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As followers of Jesus Christ,
we seek to enjoy and reflect God'’s love
for all in our life and worship.
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THE VICAR WRITES

A Confirmation in our Parish

am looking forward with some excitement to the Confirmation to
be held at St George’s on the evening of 9" June, and | hope
that as many people as possible will attend to support our Par-
ish and the candidates.

For many people, the main objective of being confirmed has been
receiving communion. For children who have attended church since
early childhood this expectation has been particularly acute: a
heady expectation built around receiving the Church’'s ‘special
meal’, legally drinking alcohol and receiving some special tuition
from the vicar. Young children particularly have a great curiosity
about goes on at the communion rail; recently at St George’s a little
child watched with awe as a line of people were communicated and
then protested all the way to the back of the church when mum
wanted him to leave. An adolescent spoke to me once of how,
though now confirmed, she had wanted to receive since at least the
age of four and had felt excluded.

There was a time in the church in this country when there was no
separation between Baptism and Confirmation; in fact, Elizabeth |
was brought by Henry VIII for Baptism and Confirmation when she
was three days old. It is a detailed subject, but briefly: at one time
Bishops would have taken all Baptisms and confirmed people at the
same time, but as the church grew this was no longer practical. In
the Eastern Church the Bishop’s link remained by his consecrating
the oil of Chrism which a priest used as he both baptised and con-
firmed people. In the West, Confirmation was delayed until a Bishop
was available and later this became connected to special lessons
for those to be confirmed. This is how baptism and confirmation be-
came separated and also how childhood communion ceased in
many churches. (In a number of churches throughout the country,
following discussion and agreement at General Synod, very young
children can now receive communion with the expectation that they
must also receive instruction).



Receiving communion lies at the centre of our church communities
within the Church of England. We are a Eucharistic community. It
will be an exciting moment for the newly confirmed to receive the
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the first time at the rail on
9™ June and it is one of the great joys and privileges of ordained min-
istry to accompany people on that path of pilgrimage. Communion is
the heavenly food that sustains us in our daily living as Christians.
But in being confirmed we are also expressing our desire (first spoken
for us in good faith by others at our Baptism) to turn to Christ, to sub-
mit to Christ and to come to Christ. We are saying that it is our fer-
vent wish to spend our lives on a Christian pilgrimage, finding ways
throughout our life of knowing God’s loving purpose for us and follow-
ing it.

To those to be confirmed: we look forward with excitement to receiv-
ing you as communicant members of the church. Please bring your
talents to us; don’t be anxious, and say ‘I am new here; what can |
offer?’ Your desire to commit to a closer journey with God is a gift in
itself and brings joy to our church. | hope you will find in our church
community a body of people who well represent what it means to be
Christ’s people on earth — we will hold you in our prayers.

The candidates’ names from this Parish will be printed in the weekly
news sheet closer to the 9" to enable prayers to be said for them.

Love in Christ

Revd. Carol
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4, Ingredients W
YA v
4 100 g (4 0z) margarine ¢

10g tsp) golden syrup
0 (2 tsp) gold
& vanilla essence v
4 pinch of salt W
B 150 g 0z) plain flour
& 0g (602) plain f S
4 759 (3 0z) desiccated coconut ¢
100 g (4 oz) caster sugar
175 g (7 oz) mixed dried fruit
v ixed dried frui Vs
& C For the icing: ‘s
4 1259 (5 0z) icing sugar e
4, 25 ml (1 tbsp) lemon juice $
A 15 ml (1 dsp) water N
4, Method e
4 Melt together the ingredients of A, and cool slightAdd the ingredients from¢g”
B and press into a Swiss Roll tin. Cook in a peated oven at 180, (350F,
N Gas mark 4) for 20 minutes v
N Mix the ingredients of C together and spread ofaer rhixturewhile it is still s
v
& hot from the oven Cut into slices when it is thoroughly cool
By The slices may be frozen v
& v
& N
& v
NS PSPPI ISP PSPPI,
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1 Saturday, 17th May, 10.00 am to 1.00 pm
138, Oakland Avenue

' Hosts: Peter and Elizabeth Haines

!In aid of Christian Aid

i Saturday, 7th June, 10.30 am to 12.00

1 St Mark’s Centre

'Saturday 5th July, 10.00 am to 12.00

St Mark’s Centre - Flower Festival Weekend
i If you would like to host a coffee morning, pleasstact Pat on 01252 713810
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TALKABOUT o
Monday, 12th May at Hale Methodist Church, 7.30 pm E

a

[m]

a

[m]

a

[m] [m]
o The Surrey Air Ambulance was launched in June 28@¥ has since flown over
o 220 missions. The helicopter responds to the smsbus of medical emergen-
© cies or incidents with remote access problems.p&eting swiftly to 999 calls?
E the Surrey Air Ambulance can deliver its highlylled team of Doctors an&
, Paramedics to the scene of an accident or medicatgency within minutes. Ig
o can reach any part of Surrey within 15 minutesnfiytime, transporting patients
o to the nearest major hospital or specialist unid ifiaction of the time taken bgl
E land ambulanceCaroline Cooperis from the SAA events team.

a

[m]
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ONE WAY OF DEALING WITH DEER I

I
i Following Mrs Hunt'’s letter in the April magazinee have made enquiries, both: of
- garden centres and horticultural specialists, dra/e found two possible methodsl of
| preventing deer and rabbits from attacking plants. |

!One is to use an ultrasonic device emitting a sigiéch is unpleasant for the animails.
 However, this would need an electrical supply niearGarden of Remembrance, which
-we do not have.

I :

- The second is to use a spray called ‘Grazers’ wbahbe watered onto the plants !_and
!which discourages the grazing animals from munclhivem, while encouraging other
iplants around. The manufacturers assure us tisapitbduct is not harmful to humans,

:nor to domestic animals, but merely deters theeggaz We have therefore orderelj a
Isupply of this and will treat the vulnerable plaasssoon as it arrives.
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Please join us for a

| |
| |
| COFFEE MORNING :
| for CHRISTIAN AID ,
I at 38 OAKLAND AVE |
: SATURDAY, 17" MAY 2008 |
| from 10am till 1pm '
I Cakes,Raffle,Bring & Buy! :
' |
[




Prayer Page
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May - the month of Mary

May is a month of Bank Holidays. It has also sometimes been
called the Month of Mary. So on Bank Holiday Monday 26 May,
worship will be a commemoration of the Mother of Jesus.

Come and join in celebrating the Eucharist that day at 11.30 am at 4 Radford
Close (off Monkton Lane - home of John and June Evans 01252 710594).

Best to bring a cushion or folding chair to sit on.
If you can stay afterwards, do bring a picnic lunch too.
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SPECIAL SERVICES & EVENTS IN MAY

ASCENSION DAY - Thursday, 1st
10.30 am Eucharist at St George’s
8.00 pm  Sung Eucharist at St John’s (with incense)

*kkkk

The 10.15 am Sunday Eucharist in Hale

4th at St John’s: Guest Preacher Revd Paul Barl@nest-in-
charge of All Saints Alton; Assistant Curate, Hdl893-1997

11th at St Mark’s - PENTECOST: Guest Preacher Verhiel
Chapman Vicar of Hale 1984-1991

18th at St John’s - TRINITY: Eucharist and Baptism

25th at St Mark’s: All-Age Worshiphis is my Body; this is my
Blood- a celebration of Corpus Christi. Sunday Schaul.
welcome.

*kkkk

ALSO FOR YOUR DIARY:

1st June at St John’s: Guest Preacher Rt Revd Hayn@outh-
ern, Suffragan Bishop of Repton; Vicar of Hale &d
Team Rector of Hale with Badshot Lea 1992-99

Friday, 6th June, 7.30 pm at St Mark’s: a Concegiitlale School
Musicians and Heartmusic. Entry Fee. Retiringétion. Re-
freshments. All welcome.
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Worship changes lives

he central importance of worship in the life of tBeurch has been empha-

sised in a new book published by the Church of &mgjk Liturgical Com-

mission. Worship Changes Livestresses that all worship should honour

God and, like a newspaper headline, grab peoptggamthem and change
their lives. It should inspire and excite. lttiee heart of a church. Worship is the
Church's 'headline business'," argues the guidgoels on to urge churches to review
their worship so that it reflects the power thaslbeyond the words said and sung
each week. In doing so, the book questions tha temoted by some elements of
popular psychology that words can have a subcoansgower of their own. Instead,
it suggests that the words and actions of worshign practised in fellowship with
Christians across the world, are powerful becaheg teflect God's love and shape
worshippers to serve God's mission.

Written on behalf of the Liturgical Commission a&tpof theTransforming Worship
initiative, the 48-page guide aims to stimulatecdssion within Parochial Church
Councils, worship groups and ministry teams on heevship might be a greater
force for change within local communities. Rootedeal-life practice with accessi-
ble text and attractive photography, the guide gmnmisspire the whole worshipping
community to reflect on ‘connecting with the Godowin Jesus, transforms us and
the world'. Worship Changes Livesets out a series of discussion-starters aimed at
the whole Church: "This guide isn't just for clergy academics or people with a
special interest in liturgy and ceremonial. Ifas everyone who worships, to help
each one look again at what we are doing when wehimGod. Worship lies at the
heart of what and who we are as Christians: it sh®wed to us and us to God," the
editors, the Revd Peter Moger and Professor Paddbaw, state in their introduc-
tion. "This booklet is designed to force a geatt & thinking within churches about
worship, and in particular the importance of Baptisnd Holy Communion, and the
value of music and daily prayer. It's a key péithe vision behind th&ransforming
Worshipinitiative, to enhance the Church of England’'s Wwirsacross the whole
church."

Areas explored by the guide include:

* How weddings and funerals may be examples ofisesvthat change people on

many different levels

* How intercessory prayer focuses Christians on'&objectives rather than ours
How baptism shapes Christian identity and is thébmaak of a mission-
focused Church.

To help churches get the most out of the guideitiaddl questions and supporting
study material are availableatvw.transformingworship.org.uk

Worship Changes Livegriced £4.99 (ISBN 978-07151-2132-0), is ava#afstbm
Christian bookshops including Church House Bookslaypby mail order via the
web atwww.chpublishing.co.uk

12



A matter of life and debt

he Church of England is launching an easy-to-utsantive online resource
for working out a household spending budget, witkipful

prayers for guidance (both attached), emphasisiagthe

Bible teaches us to be content with what we ha«
rather than find satisfaction from over-spending. \
With average household debt in the UK at £8,98%I(shng "
mortgages), the move is an addition to the ChurfcErmland's

national Matter of Life and Debt campaign. Laurdlwe January

2008, the campaign offers common sense advice @swources so that
householders can make sense of the amount of liepate in, and then seek assistance
from a registered debt adviser if necessary.

The Bishop of Ripon and Leeds, Rt Revd John Paciasirman of the Church of Eng-
land's Stewardship Committee, says: “Christianffiyras that we need to take care over
our spending. We need to avoid the dangers of défat also need to ensure that people
do not take advantage of those in debt. Thisaitht® runs alongside our concern about
the exploitation of people in debt in our society."

So that householders can work out their own houdemedget, the Matter of Life and
Debt website pages atww.cofe.anglican.org/debtow feature an easy-to-use, interac-
tive, downloadable Excel spreadsheet - which tatplsxcome and spending, and allows
householders to make adjustments until they aranbalg their budget. The re-
source ,which can be used in church services pagsof a talk on money and making
ends meet, also displays simple-to-follow moneyirgatips when users fill in boxes.

There are links to specially written prayers fordgunce for those working out a house-
hold budget, atvww.cofe.anglican.org/prayersOne prayer requests: "Lord God, your
will is to bring hope and a future to all your p&mp Trusting in your steadfast love, we
ask your guidance as we work out a household budgetp us to learn to let no debt
remain outstanding, except the debt to love oneéhanothrough Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen."

Dr John Preston, the Church of England's ResowandsStewardship Officer, and co-
author of the Matter of Life and Debt resourceg]:sdt is right for the Church of Eng-
land to speak out on the issue of consumer debihcaey, wealth and possessions are
mentioned in the Bible more than 2,400 times." dbwnloadable Excel file and other
useful resources and information can be found enMhtter of Life and Debt pages of
the Church of England websitevaivw.cofe.anglican.org/debt
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GO A-MAYING!

I\/I ay is the month when the ancie

pagans used to get up to all sorts. °

Romans held their festival to honour 1

mother-goddess Maia, goddess of

ture and growth. (May is named after

her.) The early Celts celebrated the feast ofa®eltin honour of the sun god, Beli.
For centuries in ‘Olde England’ the people went ritatflay. After the hardship of
winter, and hunger of early spring, May was a tiofiéndulgence and unbridled
merriment. One Philip Stubbes, writing in 1583 swaandalised:for what kissing
and bussing, what smooching and slabbering onaathar, is not practised?”

Henry VIII went ‘maying’ on many occasions. Thetkfwould stay out all night in

the dark rain-warm thickets, and return in the nmgnfor dancing on the green
around the May pole, archery, vaulting, wrestliagd that evening, bonfires. The
Protestant reformers took a strong stand against D&y, and in 1644 May Day
was abolished altogether. Many May poles came danty to go up again at the
Restoration, when the first May Day of King Chadeseign was “the happiest
Mayday that hath been many a year in England”, riicg to Pepys.

May Day to most people today brings vague folk meesoof a young Queen of the
May decorated with garlands and streamers and fyveeMay pole to weave, Mor-
ris dancing, and the intricacies of well dressin@iasington in Derbyshire.

May Day is a medley of natural themes such as seinthe advent of summer,
growth in nature, and, since 1833, Robert Owerssoni of a millennium in the fu-

ture, beginning on May Day, when there would benmare poverty, injustice or

cruelty, but harmony and friendship. This is why,modern times, May Day has
become Labour Day, which honours the dignity of kess. And until recently, in

communist countries, May Day processions were imohio of the achievement of
Marxism. There has never been a Christian coriteMay Day, but nevertheless
there is the well known 6am service on the top efgifblen Tower at Oxford where
a choir sings in the dawn of May Day.

An old May carol includes the lines:

The life of man is but a span,

it flourishes like a flower

We are here today, and gone tomorrow

- we are dead within an hour.

There is something of a sadness about it, bothomsvand tune, as there is about all
purely sensuous joy.

For May Day is not Easter, and the joys it represbave always been earth-bound
and fleeting. 14



TWO POEMS ABOUT THE EUCHARIST

After Communion

Why should | call Thee Lord, Who art my God?
Why should | call Thee Friend, who art my Love?
Or King, Who art my very Spouse above?

Or call Thy Sceptre on my heart Thy rod?

Lo, now Thy banner over me is love,

All heaven flies open to me at Thy nod:

For Thou hast lit Thy flame in me a clod,

Made me a nest for dwelling of Thy Dove.

What wilt Thou call me in our home above,

Who now hast called me friend: how will it be
When Thou for good wine settest forth the best?
Now Thou dost bid me come and sup with Thee,
Now Thou dost make me lean upon Thy breast:
How will it be with me in time of love?

Chistina Rossetti (1830 — 1894)

Love

Love bade me welcome; yet my soul drew back,
Guilty of dust and sin.

But quick-eyed Love, observing me grow slack
From my first entrance in,

Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning,
If I lacked anything.

‘A guest’, | answered, ‘worthy to be here.’
Love said, ‘You shall be he.’

‘l, the unkind, ungrateful? Ah, my dear,
| cannot look on thee.’

Love took my hand, and smiling did reply,
‘Who made the eyes but 1?7’

‘Truth, Lord, but | have marred them; let my shame
go where it doth deserve.’

‘And know you not’, says Love, ‘who bore the blarhe?
‘My dear, then | will serve.’

‘You must sit down’, says Love, ‘and taste my mieat.
So | did sit and eat.

George Herbert (1593-1633)
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THE MAY PROFILE

To move forward, both personally and spirituallgsh
long been important to Peter Glazier, and his recen
enthusiastic involvement with the church community
at St George’s is largely because of Peter's state
St George’s is indeed a church that is moving for-
ward.

Born in Carshalton, Peter has spent a good praporti

of his life in the north-west of England. His fatls

work took him to Liverpool, and Peter grew up with

his brother on the Wirral. On leaving school, Pete

went into a job with the Inland Revenue. From,this

he moved into accountancy, initially as a tax sgleci
ist; he wanted to make a difference in business$ralsnwith a financial angle.
This led him eventually into running his own acctamnty practice, and subse-
quently into contract work which, he found, was enceadily available in the
London area. Now firmly settled in Farnham, he kgdior the NHS in Chert-
sey.

Peter and his wife Jill have four children betwéeem, and by the time this
issue of the parish magazine is published they heille welcomed their third
grandchild. Peter’s hobbies and interests inchadsic: he plays the piano and
helps out as a stand-in organist, and enjoys compdss own worship songs.
He also likes motoring, reading and swimming; bist &bsorbing interest is
clearly church.

Peter’s religious upbringing was conventional, kel many young people he
rebelled against it. After his confirmation, it svguite a few years before his
interest was rekindled. A major influence in tinas his sister, who was a
very active Christian. Peter’s search for faittewm@t an easy one; there were
many questions with which he had to wrestle. Thmrme a time, though,
when his path became clear. He had been worshigpisg Mary’s, Upton (in
the Wirral) when the total inclusivity of the Chrésn message was made clear
to him by the curate; it was at the moment of thade in that church that Peter
felt he could at last make the commitment for whithhad been searching.
This experience was reinforced by Peter's encosnv@th the ‘Vineyard
Movement’, and with ‘New Wine’, its British counpart. Describing himself
as an evangelical, Peter has sought out churchesewiis interests and enthu-
siasms find a response; in this part of Surreydsworshipped both at St John

16



the Baptist, Wonersh and at Holy Trinity, AldershotVhat seems most
natural to him, though, is to go to the local garihurch, and this is what
has led him and Jill to St George'’s.

There is much at St George’s that seems to profuifienent for Peter: he
looks for a focus on renewal, on practical Christig on growth and on
reaching out to others. He feels that this isw@aton the move, and there
can be little doubt that his commitment and entsrsi are available to
maintain and, if possible, enhance that forward ewtoim.

‘Piran’
The hymn Peter chooses for this profile is one gfhvats due emphasis to the name
of Jesus and underlines the centrality of that nemntiee life of all Christians.

| heard the voice of Jesus say,
‘Come unto me and rest;

Lay down, thou weary one, lay down
Thy head upon my breast.’

| came to Jesus as | was,

Weary, and worn, and sad;

| found in him a resting-place,

And he has made me glad.

| heard the voice of Jesus say,

‘Behold, | freely give

The living water, thirsty one:

Stoop down, and drink, and live.’

| came to Jesus, and | drank

Of that life-giving stream;

My thirst was quenched, my soul revived,
And now | live in him.

| heard the voice of Jesus say,

‘I am this dark world’s light:

Look unto me, thy morn shall rise,
And all thy day be bright.’

| looked to Jesus, and | found

In him my star, my sun;

And in that light of life I'll walk

Till travelling days are done.
(H Bonar, 1808-89)
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You'vegothhm

When small children sit down to write letters to God, you never know what they
are going to say. Here are some examples, spellings and all. Out of the

Instead of letting people die and haveing to make new ones why don't you just
keep the ones you got now?
Jane

| went to this wedding and they kissed right in church. Is that OK?
Neil

In Bible times did they really talk that funny?

Jennifer

| am Welsh. What are you?
Robert

Thank you for the baby brother but what | prayed for was a puppy.
Joyce

| bet it is very hard for you to love all of everybody in the whole world. There are
only four people in our family and | can never do it.
Nan

Please put another holiday between Christmas and Easter. There is nothing
good in there now.
Ginny

If you watch in church on Sunday | will show you my new shoes.
Mickey D

If we come back as something please don't let me be Jennifer Horton. | hate her.
Denise

We read Thos Edison made light. But in Sun school they said you did it. So | bet
he stoled your idea.

Yours sincerely

Donna

19



MAY

N\ Ve DIARY DATES
1 Ascension
Coffee ‘Drop-in’, St Mark’s Centre, 10.00 am to 0@.
TEACAKES St Mark’s Centre, 2.00 pm
2 Philip and James, apostles
4 Easter 7
5 Hale choir practice, St John’s, 7.30 pm
7 Beyond Beliefl5 Rushden Way, 8.00 pm
8 Julian of Norwich, spiritual writer (c.1417)
Coffee ‘Drop-in’, St Mark’s Centre, 10.00 am t0.0@
11  PENTECOST
Joint Service for Christian Aid Week, St John’§@®Gpm
12 Hale choir practice, St John’s, 7.30 pm
14  Matthias the apostle
Hale W.I., Hale Institute, 12.30
Beyond Beliefl5 Rushden Way, 8.00 pm
15 Coffee ‘Drop-in’, St Mark’s Centre, 10.00 amit?.00
16  Knitters 'R'Us 2 Oak Tree View, 2.30 to 5.00 pm
17  Coffee Morning, 38 Oakland Avenue, 10.30 am to Q2.0
18  TRINITY
19 Dunstan, archbishop (988)
Hale choir practice, St John’s, 7.30 pm
20 Alcuin, deacon, abbot (804)
21 Helena, protector of the Holy Places (330)
Mothers’ Union Corporate Communion, St John’s0%#n
Beyond Beliefl5 Rushden Way, 8.00 pm
22 Corpus Christi
Coffee ‘Drop-in’, St Mark’s Centre, 10.00 am to 0@.
24 John and Charles Wesley, evangelists, hymnnarife’91 and 1788)
25  Trinity 1
26 Augustine, archbishop (605), John Calvin, refear(i564)
Bank Holiday Home Eucharist, 4 Radford Close, @
Hale music group
28 Lanfranc, monk, archbishop, scholar (1089)
29 Coffee ‘Drop-in’, St Mark’s Centre, 10.00 amit?.00
30 Josephine Butler, social reformer (1906), Jdakro, visionary (1431)
31  Visit of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth

¢

Q

The deadline for the June issue is
Sunday, 4th May.
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Sunday, 18th May |
11.30 am |
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‘If we come together, we can achieve
amazing things.’

ekha Biswas from Bangladesh provides a humblingiaspirational example for

Christian Aid Week. This courageous lady goes ftommse to house, talking to

families about the problems they face getting wated vitally, she also chal-

lenges gender roles. She encourages women to comesttings of the local pani
parishad, the village water council.

Water is on tap for most of us in the developedlavdrut in those countries where it isn't,
it's women and children who suffer the most. Thpgred hours carrying heavy pots of water
to their families. Lack of water can also lead amily disputes, with women and children
bearing the brunt of their husbands’ or fathergrstempers at the end of a day’s labour, and
risking abuse. Women also have no economic indeperadas their lives are spent collecting
water. They end up caring for family members whodnee sick through drinking dirty wa-
ter. Children lose out on education because theg haspend so much time fetching water.
In Bangladesh people often have to walk for up4d@urs to collect water to drink.

Christian Aid partner The Bangladesh Centre for @&thed Studies has set up pani parishads
in villages throughout Bangladesh. These commuarigyanisations discuss and agree the best
water supply solutions for their particular villag&he water councils also provide a forum
for addressing other community issues. Now that uilage has clean water, the pani
parishad is working to establish schools, as welloaking at plans to reconstruct roads and
take action to stop child marriage. The villageosvrhave the power to make their lives bet-
ter.

The pani parishads encourage women to take aneaaile. Each council must have more
than 50 per cent female membership and the prasidest be female. Rekha explains that:
‘In the pani parishad, we give training to helpdpke] understand what they need and then
how to achieve it. But most importantly, they ursfend that they can do things for them-
selves.’

Rekha tells people that if they come together, ttay achieve things that they couldn't if
they were alone. By giving up a couple of hoursrauChristian Aid Week, you are collect-
ing so much more than money. Your gifts can meatenvaights and courage. By coming
together, we can achieve amazing things.

A gift of just 50p to Christian Aid would pay fome day’'s gender training per person with

BCAS to improve relationships in families and lessige burden on women. £50 would pay
the monthly salary of a community pani parishadrdoator, who helps women and the poor
to discover their voice, understand their rightmater, learn about health and hygiene, and
begin to bring about change. Your gifts can helmitee voice to a single woman or to a

whole community.

If you can offer some time to Christian Aid Weelstliear, please contact your church’s co-
ordinator, or ring Sadie Blankley on 01252 79504fen the red envelope comes through
your door, please give as generously as you card dut more about Christian Aid Week by
visiting www.caweek.org
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A visit to the church of

St James’, Finchampstead
by Roy Sallis

Standing on a hillside, St James’ still retainswals of the original church which
were built around the time of the Norman Conqué&ttJames’ more or less took its
present form in 1150. When you enter the churchstand by the font, you are in
the most ancient part of the building. The fontdstainly older than any other part,
a mason probably crafting it around 1030. The bssef course, more modern,
around 1855. To the left you can see in the whlblg water stoup, only discovered
in 1915. In 1855 churchwardens decided to cutféertory box into the wall and
unwitting sliced through the top of the stoup.

Turn left at the font and look down the aisle whgoai can see the whole of the
original Norman church nave, chancel and sanctudiyu are looking at the work

of craftsmen who lived over 800 years ago. Theutdr shape of the sanctuary is
known as an apse. Facing the sanctuary, you @oree of the best features of St
James’: the east-facing stained glass window degid¢he Transfiguration. This

was dedicated in 1932. The window framings abbeealtar and the south wall of
the nave were constructed during th& dntury. The pulpit is decorated with mid-
1400s tracery, probably taken from the rood screkich would have divided the

nave from the chancel. There are no other remafirthe original rood screen.

Note the fine moulded beams and wall plates ofrtéaee roof. The north chapel

also had a massive timbered roof with camberetdams and moulded wall plates
of about the same period.

The little chapel, or a northern transept, wastatbaround 1375. If you study it
more closely you can see how this was constructddout 100 years later the
chapel was enlarged to its present size, and aeiut00 years after that, about
1590, a separate entrance was made in the corrieh vehnow referred to as the
1590 door. In the chapel hangs the personal bamindohn Watson VC, GCB.

This was formerly hung in the Henry VII Chapel inegtminster Abbey. Hanging

on the front of the organ casing is a Royal Codkrofis.

The magnificent tower was built in 1720. Once arythis is opened to the public.
If you are energetic and used to heights, it istivatimbing to the top to see the
breathtaking views. The bell chamber has six pélle dating from 1792 and the
sixth added in 1885.

Interesting facts:

The oldest church in Britain is probably St Petersthe-wall, Bradwell-on-Sea,
Essex, which dates from th& entury.

The oldest working turret or tower clock is in toever of St Mary’s, Rye, Sussex.
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Registers

FUNERAL

18" March at Aldershot Crematorium I
Denis Apperley

If You Want to Walk on Water You've Got to G¢
Out of the Boat

Based on Johan Orthberg’s book
A six-session journey on Learning to Trust God

Come and join us at Mary Gibson’s house on Thursdayings, beginning on
Thursday, May ¥ : 7.45 to begin at 8.00

Please speak to Mary Gibson or Maxine Everitt (22E135)
for more information
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