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As followers of Jesus Christ,
we seek to enjoy and reflect God'’s love
for all in our life and worship.
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THE RECTOR WRITES

Dear Friends

As you know, the Chinese name their years after an animal. We're just
finishing the Year of the Pig, and from February will be in the Year of the
Rat. This set me thinking: if we did the same in our church and parish,
what animal would we be looking forward to in 2008?

My immediate thought was that this year will be the Year of the Ant . Ants
are renowned for their purposeful industry, and without a doubt we face a
very busy year ahead of us in Hale with Badshot Lea. The very early date
of Easter on 23" March - you have to go back to the year 1818 to find an
earlier one — means that we no sooner finish our Christmas and Epiphany-
tide celebrations with the Feast of Candlemas on Sunday 3" February,
than we are plunged into Lent on Ash Wednesday, 6" February.

We're allowed a bit of a breather after Easter, but Sunday 27" April is St
Mark’s Day, and heralds the start of three months of celebration for the
125" Anniversary of St Mark’s Church. At a joint parish service on that
day, the Bishop of Guildford will preside and preach in St Mark’s Church,
and we hope that very many of you will be able to come and join in our
celebrations that day. And from then until the closing service on 13" July
(the Eve of St Swithun’s Day, when the church was dedicated in 1883), we
will be busy marking the occasion in a variety of ways, with a series of con-
certs and a Flower Festival both in the process of being planned. Also, at
many of our services in Hale during that time, we shall be welcoming back
as preachers several former clergy from the parish (including the Rt Revd
Humphrey Southern, who is now Bishop of Repton). So, as spring turns
into summer, 2008 becomes for a time the Year of the Lion , the symbol of
St Mark.

One animal definitely isn't in the running for 2008, however. This year is
not going to be the Year of the Ostrich . That animal is infamous for bury-
ing its head in the sand when faced with a situation it would rather not ac-
knowledge. This has always struck me as a bit dumb. To start with, if the
danger is real, then putting your head in a hole and pretending it's not there
will obviously do you no good at all. But if you face it, you may well find
that the danger isn't really all that much of a threat after all, and discover
that you can cope with it. And of course, burying your head prevents your
seeing, not just the unpleasant things, but all the good and beautiful sights
around you.

Our parish enters 2008 facing some big challenges. In the vanguard there
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is a financial challenge, but behind this lies the even greater challenge of
how we can truly be the Church for our community. What does it really
mean to proclaim and personify the Good News of God in Hale and Badshot
Lea in 20087 We are not burying our heads in the sand about any of these
challenges. We have already begun a process of discernment in our
churches, to explore the ways in which God is calling us to move forward in
our joint task of ministry. This will continue into the new year, and at the last
Parochial Church Council of 2007, your representatives committed us all to a
major initiative in 2008, culminating in September with a presentation which
will ‘showcase’ our church to the wider community, and invite us all to renew
and deepen our commitment, personal and financial, to the mission and min-
istry of our church. And as we face up to our challenges and turn them into
opportunities to be embraced rather than threats to shun, so | believe, God
will honour our courage and determination.

So, it's going to be a year of purposeful industry, and we will spend a great
deal of time and energy scurrying round like busy little ants. I’'m sure this will
all be very stimulating, exciting, and productive. But there is a danger that
we become too busy, over- stimulated and excited, and if that happens, then
our productivity will actually start to go down, and our health will suffer too.

So, when we face a time of particularly intense busyness, as we do on the
threshold of 2008, we should remind ourselves of the need for balance in our
lives, both as individuals and as a church. We will need, this year perhaps
even more than others, to find opportunities to pray, to simply let ourselves
be and rest in the presence of God. So | wonder whether 2008 should be,
not just the Year of the Ant, and the Year of the Lion, but the Year of the
Sloth as well.

The sloth has a pretty bad reputation, and even had its name stolen by one
of the Seven Deadly Sins (though this may have been because the creature
was too lazy to prevent the theft). But the fact remains that the sloth is, from
an evolutionary point of view, an extremely successful creature, and by and
large lives a life of peace and harmony with its fellow jungle-dwellers. Maybe
it's on to something we more frenetic animals have overlooked? Perhaps
prayer is hanging upside-down in the Tree of God, not moving, not doing
anything, just resting in God'’s presence?

So, as we start this new year, may | end this letter by wishing each one of
you a productive and a peaceful, a busy and a blessed, a happy and a holy,
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our coffee mornings throughout the year. They
realised more than £1,000 for parish funds.

There will be no coffee morning in January, buttheuld start again in
February. Anyone who would like to host one sheolttact Pat Love on
01252 713810.

LENT LUNCHES

A number of people like to have a soup lunch dffterl2 noon service at St Mark’s
on Fridays during Lent. There is a small chargeckilgoes to a local charity. Vol-
unteers are needed to make soups and to help serile day; please sign up on the
natices in the churches.

Vol 20 25 20 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2h 2 2 2 2 2 2 J Ja V!

APRICOT PORK
Serves 4 people

1llb (450g) Diced pork

% pkt (100g) Dried apricots or

1tin (350g) Apricots, drained

1tin (300g) Condensed celery soup

4 sticks Celery, cooked and chopped
1 tsp (59) Thyme

2 Small onions

% pt (300ml) Orange juice

CHEEEEELESS

Fry pork and put into a casserole dish. Fry thermnand add flour to thicken.?
Add to the casserole and add soup, apricots, ofjaige celery and thyme.
Cook for 1%2-2 hours at 18C (gas mark 4)
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Incense at St John’s

The following 10.15 a.m. Sunday services at St John’s will feature
the use of incense:

6" January Epiphany

3" February Candlemas

18" May Trinity Sunday

21% September St John’s Patronal Festival
2" November All Saints’ Sunday

24" December Midnight Mass

In addition, incense will be used at the evening services on Maundy
Thursday, 20" March, and Ascension Day, 1% May.
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i BISHOP SUMNER EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION
! EDUCATION GRANTS
I

! requires support?
|

| The Bishop Sumner Educational Foundation is enddwedfer grants to young per-

1 sons for such examples (but not exclusively) as:

| Educational travel, textbooks, sporting activitigajning, musical instrument or les-

I sons, school uniform or equipment, apprenticesbitst and other education/social

1 related needs or activities

I

I Provided you live in the Ancient Parish of Farnhang attending school, college or

| university, and are no more than 24 years old, jloenare eligible to apply. In your
1 application you should give specific details of yoequirements, with associated costs,

:to enable the fullest and sympathetic considerdatidre given by the Trustees.

|

| For an application form, please contact Roger Lavéarnham 713810.

1 Please note that completed forms (plus supporéfegences etc) must beturned by

1 15" February 2008at the latest
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Special Services

Fifth Sunday Fellowship

{When there are five Sundays in a month, it is our custom to worship together as
i a parish, alternating between Hale and Badshot Lea for the main morning ser-:
ivice. We are going to continue this in 2008, but we really want to make this a
itime to strengthen and deepen our fellowship with one another by sharing not
i just God's holy food of the Eucharist, but by sharing a meal after the service asi
iwell. {

ESO on these Fifth Sundays, the main service will be at the later time of 11.00
ia.m., and will be followed by lunch. We hope that as many of you as possible
: will be able to come and share in this. The Sundays in question are:

ESO“‘ March St George'’s
:29" June St Mark’s
i31% August St George’s

30" November St John’s

In addition, the Eucharist for the start of the St Mark’s 125" celebrations on 27"
: April will also be a joint parish service, and will follow the same pattern. 5

St Mark’s All Age Worship
Sunday 27 " January, 10.15 a.m.
Water Into Wine

All welcome. Sunday School for young children. Refreshments after
the service.
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MOTHERs

UNION
Corporate Communion

Third Wedn@day of each month
St John's, 9.30




Prayer Page

The Gate of the Year

In 1908, an American poet called Minnie Louise Haskins wrote
some words which found international fame some thirty years later,
when King George VI read them during his Christmas broadcast to
the Empire in 1939. In those dark days, they were a source of
hope and comfort for many.

Though they are not in themselves a prayer, they can nonetheless
provide a way into prayer. As you give them attention, imagine
yourself standing at the gate of this new year. Think of the road
you have travelled to bring you to this point, and the burdens from
the past you are carrying. Look through the gate to 2008, and all
that lies ahead of you on the road. Then imagine yourself slipping
your hand into God’s hand, and stepping out with God into the fu-

And | said to the man who stood at the gate of the year:
"Give me a light, that | may tread safely into the unknown!"
And he replied:

"Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of
God.

That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known
way."

So, | went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod gladly into
the night.
And He led me toward the hills and the breaking of day in the
lone East.



CHARITY THAT GOES A LONG WAY

In a recent letter to Margaret Reed, Rosemary SkigPverseas Service Or-
ganiser of the Farnham Inner Wheel club) expregsstitude for the jumpers,
teddies and baby clothes that have been knittedriparish and sent to Tanza-
nia. She relates how Sharon Anson and her husHagd take these gifts to
their Tanzanian charity ‘Grass Roots’. “Sharonegawe little girl, who was
sitting on her mother’s lap, a brightly knitted dgdbear. The mother
~ Q) started to cry, so Sharon asked her if she didwtthe teddy. The
q o2 mother replied through her tears that she had nieadra toy of
} her own and that she would share it with her darghSharon
= said she cried too as she hugged mother, daugimerteddy.”

Margaret writes:
Apart from the teddy bears going to Tanzania, weeweld that the pens, pen-
cils, paper and other stationery items are goiray have gone — to Mexico.
There, in conjunction with Guiders (from the Guidevement), the
Rotarians have started a school for young teenatgefigpm the
streets. They are giving them a rudimentary edlutato tha
they can get a job; otherwise, they are drawn pmtstitution.
They are hoping to open another school in Mexidg.Ci

The Guides in Wrecclesham packed the boxes folRibma-
nian orphanages and they are now on their way. lither Wheel were de-
lighted with our contribution of sweets; they haaer had so many, so it was a
bumper lot of boxes they were able to send. Ofsmthey are pleased with
the toiletries we send, and they hope we can aoatio send these as and when
we can. Like Tanzania, the Romanians are deligtddthve the jumpers, and
we have also started to knit hats, gloves and ssarin addition, we are paying
more attention to boys’ and young men’s items,ipaldrly razors, as the bulk
of donations favour the female sex.

The outward giving committee wish to thank the targ and sewers. They
have spent a lot of time these last six months,thacamount they have pro-
duced is astonishing. All gifts of wool are verglsome; blankets in particular
are badly needed and take a lot of yarn to prodie. thank everyone who
has donated items; they have made a lot of difterea the lives of many chil-
dren.



DARKNESS AND LIGHT

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the worfkdaskness and to put on the
armour of light, now in the time of this mortalelifin which your Son Jesus Christ
came to us in great humility; that on the last dafen he shall come again in his glo-
rious majesty to judge the living and the deadyves rise to the life immortal; through
him who is alive and reigns with you, in the umifythe Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever..

The Collect for the First Sunday of Advent, whick Wave prayed just a few minutes
ago, is, | daresay, one of the most well-known kadspect bedtved prayers in our
liturgy. Composed by Thomas Cranmer himself far tewBook of Common Prayer
in the 16" century, it has for some 450 years marked the sfahe new Church year
for Anglicans. In powerful, even thrilling, langys, it employs the imagery of light
and darkness, and we — in the northern hemisplideast — readily relate and respond
to this imagery at this season. For as the daggeshand we draw ever closer to the
year's midnight, we find that nature itself seem®tho and reinforce the idea of Ad-
vent as a time of darkness in which we eagerly &tliai coming of the light of Christ.
Throughout this season of Advent, and into Christida, many churches, including
our own, will be holding candlelit services, thetbeto bring out the contrast between
the light and the dark.

Nor is this restricted t&hristian worship. Hindus celebrate Diwali, the ‘festivel o
lights’, in the late autumn, and in late Novembeearly December, Jews keep Hanuk-
kah by the lighting of th@anukkiyahthe candelabrum which reminds them of the me-
norah in the Temple in Jerusalem. Going back éntoown pagan past, at this time of
year the Celts observed the festival of Samhaiar@#’) with the lighting of great
fires on which were thrown the bones of slaughtarattle — the original ‘bone-fires’
which were the distant ancestors of our Novembenfibes’ — as a means of warding
off the winter darkness and the evil spirits whamed abroad in it.

In short, the symbolism of light and darkness setni®e potent across all cultures and
times, and this must be because the human expergdrand reaction to light and dark-
ness is profoundly atavistic — that is to say, teateeplyembedded in human experi-
ence and consciousness. The infant’s fear of déinke id primaeval indeed. And so it is
no surprise to find that our religious traditiondascripture is shot through with this
imagery. Within the Judaeo-Christian tradition,ydw recall thevery first wordsthat
God utters at the beginning of Creation? Yest there be light The primal Chaos
(Disorder) from which God brought forth Cosmos (Mdwas_dark- in the begin-
ning...the earth was a formless void, and darkmes®red the face of the deephe act
of divine creation is seen primarily as an actrirfignng light into a dark place.
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During this Advent and Christmastide, we will timed again hear read passages of Scrip-
ture in which this contrast is articulated:

“The people who walked in darkness have seen & lighé; those who lived in a land of
deep darkness — on them light has shined.” (Isiah

“Arise, shine; for your light has come, and therglof the Lord has risen upon you.

For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick deknhe peoples; but the Lord will arise
upon you, and his glory will appear over you. HMa$ shall come to your light, and kings
to the brightness of your dawn.” (Isaiah 60.1-3)

And we will gather in this darkened church to cedéb the first Mass of Christmas, and
hear again those magnificent words from the PraaguSt John's Gospel:

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word wathv@od, and the Word was God. He
was in the beginning with God. All things camepiibeing through him, and without him
not one thing came into being. What has comebeing in him was life, anthe life was
the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darknesdid not
overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was ##higame as a wit-
ness to testify to the light, so that all mightibe¢ through him.He himself was not the
light, but he came to testify to the lighthe true light, which enlightens everyone, was
coming into the world.”

This imagery of divine light pervades John’'s Gospeld in the First Epistle of John is
taken yet further, with God’s essence being desdrils light -God is light, and in him
there is no darkness at gll. Jn 1.5). Moreover, Paul makes use of the imatm. In-
deed, it is a passage from his letter to the Romdmish provided the inspiration for Cran-
mer’s collect, when he writes:

“The night is far gone, the day is near. Let usttay aside the works of darkness and put
on the armour of light.” (Romans 13.11-12)

In Ephesians he develops this imagery of puttingherarmour of God, but note the reason
that he says we are to do this is because:

“Our struggle is not against enemies of blood deshi but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the cosmic powerfsthis present darkness against the spiritual
forces of evil in the heavenly places.” (Eph 6.12)

So again we find the imagery of light and darknesisg used. And with such a dominant
imagery of light and dark running throughout Sarigt it is not surprising to find it ech-
oed in our liturgies, prayers and hymns within @feistian tradition ever since. Darkness
is to be endured, even strenuously resisted; g ¢if God, focused in the person of Jesus,
is to be awaited with eager longing. It is tremmungly powerful imagery, speaking as it
does to our deepest and most primitive fears apeédicand yet....... when all is said and
done, itis only an image. And like all such images which wg in our religious dis-
course, it isn't, and isn't meant to be, the lastdy the definitive description, of what God,
and life in relationship with God, is like. Likdl gauch imagery, we may think of it, per-
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haps more as an invitation encouraging us to ladkaa from a particular angle or perspec-
tive, and see where it takes us.

But there is another perspective, another useekéme imagery, at work in our tradition.
We've already heard some stirring words from Isahbut the light in the darkness; but lis-
ten now to these, from Isaiah 45:

“I will give you the treasures of darkness and eglhidden in secret places, so that you may
know that it is I, the Lord, the God of Israel, wtall you by your name.” (Isaiah 45.3)

What do we make of that?Tfeasuresof darkness’ — far from being something to be dedi

or resisted, the prophet here depicts darknesssasrae of spiritual wealth, the place where
we may uncover “riches hidden in secret placefi.many places in the Old Testament, the
dwelling-place of God is pictured as darknessExndus, for instance, we read:

“Then the people stood at a distance, while Mosew ahear to the thick darkness where God
was.” (Exodus 20.21)

At the dedication of his Temple, Solomon says

“And when the priests came out of the holy placeload filled the house of the Lord'so
that the priests could not stand to minister bezafsthe cloud; for the glory of the Lord
filled the house of the Lord.”

Then Solomon said,

‘The Lord has said that he would dwell in thick kdass.” (1 Kings 8.10-12)

And Psalm 97 contains these verses of praise goiding:

“The Lord is king! Let the earth rejoice; let theny coastlands be glad!

Clouds and thick darkness are all around him; eighsness and justice are the foundation of
his throne. (Psalm 97.1-2)"

Clearly, the Psalmist doesn’t see the darknessdf#s something bad; it is part of the cause
for rejoicing.

So, what sense can we make of this imagery of éadéh

What on earth is meant by the “darkness of God®l éan we meaningfully hold this image
of God as a God of darkness together with the bkttewn and perhaps more accessible
imagery of God as a God of light, when they areréegly mutually self-contradictory?

The Night a poem written by the &entury Welsh Metaphysical poet Henry Vaughan; con
tains these lines:

There is in God—some say—

A deep, but dazzling darkness

A deep, but dazzling, darknesst’s a striking image, isn't it, because “damgfi is some-
thing we associate with light, not dark. Indedu word “dazzling” suggests an intensity of
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light, so it's as if Vaughan is here saying tha tlarkness in God is somehbwighter
than light But light, literally and metaphorically, is tleeans of revelation. It enables
us to see, to perceive, to understand, to knowd iAthat is the case, then might it not
be that thedarknessin God, the darknessf God, mightbe a means ofven greater
revelation, understanding and knowledge.

In the fifth century, there was a Syrian monk whosene we don’t know, but who
wrote using the pseudonym Dionysius the Areopadite.speaks of theuper-luminous
darkness of God, that is, a darkness which is alaodebeyond light. In this darkness
are hidden the “simple, absolute and immutable emest of divine Truth”, and he goes
on to say that “this darkness, though of deepestuity, is yet radiantly clear; and,
though beyond touch and sight, it more than filis onseeing minds with splendours of
transcendent beauty."

Advent is a time of tension. And no, | don't metive tension generated by the
‘countdown to Christmas’ with its endless tasksaoiting cards, buying presents, re-
trieving decorations from the loft, baking mincegiand all those countless tasks which
stretch our goodwill, the hallmark of the seasorhreaking-point. No, Advent is a time
of tension because it bids us wait and prepare tieo related yet distinct
‘arrivals’ (which is what the Latin word ‘adventusieans). On the one hand we await
and prepare for the arrival of the infant Jesu€tatistmas; on the other, for the arrival
of Christ the King at the Second Coming. The fokthese awaitings speaks to us of
the nearness and accessibility of God, of God asabrus, fully human: “he was little,
weak and helpless, tears and smiles like us he 'knéwis is the God of light, and as
Christmas draws nearer, so the light intensifiasl, @we light yet another candle on our
Advent wreath. But the second of these awaitimpgsks to us of the God who is other
than us, the God who is beyond all our imaginind #mnking, who transcends our hu-
man experience, who is unknowable, in Rudolph Gtpirase thenysterium tremen-
dum et fascinans that is, the One who is wholly other and simétausly a source of
dread and yet compellingly attractive. This is @@d of dark.

In our Advent observance we need to pay attentiohath of these. So as we sit in
darkness and silence this Advent, let us by allmadaok for and long for the coming
into our world of time of the light of Christ. Bldt us also open ourselves to the dark-
ness of the season and all it can bring us by viaynderstanding the God which lies
beyond the light in the “deep but dazzling darkhe$eternity.

Revd. John Page
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THE JANUARY PROFILE

“Jean, you're witnessing again!” her friend
said. “Yes, | suppose | am,” Jean Thorpe
replied. And so she does, because Jean’s
life has been a life of witness, and she is still
hard at it, making her special contribution to
the life and worship at St George’s and else-
where.

Although she has been living here or here-
abouts for quite some considerable time,
Jean is not a Surrey native. As you can tell
when you listen carefully to her, she is a
Mancunian. She was born in Manchester,
educated at Stockport Grammar School
(where she coincided with another promi-
nent St George’s figure, Josie Wharam), and
worked ‘up north’ as a laboratory assistant
in a textile testing laboratory. Jean and her
two sisters were brought up in a firmly Christiamily environment, worshipping in a
Manchester City Mission where for many years tli@iher was organist. Music and
the Christian faith have been key elements in 3dife’ever since.

An aptitude for maths and science, coupled withsskind interests acquired in textiles,
came together when, after qualifying in TailoringdaDressmaking, Jean had the op-
portunity to go to teacher training college in Lond This led to her speciality: the

care and education of children with physical haapiic Jean taught initially in London

out-county boarding schools and then, for 30 yearsnd around Farnham. Armed

now with the Advanced Diploma of the Froebel Ingét in 1974 she had the opportu-
nity of starting up the first Unit for Physicallyaddicapped children in Surrey, at Wil-

liam Cobbett School. She also advised on thengettp of four more such units in the
county. The last 16 years of her career were, ap® particularly fulfilling.

Since retiring, Jean has continued to lead a vetiyalife. It was natural for her to

welcome the opportunities provided by retirememtdieater involvement in the local

community. She has for some time been a memb#redfarnham U3A, in which she
still teaches a dressmaking class. She runs ahtgasitib for Surrey retired staff, and
once a month she drives people to the Bethel Bagitigrch for ASSIST lunches. On
the rare occasions when these activities leavemtérany time, she occupies herself
with her hobbies such as knitting, sewing, scratdidoku and crosswords.
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And then, of course, there’s church. Church, angdion- inextricably intertwined.
Jean has sung in more choirs almost than she taresnember, but concentrates
now on the choir at St George’s — although her lwve/ment is by no means limited
to the choir, as she helps wiEamily Praise serves on the DCC, and was to be
seen at the Bazaar on"2Mlovember presiding over the bric-a-brac stall.r big-
proach to church life is truly ecumenical: she sglg believes in interdenomina-
tional fellowship and cooperation, and she is esitisiic about the recent signs of
increasing communication between the two distraftour own parish. Indeed,
Jean is enthusiastic about many things, and heérfaebfe is infectious. The best
possible kind of witness, perhaps.

‘Piran’

Jean’s chosen hymn, with its echo of the 23rd Psalian expression of faith in all
its profundity.

In heavenly love abiding,

No change my heart can fear;
And safe is such confiding,

For nothing changes here;

The storm may roar without me,
My heart may low be laid,

But God is round about me,
And can | be dismayed?

Wherever He may guide me,
No want shall turn me back;
My shepherd is beside me,
And nothing can | lack.

His wisdom ever waketh,

His sight is never dim,

He knows the way He taketh,
And | will walk with Him.

Green pastures are before me,
Which yet | have not seen;

Bright skies will soon be o’er me,
Where the dark clouds have been.
My hope | cannot measure,

My path to life is free,

My Saviour has my treasure,

And He will walk with me.

Anna Laetitia Waring (1823-1910) Tune: Penlan fayid Jenkins (1849-1915)
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You‘ngoﬂouiom

%

A man walks into the street and manages to getigust going by. He gets into the taxi,
and the cabbie says, “Perfect timing. You're fiust Frank.'

Passenger: “Who?”

Cabbie: “Frank Feldman. He's a fellow who alwaigseVerything right. Like my coming
along when you needed a cab, things happenedhliited Frank Feldman every single
time.”

Passenger: “There are always a few clouds oveybody.”

Cabbie: “Not Frank Feldman. He was a terrific ettt He could have won Wimbledon at
tennis. He could golf with the pros. He sang kkeopera baritone and danced like a
Broadway star and you should have heard him playtano. He was an amazing chap.
He had a memory like a computer. He could remeraberybody's birthday. He knew all
about wine, which foods to order and which forletd them with. He could repair any-
thing. Not like me. | change a fuse, and the levistreet blacks out. But Frank Feldman,
he did everything right.”

Passenger: “Unbelievable.”

Cabbie: “Frank, he never made a mistake, and hly fe@ew how to treat a woman and
make her feel good. He would never answer her baek if she was in the wrong; and his
clothing was always immaculate, shoes highly pelistoo - he was the perfect man. No
one could ever measure up to Frank Feldman. Hgusaperfect.”

Passenger: “What an amazing fellow! How did you inhém?”

Cabbie: “Oh, | never actually met Frank. | justrried his widow.”
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JANUARY

Ve DIARY DATES

Naming and circumcision of Jesus

Basil the Great (379) and Gregory of Nazianz@&9®)3bishops
‘Drop-in’ coffee, St Mark’s Centre, 10.00 am t& doon
‘Teacakes’, St Mark’s Centre, 2.00 pm

A Celebration of Epiphany, Hale Methodist Churgl80 pm
Epiphany

Hale choir practice, St John’s, 7.30 pm

Hale W.I., Hale Institute, 1.45 pm

William Laud (1645), Archbishop

‘Drop-in’ coffee, St Mark’s Centre, 10.00 am to A@on
Mary Slessor (1915), missionary

Aelred (1167), abbot, Benedict Biscop (689) otah
Epiphany 2, Baptism of Christ

Hale choir practice, St John’s, 7.30 pm

Mothers’ Union Corporate Communion, St John830%m
Beyond Beliefl5 Rushden Way, 8.00 pm

Antony of Egypt (356), hermit, abbot, Charles&(1932), bishop
‘Drop-in’ coffee, St Mark’s Centre, 10.00 am to A@on
Knitters’R'Us 2 Oak Tree View, 2.00 to 5.00 pm
Woulfstan (1095), bishop

Epiphany 3

Agnes (304), child martyr

Hale choir practice, St John’s, 7.30 pm

Vincent (304), deacon, martyr

Francis de Sales (1622), bishop, teacher dhitte
‘Drop-in’ coffee, St Mark’s Centre, 10.00 am to A@on
Conversion of Paul

Epiphany 4

Thomas Aquinas (1274), priest, philosopher

Hale music group, 7.30 pm

Charles (1649), king and martyr

John Bosco (1888), priest

¢

Q

The deadline for the February issue is
Sunday, 6th January.
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Happy New Year from all the children and staff ofdte School

May | take this opportunity to thank you for alethupport we have received in the past year from
members of our local community. Hale School wasded in 1840 by Bishop Sumner in order to be a
resource for the local area, and we like to thih&ttthe school is still a focal point of the comiityin
Thank you to everyone who has visited the schoppa@ted our fundraising events and given their
time to support activities in the classroom. Weaglswelcome visitors, especially from the locabare
and invite anyone who can spare any time and witkddo be more involved in the life of the schiool
contact us. Perhaps you like needlework, workintnégarden, art and craft or sharing stories and
listening to children read. Phone(716729) or e-nfadmin@hale.surrey.sch.)Jik

June Trantom, Head Teacher

'Weybourne Infants would like to wish everyone a very Happy New Year. We are looking
forward to the new term and welcome our headteacher, Mrs Jan Earney, back after a term on
secondment to another school.

Badshot LeaVillage Infant School reports a busy, but very gajole Autumn Term. There are lots of
exciting activities planned for the new term, betdse that we all wish you a peaceful and healtewN
Year.

With very best wishes from the children, staff,gyas and Governors at Badshot Lea Village Infant
School.

(The full report will be published in the next issof this magazine, because by the time it waswede
there was very little space left for it in thisuss Ed.)

MOTHERS’ UNION GUILDFORD DIOCESE

PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND 14 ™ — 25" May 2008

This is a wonderful opportunity for M.U. memberapiilies and friends to visit the
Holy Land. The traditional pilgrimage sites wik visited, and also the Dead Se
North Israel and the West Bank. The focus of tisé will provide an experience oﬁ
spiritual enrichment, and there will be a speciap@asis on family life and children

Cost £1,118 — half board in a first class hotel imvin bedded room.
Contact Haydon Wilcox on 10252 621639
or emailhaydonwilcox@mac.corfor a brochure and more details.
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A visit to the Parish Church of
St Lawrence, Alton

by Roy Sallis

his church will always be associated with one ef gheat battles of

the Civil War. Before we enter the church let rak you a little

about this battle. This happened around Decem®#8.1 The de-

fending officer was a Colonel John Boles. The Gakamade scaf-
folds in the church to fire out through the windowafter the Parliament men
broke in they killed Colonel Boles, believed to daeen in the pulpit, and 60
of his men. Apparently, 700 surrendered in thercdul00 in a barn close by
and another 100 in the fields.

The south door shows bullet and pike marks mostrigie There are other bul-
let marks to be seen in the walls and pillars. eAthe battle, the churchwar-
dens had the task of tidying up the church. Oerémg the gate from the road-
way you notice that the churchyard is large. Thmugds have been tidied up
and many gravestones removed to the perimeter.er©thad already been
used as paving, inside and outside the church.

On entering the church you are surprised at hogeldris. On your left can
be seen the font, which is the oldest thing indherch, probably kept from
the original Saxon church. You can see axe mankthe bowl inside. It is
made from a large block of stone and is complgi&in. In 1868 it was dis-
carded and ended up in the churchwarden’s gardemnwas then taken to
Chichester, where it was discovered and broughk mat934, for £10. It was
set up on a mill wheel, which represented Altoréper industry, and was in
use again by 1950.

To your right can be seen the tower, the bottorwlith is now completely
inside the church. Carvings at the top of theagsll again worked by axe, are
worth studying. There is also another font. Tharch appears to be in two
halves, the main aisle being on the far side. Gtiwnough the tower, you find
yourself in the church of the Middle Ages and trealy. Chapel. The candela-
brum hanging in the tower was donated in 178@; drie of the 12 church can-
delabra in Hampshire to be dated. The pulpit &y impressively carved
piece of work. The organ was originally built i866 and was fully rebuilt in
1966. There are eight bells, all inscribed with thellfounder’'s name, with
their own number inscribed on them. It is rathdficdilt to describe the inte-
rior of this building, but when you first enter y@an imagine seeing centu-
ries-old figures moving around. It is a church lwebrth visiting, but you
must buy the history guide which makes good reading
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Registers

BAPTISMS

18" November at St George’s
Daisy Mae lona Lunn
Megan Rose Dobson

18" November at St John'’s
Lucy Mai Wyndham-Read-Sproule

FUNERAL
7" Novemberat St Mark’s
Leslie John Green

Hale Methodist Church
¢ invites you to KN X

A Celebration of Epiphany <
W on ' W
Saturday, 5th January at 7.30 pm v

" Words and music, poetry and prose to celebratetapaChrist's **
o early life that sometimes passes us by in Methodism ;
jj And, as always, a chance to enjoy the last mine@pihe season.._
There are no tickets. This year the event is bbeeid in support ot
2 Methodist Missions. 2



