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As followers of Jesus Christ,  
we seek to enjoy and reflect God’s love  

for all in our life and worship. 
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THE RECTOR WRITES 
 
 
Dear Friends 
 
April is here.  This year’s early Easter is already behind us, and for 
many, the prospect of school holidays beckons.    Nevertheless, it is 
far from being a fallow month in the life of our parish. 
 
For a start, we are still in Eastertide.  There’s a temptation to think 
that Easter, like Christmas, lasts but one day; once Easter Day itself 
is over, that’s it.  Maybe we’re even more inclined to think like that 
this year, when the school holidays come so much later than Easter 
Day, and everything was back to normal by Tuesday of Easter 
week.  But the fifty-day season of Easter continues all through this 
month, culminating in the feast of Pentecost (Whitsunday) on May 
11th.  So April should be a special month of celebration and procla-
mation – ‘Christ is risen!’ 
 
Later in the month, several important things are happening.  St 
George’s Day normally falls on April 23rd, but this will be anticipated 
on Sunday 20th, when the patronal festival will be celebrated at the 
10 o’clock service at St Greorge’s. 
 
The evening of the 20th sees the Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
(APCM).  This is an important event in the life of the whole parish, at 
which members of the District and Parochial Church Councils are 
elected, churchwardens appointed, and reports on the myriad as-
pects and activities of our parish life received.  Everyone who is on 
the Electoral Roll is fervently encouraged to attend. 
 
Scarce have we drawn breath, when on April 27th, we commence 
the celebrations for St Mark’s 125th Anniversary.  There will be a 
special Eucharist for St Mark’s Day on Sunday 27th April at 11 a.m.  
(Note the time!)  This, naturally, will be held in St Mark’s Church, 
and will be a joint Parish Eucharist, so no 10 a.m. service at St 
George’s that day.  We will be pleased to welcome our diocesan 
bishop, Rt Revd Christopher Hill, as president and preacher that 
day.  There will be a Sunday School for young children, and after we 
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have shared in worship we shall share in fellowship by having lunch 
together.  We hope that as many of you as possible will be able to 
come to this, and get our festivities off to a flying start. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�����������

 
 

� ���������	
����
���	
������
�
� �	�����	
�����	��
� ����	���� �� ���
�������	 �
� !���"��"�#��$�
�������
�%����

� � ������&���������'������
��
� � � �
� � ������(����)���*��������
�
!��
��)����*������+,++�	 �
���	
����	�����
'��
�����	�������+,�-�	 �
���	
����	�����
.�����,��$� ��	�������*
	�������	
���/�



4 

����������������������������������������������������� ���
�

BEEF IN GINGER WINE  
 

Serves 6 to 8 
 

Ingredients 
 

1 tbsp     sunflower oil 
1.5 kg (3 lb)  Aberdeen Angus braising steak 
6   clementines, peeled 
18    shallots, peeled 
1 tbsp (25 g)     cornflour 
450 ml (¾ pt)   Stone’s Orginal Ginger Wine 
150 ml (¼ pt)   beef stock 
1    star anise (optional)  
 

Method 
 

Preheat the oven to 150oC (Gas Mark 2).      
Dry fry the beef in two or three batches in a large, non-stick frying pan until 
lightly browned.   Transfer to a large ovenproof casserole dish with a lid. 
Puree the clementines in a food processor or blender.  Press through a sieve 
over a bowl to extract the juice.  Then stir the cornflour into the juice. 
Heat the oil in the large non-stick frying pan, add the shallots and cook for 3 to 
4 minutes until lightly browned.  Pour in the ginger wine and then add the stock 
and the juice,  making sure that you stir the juice well before adding. 
Bring to the boil again and stir for 1-2 minutes.  Now transfer the liquid care-
fully to the casserole dish.  Stir in the star anise and season. 
Cover the casserole with the lid and place in the oven for 1 hour.  Remove the 
lid and continue cooking for a further hour, stirring occasionally, until the beef 
is tender. 
Serve with creamy mashed potato and green beans. 
�
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TALKABOUT 
Monday, 14th April at Hale Methodist Church, 7.30 pm 

 
The Citizens Advice service is there to help people resolve their legal, money and 
other problems by providing free, independent and confidential advice, and by 
influencing policymakers. Every Citizens Advice Bureau is a registered charity 
reliant on trained volunteers and funds to provide these vital services for local 
communities. But the Citizens Advice Bureaux could not provide their services 
without the support and commitment of over 20,000 trained volunteers and trus-
tees. So how do you get to be a volunteer, and do you have to be an expert to 
help?   Sally Cowper from the Farnham Bureau of Citizens Advice will tell us.  

COFFEE MORNINGS 
 
 
 
Saturday, 5th April, 10.30 am to 12.00 
22 Wentworth Close, Weybourne;  
Host: Jenny Bull.  Everyone welcome! 
 
Saturday, 24th May, 10.30 am to 12.00 
38, Oakland Avenue 
Hosts: Peter and Elizabeth Haines 
In aid of Christian Aid 
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Whenever the plea went out for help with cleaning 
St George’s, I always avoided eye contact and 
knew I was much too busy to volunteer.  Recently, 
the situation became so desperate that, reluctantly, 
I agreed to do my bit, imagining another Saturday 
morning disappearing.  But hey!  As always, things 
aren’t as dark as they seem.  Margaret, who volun-
teered equally reluctantly, and I were startled by 
how little time it actually takes.  She vacuums and I 
dust.  It is only the church, not the room, and does 
not include any brass cleaning.   It only takes about 
30 minutes.   It is not a big job.   With the rota as it 

stands, we do it about once a month.  If there were more volunteers, it would 
be less.  Surely more of the congregation could spare half an hour once a 
month?  What’s stopping you? 
 
And, while I’m nagging….   Would anyone else like to join the rota for Sunday 
morning coffee duty?   It is a great bit of outreach and no real effort.  Again, 
the more people we have, the less often people have to do it. 
 
Although I am asking primarily for helpers at St George’s, I am willing to bet 
that the same applies at St John’s and St Mark’s. 
 
How about it?   Can you help? 
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It may seem a long way off, but June is just around the corner and plans are 
well under way for this year’s fete.  Our target is to raise well over £2000 – 
and that means everyone helping in whatever way. 
Gardeners: can you make up an extra basket or pot for us? 
Buy one get one free offers: can you contribute the free one to the fete? 
Unwanted gift?  Clearing out?  THINK FETE! 
Please keep the date in your diary and tell your friends.  Offers of help grate-
fully accepted. 
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HALE W.I.  Hale Institute, Wings Road 
9th April, 1.45 pm Clocks Mr Forester Competition: a small clock 

Looking forward to seeing you there    
� � � ��� �� � � ��� �� � � ��� �� � � ��� � ����Secretary: Marilyn  Viveash  315806 
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MOTHERS’ UNION Corporate Communion Third Wednesday of each month St John’s, 9.30 am 
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Just As I Am 
 
 

�� ne of the biggest challenges for us in prayer, and one of the 
major blocks to an authentic prayer life, is our reluctance or 

inability to come into God’s presence ‘just as we are’.  Honesty in 
prayer is essential; but this means not only being honest to God, 
but to ourselves as well.   When we think that God will be dis-
pleased with or condemning of some facet or action of ours,  is this 
not rather a projection onto God of our own displeasure and con-
demnation of ourselves? 
 
Below is a prayer for just such honesty and authenticity.  You will 
know it well, I’m sure – but as a hymn.  Try praying it slowly and 
meditatively.  (Considerations of space mean that I’ve selected 
some of my favourite verses; if you have a hymn book, you could 
use that and pray them all.) 

Just as I am, without one plea, 
But that Thy blood was shed for me, 
And that Thou bidst me come to Thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 
 
Just as I am, though tossed about 
With many a conflict, many a doubt, 
Fightings and fears within, without, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 
 
Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; 
Sight, riches, healing of the mind, 
Yea, all I need in Thee to find, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
Just as I am, Thy love unknown 
Hath broken every barrier down; 
Now, to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 



9 

 

 ST GEORGE… 
 

G eorge, from the Greek Georgios meaning ‘husbandman’ or ‘farmer’, was 
born into a Christian family some time between 275 and 281 CE at Ni-

comedia, Bithynia.  His father was from Cappadocia and served as an officer in the 
Roman army.  His mother was from Lydda, Judea (now Lod, Israel).  She returned to 
her native city as a widow along with her young son, where she provided him with 
an education. 
 
Just like his father, George joined the army.  He was a good soldier and rose through 
the ranks.  By his late twenties he had gained the title of Tribune and then Count, at 
which time he was stationed in Nicomedia as a member of the personal guard at-
tached to the Roman Emperor Diocletian. 
 
In 303 CE Diocletian issued an edict authorising the systematic persecution of Chris-
tians across the Empire.  George was ordered to participate in the persecution but 
instead confessed to being a Christian himself and criticised the imperial decision.  
An enraged Diocletian ordered his torture and execution. 
 
After various tortures, including laceration on a wheel of swords, George was exe-
cuted by decapitation before Nicomedia’s defensive wall on 23rd April 303.  A wit-
ness of his suffering convinced Empress Alexandra and Athanasius, a pagan priest, 
to become Christians as well, and so they joined George in martyrdom.  His body 
was returned to Lydda for burial, where Christians soon came to honour him as a 
martyr. 
 
A church built in Lydda during the reign of Constantine I (reigned 306-337), was 
consecrated to ‘a man of the highest distinction’.  According to the church history of 
Eusebius of Caesarea; the name of the patron was not disclosed, but later he was 
asserted to have been George.  The church was destroyed in 1010 but was later re-
built and dedicated to St George by the Crusaders. 
 
During the fourth century the veneration of George spread from Palestine to the rest 
of the Eastern Roman Empire.  By the fifth century, the cult of St George had 
reached the Western Roman Empire as well.  In 494 CE, George was canonised as a 
saint by Pope Gelasius I, among those ‘whose names are justly reverenced among 
men, but whose acts are known only to God’.  
 
In England, traces of the cult of St George predate the Norman Conquest: in ninth-
century liturgy used in Durham Cathedral, in a tenth-century Anglo-Saxon martyrol-
ogy, and in dedications to Saint George at Fordingham, Dorset, at Thetford, South-
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 wark and Doncaster.  He received further impetus when the crusades returned from 
the Holy Land in the 12th century.  King Edward III of England (reigned 1327-1377) 
was known for promoting the codes of knighthood, and in 1348 founded the Order 
of the Garter.  During his reign, George came to be recognised as the patron saint of 
the English monarchy; prior to this, St Edmund had been considered the patron saint 
of England, although his veneration had waned since the time of the Norman Con-
quest, and his cult was partly eclipsed by that of Edward the Confessor.  Edward 
dedicated the chapel at Windsor Castle to the soldier saint who represented the 
knightly values of chivalry which he so much admired, and the Garter ceremony 
takes place there every year.  In the 16th century, William Shakespeare firmly placed 
St George within the national conscience in his play Henry V in which the English 
troops are rallied with the cry ‘God for Harry, England and St George’, and Edmund 
Spenser included St George (Red Cross Knight) as a central figure in his epic poem 
The Fairie Queen. 
 
In the 1960s, St George’s feast day was reduced to an optional memorial in the Ro-
man Catholic calendar; the solemnity of his commemoration then depended on 
purely local observance.  The Roman Catholic Church also demoted him to a third 
class minor saint.  He is, however, still honoured as a saint of major importance by 
the Eastern Orthodox Church and in Oriental Orthodoxy.  In 2000, John Paul II re-
stored St George to the Calendar. 
 

…AND THE DRAGON? 
 
The episode of St George and the Dragon was a leg-
end brought back with the Crusaders and retold in the 
genre ‘Romance and  
Chivalry’.  In the iconography of the Eastern Orthodox 
Church, George had been depicted as a soldier since at 
least the seventh century.  The earliest mention of the 

 

For further information on St George, look him up on the web’s Wikipedia.  How-
ever, I, for one, would be interested to hear about any local memories and traditions.  

 

	
��������
�������
��

 



11 

��
��������
�
� �

�
!��� ��
���� ��	���� )�� ��)� )���� ��� 	��� ���� �	
��� ��  �
� ��	�� )����
�����)� ��� )���� ����	���� 	�� ���� "����
� ������� ����� 	 �� 	�����D�	����� ��D

������
���
��	
���,��2����*��E��������������������  	�	>�������
��)����
*�� �������
���
���	���2��������
)	
�������	��
���� 	�� 	���	�������D
*�����������#�������	������������
����
���,���
�
��	�)������ ��� ��� 	� ���	��
�� ��� )���� �� ���� �����
� 
 ��
������� *���)��
���������*��	�������
	����������
��)������
�������� �������*���*��	����
	�
����	
���

��������������� ��)����*��	���	������ ������
����
� 	�	D
>���,�����������)
�������
�	��
�/�

�
����������
����������
����������
�������������

�������
�������
���
������
��������

���
���
��
�  
!������!��"�
!��
!��
������!���������#$�

���%�����������"���
�&���
�������'��
������
�������(�)
$�
*�%�+�,������
�����*
���"�
!�!��������)���
����)
$���������
��

)��%��������
����
��$
��*�
�-�
� .��
������*�������������%��������
����
�����/�
����
0���%�%)
����������1$���������!���
�
%��+����
�)�

%���������
������"������
�����+������������	�������0�
!�
�)$����)
	������!�
��!�����
!�������$��

$�������
�����
�
�))���2��3�)����	�����������%�������
���"��0�
!�
��0

%�+
�	��2�
� .�����!
����+��������
���
���������+
����
��������&�
�����
����������4

"�
0���%�%)
�����
����)��)

$+���$���
�����-�
� 5
$
��0����0$��*��
� 6�.���$
��
7
��)����0�
0������$���0�%��*8�



12 

THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
 

What it’s all about 
 

This is the month when you must decide: is God 
calling you to use your gifts to serve us, your 
local church?  It is time that you became a lay 
leader, a member of your DCC, a member of the 
PCC, or a churchwarden? 

 
The Anglican Church has not always welcomed laity in positions of leadership. Before 
the Church of England Assembly (Powers) Act 1919, the administration and finances 
of a parish were, in law, almost entirely in the hands of the incumbent and his church-
wardens.  The parishioners had little or no say in anything that went on, except to help 
in appointing churchwardens.  While church councils had been set up in many urban 
parishes, they existed only at the whim of the incumbent, and could be dissolved at any 
time.  But the fact that these early PCCs existed at all was proof of how much the laity 
wanted to share the burdens of parochial administration, and proof also that the clergy 
wanted to include them. 
 
Things changed in 1919, when Parochial Church Councils were given a legal status for 
the first time.  Rules soon followed as to who should be on a PCC, and how its meet-
ings should be conducted.  Down the years since then there have been many revisions 
and fine-tunings of the system. 
 
So, how does a PCC get there in the first place?  Well, the basis of the whole scheme is 
the electoral roll.  An electoral roll is found in every parish.  It is simply the list of peo-
ple who are qualified electors in any given parish.  To qualify for the electoral roll, you 
have to be: 
- over 16 
- baptised 
- a communicant member of the C of E, or at least of a church in communion with the 
Cof E 
- a resident in the parish, or be registered as a non-resident elector. 
 
But how do you get from the electoral roll to the PCC?  Well, this all happens at the 
Annual General Meeting (this year on 20th April).  The rules state that an ‘annual pa-
rochial church meeting’ must be held not later than the 30th April every year, and that 
everyone whose name is on the electoral roll of the parish is invited to attend. 
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This AGM is most important: it elects lay members of the parochial church council.  
(These lay members must also be on the electoral roll, be actual communicants, and 
at least 17 years old.) 
 
The AGM has other business as well: 
- the election (triennially) of lay representatives to the deanery synod, 
- the election of sidesmen, 
- the receiving of parochial and other reports, 
- and the general discussion of church and parochial affairs. 
It is usual for the first PCC meeting of the year to be held on the same day as, and 
immediately after, the AGM. 
 
So, when you attend the AGM, should you stand also for the PCC this year?  It is 
something to pray about, and to consider before God whether your gifts might be of 
use to the parish of Hale with Badshot Lea. 
 
Your PCC has a number of duties and responsibilities: it must look after the financial 
affairs of the church, the care, maintenance and insurance of the fabric of the church 
buildings and their goods and ornaments, and the care and maintenance of the 
churchyard.  So we need people with talent and skills. The PCC also has the power to 
buy and manage property for purposes that affect our parish, the power to frame an 
annual budget of money in order to maintain the church’s work, and the responsibil-
ity to contact the bishop with regard to any matter that affects the welfare of our 
church. 
 
If you think this might be you, please contact the Rector for further details. 

 
COME TO THE MEETING!  
Sunday, 20th April at St George’s 

 
Evensong at 6.00 pm 

Annual Meetings at 7.00 pm with refreshments 
 

DON’T MISS THIS IMPORTANT EVENT! 
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A large programme of legislative business accompanied a wide range of social is-
sues on the agenda of the General Synod, which met at Church House, Westminster, 
recently.  Look at the following summaries and ask yourself which of the issues dis-
cussed are relevant to us in our Parish.  You’ll find that quite a few of them are. 
 
Presidential Address  
The Archbishop of Canterbury gave the Presidential Address, clarifying his recent 
remarks on the issues surrounding the place of Islamic law within the English legal 
system, looking ahead to the Lambeth Conference, and reflecting on the situation in 
Zimbabwe. 
 
Detention without Charge  
Synod discussed the need to balance the demands for security from terrorist attack 
with the protection of civil rights and liberties, and carried a motion expressing 
‘grave concern’ that an extension to the current 28-day maximum period for deten-
tion without charge would disturb that balance unacceptably. 
 
Mental Health  
Following debate, Synod affirmed the importance of improving services for the care 
and treatment of people with mental health problems.  Synod welcomed the recogni-
tion within mental health services of the significance of spirituality for assessment 
and treatment, and encouraged parishes to ensure that care for people with mental 
health problems, their carers and NHS staff, is a key priority for the Church's minis-
try. 
 
Casinos  
A Private Member’s Motion from Tom Benyon (Oxford) enabled Synod to endorse 
the public opposition expressed by church leaders to the introduction of regional and 
large casinos.  Synod requested that the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and 
Sport introduce a statutory levy on the gambling industry to fund programmes of 
education, research and treatment with the aim of checking the growth in problem 
gaming. 
 
Clergy Terms of Service  
The draft Ecclesiastical Offices (Terms of Service) Measure and associated draft 
legislation was considered in detail by the Synod at Revision Stage.  Proposals to 
change the traditional clergy freehold to enable parsonages to be vested in diocesan 
parsonages boards had been the subject of a number of representations by Synod 
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members and others to the Revision Committee.  Following debate, during which 
members made clear their opposition to such plans, an amendment overturning these 
proposals was carried, but other aspects of the legislation were approved.  The draft 
Measure as amended was committed by the Synod for final drafting.  In other legis-
lative debates, Synod passed a new code of practice aiming to address the need for 
the oversight of new forms of Church developing alongside traditional ones.  Synod 
also adjourned a debate on Ecclesiastical fees, for future consideration. 
 
Anglican Communion Covenant  
The Church of England’s Response to the Draft Covenant for the Anglican Com-
munion, submitted to the Covenant D sign Group at the end of last year, was for-
mally noted by the Synod. 
 
Crown Appointments  
Synod endorsed a number of proposals on how some Crown appointments should be 
made in future, following a consultation process conducted at the end of 2007, after 
the Prime Minister indicated that he no longer wished to exercise a direct role in 
church appointments. 
 
Anglican-Roman Catholic dialogue  
Synod discussed a major contribution to Anglican-Roman Catholic theological dia-
logue: the International Anglican-Roman Catholic Commission for Unity and Mis-
sion report, Growing Together in Unity and Mission.  The report, presented as an 
Agreed Statement on doctrinal accord and areas where further work towards conver-
gence was required, also set out a range of recommendations for practical collabora-
tion between Anglican and Roman Catholic bishops and lay people, which the 
Synod encouraged the two Churches to take forward. 
 
Other business  
The Synod carried a motion from the Diocese of Durham requesting the House of 
Bishops to prepare Eucharistic prayers suitable for occasions when a significant 
number of children are present.  Synod also carried a Private Member’s Motion from 
Tim Cox (Blackburn) encouraging dioceses to help ensure that anyone entering a 
church should have ready access to one of the various ‘recommended’ versions of 
the Bible. 
 
Background papers for each debate, alongside links to an audio archive of each ses-
sion, are available at: 
http://www.cofe.anglican.org/about/gensynod/agendas/feb2008.html 
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THE APRIL PROFILE  
 

H aving cycled to church, he removes his 
rider’s helmet and immediately starts wel-
coming the people as they arrive.  Half-
way through the service he occasionally 

provides the most thoughtful, challenging interces-
sions.  Seeking no limelight, he is back on his bike 
soon afterwards.  This modest, perceptive and 
thoughtful man is indeed a man of many parts: artist, 
writer, sportsman, conservationist, social worker and 
champion of the underprivileged; Stewart Dakers is 
without doubt among our more colourful and original 
characters. 
 
Stewart is a Scot.  Originally from a tiny village not far from Glencoe, he was educated 
at the leading Edinburgh school, Fettes, where he excelled in all forms of sport; he 
played hockey for Scotland.  From Fettes he went to Oxford, initially to study Classics, 
but switching to Theology.  He did not find academic life particularly absorbing, how-
ever, and on graduating he worked in industrial relations, first with Ford and then at 
Heathrow.  It was at the age of 30 that he found his true vocation when he left the 
world of industry and started working for Nature Conservancy in Somerset.  This led 
him eventually to this part of Surrey when he became a park ranger for Waverley, fi-
nally entering management before taking early retirement in 1991.  Stewart explains 
that it had always been agreed between himself and his wife Chris that they would 
‘swap’ careers; Stewart is therefore now the ‘house husband’. 
 
This has allowed him time to make contributions to the life of our local community that 
are wide-ranging and enormously beneficial.  At the centre of his activities lies a 
deeply-felt social conscience, an awareness of the needs of the under-privileged and a 
willingness to get out there and try to do something about it.  So he has been a street 
youth worker on the Sandy Hills estate, taking a leading part in that service.  He has 
been involved in an advice line for parents of children with special educational needs.  
He and Chris run the Farnham Thursday Club at the Gostrey Centre for adults with 
learning disabilities.  He is an outreach worker for the crime reduction scheme at Cold-
ingley Prison.  Not a man for pious platitudes, Stewart favours ‘hands-on’ personal 
contact as the way to approach social problems. 
 
Stewart has been a churchgoer since leaving Industry, and when he settled in Farnham 
he attended first St Andrew’s and then St Mark’s.  Although his mother was a devout 
Catholic, he did not have a particularly religious upbringing.  When he comes to church  
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Stewart is looking above all for peace; he is aware that there is often a lack of tran-
quillity and stillness in our services, and he regrets this.  Nevertheless, he is on the 
PCC, he contributes to the intercessions and he serves as a sidesman.  He involves 
himself with the wider church community, too, organising our Christian Aid col-
lecting and the Good Friday Walk of Witness – it was Stewart’s initiative in stand-
ing outside the South Street Sainsbury’s holding a cross some years ago that helped 
to raise local consciousness of the need for public celebration of Easter. 
 
Stewart Dakers is a refreshingly unconventional Christian who is unafraid to dis-
tance himself from certain aspects of conventional doctrine, especially the emphasis 
on sacrifice, the idea of worshipping a Father and the use of royal imagery in lit-
urgy, while advocating the need for the church to be much more in touch with the 
secular world.  He pursues this idea by suggesting that our Sunday sermons could 
be replaced, say once a month, by a talk from a representative of a secular support 
agency such as the Samaritans or the Citizens Advice Bureau.  What do our readers 
think about this idea? 
 
 

 
‘Piran’ 

 

 

Rather than a favourite hymn, Stewart has chosen a blessing which says much about 
his concern for his fellow human beings. 
 
Go forth into the world in peace; 
be of good courage; 
hold fast that which is good; 
render to no one evil for evil; 
strengthen the faint-hearted; 
support the weak; 
help the afflicted; 
honour everyone; 
love and serve the Lord, 
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
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APRIL  
DIARY DATES 

 
                    
 
1 Joseph of Nazareth 
3 Richard of Chichester, bishop (1253) 
 Coffee ‘Drop-in’, St Mark’s Centre, 10.00 am to 12.00 
5 Coffee morning, 22 Wentworth Close, 10.30 am to 12.00     
Easter 3 
1 Hale choir practice, St John’s, 7.30 pm 
9 Dietrich Bonhoeffer, martyr (1945) 
 Hale W.I., Hale Institute, 1.45 pm        
10 William Law, priest (1761), William of Ockham, friar, philosopher (1347) 
 Coffee ‘Drop-in’, St Mark’s Centre, 10.00 am to 12.00 
11 George Selwyn, bishop (1878) 
13 Easter 4 
14 Hale and St George’s joint choir practice, St John’s, 7.30 pm 
 TALKABOUT, Hale Methodist Church, 7.30 pm      
16 Isabella Gilmore, deaconess (1923) 
17 Coffee ‘Drop-in’, St Mark’s Centre, 10.00 am to 12.00 
18 Knitters‘R’Us, 2, Oak Tree View, 2.30 pm to 5.00 pm     
19 Alphege, archbishop, martyr (1012) 
 Hale Village Hall coffee morning, 10.00 am to 12.00     
20 Easter 5; St George’s Patronal Festival, 10.00 am 
 Annual Parish Meeting, St George’s, 7.00 pm      
21 Anselm, archbishop (1109) 
 Hale and St George’s joint choir practice, St John’s, 7.30 pm 
23 George, martyr, patron of England (c.304) 
 Mothers’ Union Corporate Communion, St John’s, 9.30 am    
24 Mellitus, bishop (624) 
 Coffee ‘Drop-in’, St Mark’s Centre, 10.00 am to 12.00 
25 Mark the Evangelist 
27 Easter 6  
28 Peter Chanel, missionary, martyr (1841) 
 Hale music group, 7.30 pm 
29 Catherine of Siena, teacher of the faith (1380) 
30 Pandita Mary Ramabai, translator (1922) 
 Beyond Belief, 15 Rushden Way, 8.00 pm 

The deadline for the May issue is  
Sunday, 6th April. 
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at St George’s will now be twice a month, starting in April 
 

Sunday, April 6th AND April 20th 
 

11.30 am 



22 

 . 

PARCHE 
PASTORAL ACTION IN RESIDENTIAL CARE HOMES 

FOR THE ELDERLY 
 

W hen her mother suffered a massive stroke at the 
age of 80, and was cared for in a nursing home 
for six years, unable to walk or talk, Buddy 
Reeve felt that she had a calling to arrange for 

pastoral care to minister to the residents in these homes.  
There were, at that time, 93 homes in the Eastbourne area alone, of which only four 
had any sort of regular church service. In July 1997 PARCHE was inaugurated, and 
34 churches from nearly all the denominations joined to work together to fund and  
staff  the project. 
 
The coordinator contacts the Home Managers and explains the project.  Then each 
church undertakes to cover the homes in its own area, sending  teams of four people 
who meet in each Care Home once a month to minister to the spiritual needs of the 
residents,  to lead a short service and then to stay and chat with the people for a fur-
ther half-hour.   
 
PARCHE provides training for the teams, both in presentational skills and also in the 
basic rules and safety which they must observe.  Special training is arranged for  visit-
ing homes for residents suffering with dementia.  There is a ‘duty of care’ for the 
spiritual needs of residents which the Home Managers must provide, so training has 
also been offered to the staff at the homes. 
 
Despite the reduction in the number of homes to about 60, there has been an increase 
in the provision of sheltered accommodation, and PARCHE has become involved in 
that too.  Following the lead provided by Buddy, now the Director of the project, 
PARCHE has produced resource material: CDs of accompaniment for hymns and 
carols, audio tapes for daily bible thoughts, and much more practical help for the 
teams in this valuable project throughout the Eastbourne area. 
 
For more information, contact: 
 
Mrs  Buddy Reeve,  Project Director, PARCHE,  
St. Elisabeth’s Church Centre, 
268 Victoria Drive, Eastbourne, BN20 8QX 
e-mail: parcheenquiries@hotmail.co.uk   
Website:  www.parche.org.uk  
 
        Peter Haines 
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A visit to the church of 
St Mary, Old Basing 

by Roy Sallis 

S ome of the churches I have visited have had the misfortune to be involved in the 
English Civil War; St Mary’s is no exception, as it was drawn into the siege of Bas-
ing House which lasted for two years until Oliver Cromwell stormed the house and 
burned it to the ground.  This event is immortalised in a fresco now in the corridor 
of the House of Lords.  Basing House was never rebuilt, but St Mary’s was to rise 
from the ashes of war.  It had borne the brunt of battle and was reduced to a shell.  
The pulpit and pews had been burnt for firewood; the lead had been stripped from 
the roof to make shot.  The window ledges were used as breastworks to fire at loyal-
ist troops, and outside the church, artillery pieces fired rocks at the ramparts of Bas-
ing House.  A nationwide appeal was made and sufficient money was raised to start 
rebuilding and restoration.   
 
There are records of a church in Basing at the time of the Domesday Book, 500 
years before the siege.  It has been reshaped and extended over the centuries to a 
rectangle as it is now.  In Norman times the church was built of flint, known locally 
as Hampshire diamonds, most likely because the facets or knapped surfaces would 
twinkle in the sunshine.  After the Civil War, many of the walls were eventually 
rebuilt in brick.  The south chapel became known as the Bolton Chapel.  The north 
chapel was consecrated in 1519 and was built by Sir William Paulet, first Marquis 
of Winchester.  He lived through the reigns of four Tudors, holding the highest of-
fices of state.  Henry VIII selected him as Sheriff of Hampshire; at the time of his 
death he was Lord Treasurer to Queen Elizabeth I.  His tomb can be seen.  His eld-
est son rests in the Bolton Chapel.  The Boltons were descendants of the Paulets; 36 
members of the families were laid to rest in the vault below the chapel named after 
them, the earliest being 1682 and the last 1863, all their names being on a brass 
plate on the south wall.  When the floor of the chapel was restored in 1977, the stair-
way down to the vault was exposed, an inscription over the door reading ‘Sealed by 
order of Lord Bolton’.  It is believed that all the remains were removed and re-
interred in Yorkshire, home of the Bolton family.  There is a beautiful blue and gold 
stained glass window in the south-west corner of the church.  The pulpit was 
brought from St Michael’s in Basingstoke.  The font, dating from the late 15th cen-
tury, is of Purbeck marble.  The impressive-looking organ was installed in 1834, 
and in 2003 restoration work was begun.  Outside, over the west door, is a fine 
statue of the Blessed Virgin and child.  It is assumed to have come from Selborne 
Priory after the Civil War.  Since 1979, ladies and gentlemen of Old Basing Stitch-
craft Group have been embroidering kneelers for the pews and choir.  Their 
‘masterpiece’ can be seen hanging on the south wall to celebrate the millennium.   
 
This is a lovely large, high-roofed church that will be more fully appreciated by 
reading the history book on sale. 
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BAPTISMS 

 
 17th February at St George’s 
 Georgina Grace Boamah 
 
 17th February at St John’s 
 Harry David Moore 

     Fraser James Somerville 
 

 
FUNERALS 

 
5th February at Aldershot Crematorium 
Ivy Maude Turner 
 
6th February at St John’s  
Dulcie Summerbell 
 
5th March at St Mark’s 
Albert Holman Loryman 

If You Want to Walk on Water You’ve Got to Get 
Out of the Boat 

 
Based on Johan Orthberg’s book 

 
A six-session journey on Learning to Trust God 

  
Come and join us at Mary Gibson’s house on Thursday evenings, beginning on 

Thursday, May 1st : 7.45 to begin at 8.00 
 

Please speak to Mary Gibson or Maxine Everitt (01252318135)  
for more information. 


