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As followers of Jesus Christ,  
we seek to enjoy and reflect God’s love  
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THE RECTOR WRITES 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
  To dream the impossible dream… 
  To reach the unreachable star…. 
  This is my quest -  
  To follow that star… 
  No matter how far 
 
Do you remember that song?  It was written (for the musical Man of 
La Mancha) in the early 1960s, a time of great change in society 
and culture.  As we emerged from the long shadows of the Second 
World War, we began to envision alternative ways of living.  In soci-
ety, religion, politics and morals, the old certainties were questioned 
and even overturned.  And the whole of our culture was shaken to 
its foundations as men and women of a new generation began to 
dream dreams of a new and better world. 
 
And now, in our own parish – on a much smaller scale, of course, 
but no less real for all that – we are in just such a time of dreaming.  
For this autumn we look forward to the Parish Funding Programme. 
 
Now, you may be forgiven for wondering just how a ‘parish funding 
programme’ can possibly be compared with the exciting, radical, 
revolutionary days of the Sixties.  Parish. Funding.  Programme. It 
all sounds ever so worthy, but also terribly dull, doesn’t it?  Surely 
the very word ‘funding’ gives it away?  It’s just all about money, isn’t 
it, and how we would like more? 
 
Well, it is about money – and it’s best to be up-front about that.  
That’s why it’s got the word funding in the title: we don’t want people 
to think we’re being coy or embarrassed about money matters.  But 
it doesn’t start with money (and doesn’t end with it either, for that 
matter).  Rather, it starts with dreams. 
 
We believe that God is calling us to dream ‘impossible dreams in 
this parish, to envision a future in which God’s Spirit is ever more 
fully alive in and working through us, a future in which our churches 
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Prints of this fine drawing of St Mark’s by Stewart Dakers  
are available from the Parish Office 

are truly powerhouses of prayer and sanctuaries of silence, places of hope 
and healing, fully open to all in our communities, young and old, rich and 
poor, Christian and non-Christian, symbols of hope and faith and love in 
Hale and Badshot Lea. 
 
These are the dreams we shall be sharing with others – in rather more 
specific detail - at the Programme’s presentations in October.  And, yes, 
we shall be appealing to people to respond financially to what they hear – 
but only in order to enable these ‘impossible’ dreams to become reality. 
 
And the dreaming never ends.  We are called always to be dreaming new 
dreams and following new stars, in response to the changing needs of our 
communities and our ever-deepening understanding of the purposes of 
God. 
 
What are your dreams for our churches in this parish?  What stars do you 
believe God is calling you – and all of us – to reach? 
 
And will you respond to the Funding Programme, joyfully and generously, 
to enable these dreams to become reality? 
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Chicken Myers 
Serves 4 
4-6 chicken pieces 
300 ml (10 ½ fl oz) can of condensed cream of chicken soup 
100 g (4  tbsp) mayonnaise 
2g (½ tsp) curry powder 
100 ml (4 tbsp) double cream 
50 g (2 oz) grated cheddar cheese 
 

Method: 
Pre-heat the oven to 190oC (375oF). 
Arrange the chicken pieces in an ovenproof dish.  Combine the undiluted soup, 
mayonnaise, cream and curry powder and spoon over the chicken.  Sprinkle  
with the cheese. 
Bake in the oven for about  30 minutes, until the chicken is cooked and the 
sauce is golden brown. 
 

NOTE:  An added ingredient is a  packet of frozen broccoli, thawed and put in 
with the chicken before coating with the sauce. 
 

This recipe also works well with white fish instead of chicken.  
 

        Maureen Rutty 

 

FINANCIAL GRANTS 
 
Are you a student seeking financial assistance, or perhaps you know someone who 
requires support?  The Bishop Sumner Educational Foundation is endowed to offer 
grants to young persons for purposes such as:  
Educational travel /School visits, Textbooks, Sporting activities, Training, Apprenticeship 
tools,  Musical instrument or lessons, School uniform or equipment, Other education/
career/social related activities, needs or sponsorship. 
 

Provided you live in the Ancient Parish of Farnham and are attending school, college or 
university, and are not older than 24, then you are eligible to apply.  Applicants are en-
couraged to give specific details of their requirements, with associated costs, so that the 
Trustees can give each application the fullest and most sympathetic consideration. 
 

For an application form, please contact Roger Love on Farnham 713810.  
Completed forms (including supporting references, etc.) must be returned by 30th Sep-
tember 2008 . 
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ST MARK’S COMES FIRST 

 
The Hale carnival on 5th July attracted a large number of participants, and our par-
ish played an appropriately prominent part.  In fact, we won first prize as well as the 
trophy for the best dressed adult entries.  The photo shows Bill Leach proudly carry-
ing the rosette as the group marches past St Mark’s.  His fellow banner-bearer is 
organist Tony Parker; behind them can be seen our Rector dressed as Bishop Sum-
ner, accompanied by the episcopal spouse.  The rather mysterious figure in goggles 
is our Treasurer designate Peter Gill (ex-RAF) wearing the complete flying suit.   

�
����������	���
��������
��	��
���
����������������
 ���
����������
�����
�
�����������	�������������������� �
���

���������
��
��������������������	
����
����	���	
��
�	���	
�	�� ����
����
������
����������������	
��
�����
�	��
�
����� ���� 
	��������������������������������	!"��
������������ ��	��
	���������#$!%!�&$$'(%��



6 

 

THE PARISH FUNDING PROGRAMME 
 

The DCCs have agreed on the timing and type of event that they wish to 
use to support the Parish Funding Programme.  It is important that the 
whole parish is involved in these events if we are to fulfil the vision that 
we have to make Hale with Badshot Lea a vibrant church community. 
 
St George’s 
Friday, 17th October at 7.30 pm: a cheese and wine evening incorporat-
ing a presentation on the life and future hopes of our church. 
Sunday, 19th October at 11.30 am: an amended Family Praise service, 
which will incorporate a presentation followed by a child-friendly 
lunch.  
 
St John’s and St Mark’s 
Sunday, 12th October at 11.30: a short, informal act of worship, fol-
lowed by a presentation in church.  Lunch will be provided after the 
worship and presentation.  There will be a crèche facility for children 
during the presentation.  
 
Giving in Grace 
To help support and understand the funding event, there will be a series 
of groups for discussion and Bible study during September, to which all 
are very welcome 
 
There will be three groups led by Revd Carol at St George’s on Sunday 
evenings at 7.15: on September 14th, 21st and 28th. 
There will be three groups led by Revd John Page at St Mark’s on 
Wednesday evenings at 7.30: on September 10th, 17th and 24th. 
There will also be three daytime groups lead by Revd John Page at St 
Mark’s on Friday afternoons at 2.30: on September 12th, 19th and 26th. 
 
Prayer Cards 
 
We plan to issue small prayer cards containing the Parish Prayer for 
use in private prayer, study groups, triplets and services, to help rein-
force the power of prayer over the whole funding event. 
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HALE W.I.  Hale Institute, Wings Road 
10th September, 1.45 pm 
A Night in a Bedouin Tent Mr Tanner Competition: An Arabian Souvenir 

Looking forward to seeing you there    
� � � ��� �� � � ��� �� � � ��� �� � � ��� � ����Secretary: Marilyn Viveash  315806 
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MOTHERS’  UNION 

Corporate Communion 

Third Wednesday of each month 

St John’s, 9.30 am 
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COFFEE MORNINGS 

If you would like to host a coffee morning, please contact Pat on 01252 713810 

 

Saturday, 6th September, 10.30 am to 12.00 

Jenny Bull’s house, 25 Wentworth Close,  
Weybourne (Jenny makes super cakes) 
Saturday, 4th October, 10.30 am to 12.00 
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This month, please pray for God to bless and prosper the Parish 
Funding Programme: 
 

For the work of the Parish Funding Programme Planning Team 
in co-ordinating the Programme 

For all who are involved in executing the various aspects of the 
Programme 

For all who will be invited to attend our presentations, that they 
will respond positively to their invitation 

For all who will attend the Presentations, that they will be cap-
tured by the dreams of our churches, and respond joyfully 
and generously. 

 
And let us all pray that God’s Spirit will inspire us, and enable 
us to dream ever more impossible dreams for our par ish, and 
give us the energy and will to transform our dreams  into reali-
ties. 
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The response to the publication of the photograph of St Mark’s choir has been most en-
couraging, and the letter featured below will doubtless evoke further reminiscences.  It 
could also provoke one or two reactions, which your Editor, always in favour of lively 
debate, will receive with interest. 

***** 
 

         29 Firshill Avenue 
                                                                                          Sheffield  S4 7AA 
 
                                                                                         1 July 2008 
 
Dear Mr Daniel 
  
I am so pleased to respond to the photograph in the magazine and to ask where the later 
photograph of the late 1940s is that included Ann Walker (an evacuee from London) of very pre-
cious memory, as was Sybil Mayes, who was Deaconess at Hale in the time of the Reverend Mer-
tons and on the arrival of the Reverend Arthur Jaggs.  She later became Warden of the Old House, 
Cropthorne, Worcestershire, after which she retired with her sister Gladys to Worcester. 
  
I would offer the following observations: 
1   Mr Hall - I don't now how you spell what may be his nickname (Hugee) or what his real name 
was.  His son Eric lived in Hope Lane with his wife and daughter.  Mr Hall's daughter was Phyllis 
Edwards, wife of  Cyril Edwards.  They had a daughter, Brenda (a member of the choir). She was an 
only child and sang a solo at my sister’s wedding at St John’s in the 1950s. 
2   The man next to Mr Hall is Mr Butcher, whose wife I believe was called Kate and  may have 
been the sister of Mrs Hall.  There was also a Mrs McFarlane, who may have been another sister. 
. 
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3   Mr S Powell was Sid Powell, who lived in Wings Road with his wife and children Raymond 
and Audrey and mother-in-law Mrs Ivy, whose late husband I believe was a policeman.  I be-
lieve Audrey, who was born on 21 April 1936, became Mrs Minter.  Sid, I believe, may have 
been a carpenter and worked for Caesar Brothers.  He had a brother, Bert, who I think was a choir 
member in Aldershot.  They had a sister who lived at Government Cottages. 
4   It should be remembered that Joey Edwards, who lived near the church, rang the three bells 
(using his foot for the third), and was the organ blower in my early days. 
5   Could the M Lodge be Margaret Lodge?   
6   In the front row are Roy Ireson (son of Win Ireson of Folly Lane), John? Wicks, Denis Pound 
(brother of Joyce Pound) who was the son of Daisy and Horace Pound and lived at The Dell, 
Folly Lane in the 1940s, and Ray Newman. 
NOTE:   My grandparents, George and Laura Lamport, earlier lived at The Dell.  Those proper-
ties were at the time owned by Charles Binfield (my great-uncle).  He sold the three cottages and 
the large meadow for a mere £800, the price having been negotiated by his friend Jim Chuter of 
Pear Tree Cottage, Folly Hill. 
7   C Pharo is Colin Pharo, the brother of Robin Pharo who I was at school with.  They had a 
sister, Valerie.  
 

I suggest that it should be easy to date the photograph as Nancy and Phyllis Lamport were born in 
the early 1930s.  My sister Ida and I, both born on Thursday 10 December 1936, joined St 
Mark's Choir in about 1943 in the time of brothers and sister Percy, Frank and Edith Cae-
sar .  The photograph predates this.  In my early days I vaguely recall seeing Kitty Milroy, and 
remember Ada Milroy and Camilla and Monica Bacon as well as the Coxon Family.  
 

I recall with joy our father James Binfield who died in 1971 having given faithful quiet service 
for many years, and also our mother Edith who died in 1989 having given the utmost diligence to 
her duties as the quiet, anonymous, unspoken of, unpaid church cleaner for some 41 years.   This 
was an example of the reality of life at St Mark's in past days. 
 

You may be interested to know that I have one or two photographs of the past, including a Sun-
day School or church outing to Bognor that includes ourselves and such people as Evelyn Caesar, 
Ann Walker and Grace Davey, and also a Hale School Play called A Master‘s Mistake, produced 
by Miss King.  We were at the school in the time of Miss Love (Infants) and Mr Gain and Mr 
Dobbin (Juniors).  In that context it is interesting that Miss Davis (a long serving teacher) and 
Florrie Dyer (former teacher) had taught my mother.  
 

I also recall with deep affection my early days with Deaconess Mayes.  Persuaded by Miss Mer-
tons, she came to live with us at our small home, Grafton Cottage, WIngs, Upper Hale.  She had a 
bicycle called Josephine on which she cycled round the village.  I vividly recall as a tiny boy 
sitting on the Deaconess’ lap while she tried (in vain) to teach me how to knit using white needles 
and bottle green wool. 
 

I do hope to share more with you not least on memories and prayer. 
 

Wishing you the riches of the Lord's blessings in His service, 
 
. 

���������	��
����������	��
����������	��
����������	��
�� ���
����
����

 

FOOTNOTE: The Editor continues to receive amendments to the list of names of those  
featured in the photo, and hopes in a future issue to publish a definitive version. 
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����BEYOND BELIEF  
 

A group of between eight and a dozen of us met for what turned out to be a series 
of lively discussions on aspects of our faith some of us had not really explored be-
fore.  We focussed initially on a book of sermons, The True Wilderness, by H A 
Williams, but these acted mainly as a starting point for our discussions.  John Page 
led some of the sessions, and we took turns to lead others.  The process proved 
demanding as well as liberating, and we certainly got to know each other better.  
To give a flavour of it all, here are Richard Shenton’s comments on one of our dis-
cussions. 
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Building on the Rock 
 

A sermon preached at St John’s on 1st June 2008 by Bishop Humphrey Southern 
 
 
A few days after the completion and final handing over by the builders of the St Mark’s Centre 
there was a violent summer storm: the thunder roared, the lightening cracked, the clouds 
opened and the rain cascaded down. Much of it (to our horror and dismay) inside the new St 
Mark’s Centre.  It was a bad moment.  And there was another, on a different occasion during 
my time in Hale with Badshot Lea, when large chunks of the Sumner Room in this very build-
ing started to tumble out of the wall, leaving great holes and causing severe hazards to passers 
by and necessitating the laying out of yards of plastic fencing while repairs were effected (and 
funding found for that).  It’s at moments like these that one doesn’t want to reflect on parables 
of Jesus such as that read as this morning’s Gospel (Matthew 4. 24-27), in which unsound 
building and unsound faith are closely related. 
 
 
Jesus said, at the end of the protracted passage of teaching that we know as the Sermon on the 
Mount: Everyone who hears these words of mine and acts upon them will be like a wise man 
who built his house upon a rock … and everyone who hears these words of mine and does not 
act upon them will be like a foolish man who built his house upon sand … The image is power-
ful and the message is plain: safety or security (in theology-speak ‘salvation’) lies in attention  
and obedience to the teaching of Jesus, and specifically the teaching just given.  This (lest we 
forget, or haven’t looked recently, or missed Church last week, when some of this was the 
Gospel) includes such gems as: 
 

If someone strikes you on the right cheek, offer him the other also … 
If anyone wants to take your coat, give him your shirt, too … 
Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you … 
Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, but store up treasures in heaven... 
Do not worry about your life … about food, or drink … or clothes … 
Be as care-less as the birds of the air and the flowers of the field … 
 

And so on and so on.  All of this (and a fair bit more) is the teaching that constitutes the Rock 
(Jesus insists) on which the wise person will choose to build. And that, as we know is very 
challenging.  
 
 
Now ‘challenging’ (as you probably know) is a technical term in sermon-speak.  In plainer 
language it means ‘downright bonkers’.  Non-resistance to aggression … surrender in the face 
of acquisitive bullying … love and goodwill to those determined to offer harm and damage … 
rejection of the material means to do good or bring comfort … abandoning worry or concern 
about life (our own or our loved ones’) – to make these the principles, the actual bedrock, of 
our safety, security and salvation: this (put like this) is, indeed, sheer bonkersness. (Or ‘very 
challenging’, if you prefer the easier, less challenging more conventional term.) 
 
 
You see, common sense (which we often think is the best we’ve got) actually suggests the 
complete opposite to Jesus’ principles as laid out in the Sermon on the Mount.  The Bishop of 
Rochester has recently said that it is Christian principles that lie at the foundation of our soci-
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ety and heritage, but I’m afraid that I disagree with the Bishop of Rochester on this: I suggest 
that it’s common sense (which we think is the best we’ve got) that informs and shapes the way 
our society and communities, our politics and systems, actually work.  That’s why the teaching 
of Jesus is so challenging (or bonkers, according to taste).  At the heart of the ordering of our 
society and our own process of decision-making and judgement-forming is not the radical, out-
and-out selflessness that Jesus preaches, but rather a sort of reasonable self-centredness that is 
very different. 
 
 
What do we long for for our children?  Self-responsibility, self-control, self-sufficiency: that’s 
what.  What (politically) is at the root of our democratic system, if not belief in self-
determination?  And in the exercise of our political freedoms is it not to our sense of self-interest 
– as individuals, as nation, as class or whatever – that the politicians appeal, most often? 
 
 
Human wisdom, in fact – the basis, it seems, of human civilisation – places great faith in the 
human self.  Not necessarily as a self-ish reality (though it’s interesting, isn’t it, that Richard 
Dawkins’ key notion is that of the so-called ‘selfish gene’?) but because (from a humanist point 
of view) the human self – interacting with other human selves, harmoniously and creatively, as 
one may hope – is the highest and the best force for good that the world has to offer.  And that is 
why the basis of Jesus’ teaching and example and achievement is so devastating and so – yes – 
challenging: offering a challenge not just to me and the norms and petty selfishnesses that com-
promise my private existence and relationships, and yours, but also to the very basis of our soci-
ety and purely human achievement. 
 
 
Jesus’ teaching – and even more his achievement symbolised for us by the Cross, the very sum-
mation of our faith – is all about a radical selflessness that sees value in the counter-cultural, the 
nonsensical, the impermanent and un-rooted.  Non-aggression, surrender, love and goodwill – 
these, Jesus’ teaching affirms, shifting and slippery as they are, are the rock in which our salva-
tion (our safety and security) is planted.  It’s a challenging notion, indeed. 
 
 
A year ago yesterday I was made a bishop, and it was a privilege and a huge encouragement and 
a joy to see so many of you there at St Paul’s on that day.  One of the bits of kit I had to acquire 
was this pectoral cross that I wear.  It was made for me by the same silversmith who (when we 
were living here) made Emma’s wedding present to me (a fine paperknife).  On it (the cross) are 
engraved in Greek – for one has to show off a bit – the words heauton ekenosen, from St Paul’s 
letter to the Philippians, chapter 2 verse 7 (speaking of Christ):  He emptied himself …[and it 
goes on] taking the form of a slave …being found in human form he humbled himself and be-
came obedient to death, even death on a cross …  This is the example and the achievement (as 
well as the teaching) of Christ: radical, out-and-out selflessness.    
 
 
It makes no sense.  
 
 
It is the very heart of the Gospel, and of our calling. 
 
 
And it is my prayer for the next 125 years of this parish’s vocation and witness, too.  Amen. 
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MUSEUM ON A SHOESTRING 
From a £1 note to …Buckingham Palace 

 

Jean Parratt 
 

will speak about, and demonstrate, how a mini-
collection of artefacts, costing just 20 shillings, took 
her from a temporary classroom in West Street, Farn-
ham to be honoured by H.M. The Queen at Bucking-
ham Palace. 
 
Event takes place at the United Reformed Church, 
South Street, Farnham (opp. Sainsbury’s Car Park) on 
Friday September 26th at 7.30 pm. 
 
Tickets £5 (to include light refreshments) are avail-
able from Margaret Mullery, 12 Firs Close, Farnbor-
ough, GU14 6SR (Tel: 01252-549269) 
Cheques payable to Arthritis Research Campaign. 

MURDER, MYSTERY & INTRIGUE 
at 

HALE VILLAGE HALL 
on 

SATURDAY 4TH OCTOBER  
at 

7.30 pm 
 

The Rebus Theatre Company has 
devised a murder mystery play and 
invites us to discover the culprit. 

 
Come and join us for a three-course 

dinner 
 

Tickets £20 * Bar * Raffle 
 

All proceeds to Arthritis Research 
Campaign 

 
Tickets available from Sue Bowness 
(714363) or Roger Bradley (715902) 
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FEAR NOT! 
 

Gene Robinson preaches 

at Putney 
 
It was a lovely evening.  St Mary's, Putney was crammed full.  
The music was beautiful. And there he stood, all alone in front 
of the altar. 
 
He bowed his head and said, "Lord, I feel I am only a boy."  It was a reference to the reading from 
Jeremiah 1.4-9:  Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, `Before I formed you in the womb I 
knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.'  
Then I said, `Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a boy.'  But the Lord 
God said to me, `Do not say, “I am only a boy”; for you shall go to all to whom I send you, and you 
shall speak whatever I command you.  Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you, 
says the Lord.'  Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the Lord said to me, 
‘Now I have put my words in your mouth.'  As he spoke, the roar of cameras clicking and the 
strobe of camera flashes filled the sacred space as the still photographers of the secular press 
took advantage of the 90 seconds granted them to take photos of the Bishop of New Hampshire 
doing this radical thing: preaching in a church in England. 
 
The people listening were not distracted by the flashes and the noise.  They were focused on 
Gene Robinson.  The reaction of many to his simple words, "Lord, I feel I am only a boy," was 
immediate and powerful.  Some closed their eyes.  Some wiped their eyes.  Some bowed their 
heads.  Several nodded.  After the photographers were escorted out, he continued.  "There is a lot 
of fear around.  Have you noticed?"  More nods.  He mentioned fears of terrorist attacks, fears of 
losing one's job, fears about the economy.  "Fear does terrible things" to people, he said. 
 
Just about then, a heckler stood up in the second row and began shouting at the Bishop, who 
stepped back, folded his hands and stood in silence.  People near the man tried to silence him, 
and others began a steady clapping to drown him out.  Then the choir started singing a hymn and 
the congregation joined in.  By this time, the man was being led - fairly gently, but firmly - out of 
the sanctuary.  
 
Unknowingly, and certainly unintentionally, this man had provided a perfect illustration of the 
power of fear to cause people to do unloving things to the object of their fears, to ‘the other’.   
After he was gone and the hymn ended, Bishop Robinson stepped forward again, and said, "Pray 
for that man."  He was clearly shaken by the man's hate-filled face and his brutal words, but as he 
spoke of God's love overcoming fear, he quickly regained his equilibrium, going on with grace and 
humour to make his points.  "The opposite of love is not hate," he said, "but fear."  He observed 
that the idea that the Anglican Communion might split over two men loving one another or two 
women loving each other "must break God's heart."  He reminded the crowd that the words, "Fear 
not!" book-ended Jesus' life: they were the first words the Angel Gabriel said to Mary just before 
she agreed to be the God-Bearer; it was what the angels said to the shepherds at his birth.  After 
his death, they were the first words out of Jesus' mouth at every one of his post-Resurrection 
appearances.  "Do not be afraid."  He talked about how people were fearful for the church, but 
reminded us that "the church is not ours to save or lose; it is God's gift to us."   He said it is time to  
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get over our fear for the church and start being good stewards of this gift, so that it can become the 
church God wants.  "The Anglican Communion is going to be fine," he said, and repeated it.  It 
might be different, but also, he pointed out, all this discussion might be a sign that the church is up 
to something new.  He said the Archbishop of Canterbury had "gotten it exactly right," by having the 
bishops at Lambeth deal with many of the important issues facing the world before  they take up the 
issue of human sexuality, a plan that puts sexuality in some perspective.  
 
Then he announced he was going to reveal the ‘homosexual agenda’.  "It is Jesus. Certainly that is 
the agenda for this homosexual: the Jesus I know in my life, who communicates God's unwavering 
love for me in my life and in my relationships," he said.  "I don't know what causes you to feel less 
than worthy, not worthy of God's love, but whatever it is, the God of all that is is willing to heal that."  
He told people of the revivals he attended while growing up in Kentucky, where, in the heat of the 
summer, they would listen to hours of preaching and singing and altar calls while fanning them-
selves with fans provided by the local funeral home.  These fans were invariably adorned with a 
picture of a blond Jesus knocking at a heart-shaped door.  When he was older, he did some re-
search on that illustration, and realized that there was a knob on only one side of the door.  "Our 
God respects us so much that he waits for us to open the door," he said 
 
He went on to say that the church's discussion of homosexuality is interesting in what it reveals 
about people's idea of God.  When the church treats women and gays like second-class people it 
does not make people outside the church want to know more about God.  Indeed, it does just the 
opposite.  He told a story first told by Archbishop Tutu's daughter about her mother-in-law.  The 
family was upset because of one son’s choice of a sweetheart.  His parents were not pleased about 
the woman and it was causing much uproar in the family.  Then one night, her mother-in-law went to 
bed and prayed about it.  The next day she told her family what God had made clear to her: she had 
put herself on the wrong committee.  "I'm not on the selection committee," she said.  "I'm on the 
welcome committee.  It's my son's job to choose.  It's my job to welcome the person he loves."  "We 
don't get to be on the selection committee," Bishop Robinson said.  "God chooses. We get to wel-
come.” 
 
He reminded us that by virtue of our baptisms, we are brothers and sisters in Christ with all other 
Christians, whether or not we agree with them or like them.  "Peter Akinola is my brother . . . and we 
will be in heaven together one day," he said.  "And we'll get along, because God won't have it any 
other way.  Our job is to love those God loves."  So, he said, "I'm going to Lambeth unafraid," and 
yes, from time to time he will feel he is only a boy, and yes, the job will feel overwhelming, 
"changing hearts one by one until we get to the kingdom”.  But God wants us to be unafraid.  "God 
wants you to open up your hearts to someone you know who needs you to tell them how God has 
worked in your life.  We're changing this church, getting closer to God's idea of church. Whatever it 
is that's holding you back from making that witness, get over it.' 
 
He reminded the listeners of the story in Acts 3 about the lame man carried each day to the gate of 
the Temple, into which he was not allowed to go because the Temple leaders said his lameness 
was caused by the sins of his parents or grandparents.  But Peter cured him in the name of Jesus, 
and he got up and not only walked, but ran and leaped and danced his way into the Temple.  Too 
many of us, Bishop Robinson said, women and gays especially, have been told they can come to 
the gate but can't come all the way in.  "Listen to me.  Whatever it is, God can heal you.  Come 
dance your way inside."  God gave us the Church, he said. "How silly of God to trust us with it, but 
God has, and we are worthy of the task.  The God of all that is, is with you.  Do not be afraid." 
 
As he ended his sermon, the almost entirely British congregation broke into loud applause.  The 
sermon was followed by a Eucharist celebrated by Giles Fraser, vicar of St Mary's Putney. 
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Diocesan Changing Attitude Leader 
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The Launch of Babushka  in Badshot Lea  
 

The Legend of Babushka 
Babushka is a traditional Christmas figure who distributes presents to children.  Her name 
means grandmother and the legend is told that she declined to go with the wise men to see 
Jesus because of the cold weather.  However, she regretted not going and set off to try and 
catch up, filling her basket with presents.  She never found Jesus, and that is why she visits 
each house, leaving toys for good children. 
 
Why have we decided to set-up a new group in Badshot Lea called Babushka?  Our parish 
is a typical one in the ‘commuter belt’ in that many of us have moved away from our family 
and childhood homes for work.  For many, and that includes me, this distance between 
grandparents and godparents is more keenly felt once children arrive.  As all parents know, 
there are times when being a parent is fulfilling and enjoyable, but it can also be daunting, 
leading to feelings of isolation.  At times like these a telephone is not enough.  Babushka 
aims to support parents by establishing a network of other parents, grandparents and god-
parents in the parish – in short, anyone who can offer advice, help and a listening ear about 
children.  The network will build through monthly parent and children groups where we can 
come together for friendship and social time, as well as exploring the relevance of our Chris-
tian faith in doing the most important job of all, helping our children grow into well-adjusted 
adults. 
 I want to emphasise that Babushka really is for everyone.  Those of you whose own 
children have already left home have a wealth of child-rearing experience that we would 
love you to share with us.  Babushka means grandmother, and grandparents are the back-
bone that provide the strength and support all young families need.  From a personal view, 
yes, I talk to my parents several times a week, but we didn’t attend church when I was a 
child, and I cannot share with them this part of my life in the same way I can with you. 
The first Babushka event will be held to coincide with Harvest on Tuesday 30th September, 
from 4.00 pm to 6.00, in St George's church room.  Harvest is a time to reflect on and re-
spond to our creative role within God’s creation and our responsibilities, under God, for all 
God’s creatures.  The children will have activities relating to the harvest to occupy them, and 
they will also be provided with a hot tea.  While the children are busy, any adults at the 
group will be encouraged to discuss their ideas and opinions on how our Christian faith can 
help us, as parents, find our way through the myriad of information in the press on what we 
should and should not be feeding our children  
 Have I convinced you that this is a great initiative to be involved in?  If so, please 
come along and find out more about Babushka on 30th September.  From November our 
monthly meetings will be held on the first Tuesday of each month in the church room at St. 
George’s, from 4.00 pm to 6.00.  If not, give me a call and let me know what you would like 
Babushka to do for you. 
 Finally I would like to thank everyone at St George's who has helped set up Ba-
bushka and encouraged this initiative.  We have already received several offers of help from 
the congregation and the Mothers' Union in Farnham.  It is greatly appreciated.  Now please 
can I ask that everyone in the parish remember us in their prayers to get Babushka up and 
running and providing support to parents. 
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A police officer pulls over a speeding car.  The officer says, ' I clocked you at 80 miles per 
hour, sir.'  
The driver says, 'There must be some mistake, officer.  I had it on cruise control at 60; per-
haps your radar gun needs calibrating.'  
Not looking up from her knitting the wife says, 'Now don't be silly dear, you know this car 
doesn't have cruise control.' 
As the officer writes out the ticket, the driver looks over at his wife and growls, 'Can you 
please keep your mouth shut for once?'  
The wife smiles demurely and says, 'You should be thankful your radar detector went off 
when it did.'  
As the officer makes out the second ticket for the illegal radar detector unit, the man glowers 
at his wife and says through clenched teeth, 'DAMN it, woman, can't you keep your mouth 
shut?'  
The officer frowns and says, 'And I notice that you're not wearing your seat belt, sir. That's 
an automatic £50 fine.' The driver says, 'Well, you see, officer, I had it on, but took it off 
when you pulled me over so that I could get my licence out of my back pocket.'  
The wife says, 'Now, dear, you know very well that you didn't have your seat belt on. You 
never wear your seat belt when you're driving.'  
And as the police officer is writing out the third ticket the driver turns to his wife and barks, 
'WILL YOU PLEASE JUST SHUT UP?'  
The officer looks over at the woman and asks, 'Does your husband always talk to you this 
way, Ma'am?'  
'Only when he's been drinking.' 
 

******* 
 
On Monday morning a sweet little old lady telephoned St. Joseph's Hospital. She timidly 
asked, ‘Is it possible to speak to someone who can tell me how a patient is doing?’ 
‘I'll be glad to help, dear,’ the operator said. ‘What's the name and ward?’ 
In a weak, tremulous voice the old woman said, ‘Norma Findlay, Nightingale Ward.’ 
‘Let me put you on hold while I check with her nurse.’ 
After a few minutes the operator returned to the phone. ‘Good news. The nurse says that 
Norma is doing very well.  Her blood pressure is fine.  Her blood work just came back as 
normal and her consultant, Dr. Cohen, has authorised her to be discharged on Tuesday.’ 
‘Thank you.  Thank you.  That's wonderful!  I was so worried!  God bless you for the good 
news.’ 
‘You're more than welcome. Is Norma your daughter?’ 
‘No,’ the little old lady said.  ‘I'm Norma Findlay in Nightingale, and no one tells me any-
thing.’ 
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SEPTEMBER 
DIARY DATES 

 
                    
 
1 Hale choir practice, St John’s, 7.30 pm 
2 Police Community Panel Meeting, St George’s, 7.00 pm to 8.00 
3 Gregory the Great, bishop (604) 
4 TEACAKES, St Mark’s Centre, 2.00 pm 
6 Coffee morning, 25 Wentworth Close, 10.30 am to 12.00    
7 Trinity 16  
8 Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 Hale choir practice, St John’s, 7.30 pm 
10 Hale W.I., Hale Institute, 1.45 pm        
11 Mothers’ Union Cream Tea, 36a Bethel Lane, 3.00 pm to 5.00                                                 
13 John Chrystostom, bishop (407) 
13 Holy Cross Day 
14 Cyprian, bishop, martyr (258) 
15 Hale choir practice, St John’s, 7.30 pm 
16 Ninian, bishop (c.432) 
17 Hildegarde, abbess, visionary (1179) 
 Mothers’ Union Corporate Communion, St John’s, 9.30 am    
19 Knitters ‘R’Us, 2 Oak Tree View, 2.30 to 5.00 pm     
21 MATTHEW, apostle and evangelist 
22 Hale choir practice, St John’s. 7.30 pm 
25 Lancelot Andrewes, bishop, spiritual writer (1626) 
26 Museum on a Shoestring, United Reformed Church, 7.30 pm    
 Harvest Supper,  St George’s 
27 Vincent de Paul, founder of the Lazarists (1660) 
 Coffee Morning, Hale Village Hall, 10.00 am to 12.00     
28 Trinity 19  
29 Michael and all Angels 
 Hale Music Group, 7.30 pm 
30 Family Harvest Festival, St George’s, 4.00 pm to 6.00     
 
 

The deadline for the October issue is  
Sunday, 7th September.   

PLEASE NOTE:  
Regular weekly events such as the Coffee ‘Drop-in’ at St Mark’s Centre and the Hale choir 
practice at St John’s are listed under WHAT’S ON IN THE PARISH  
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Help needed for Sierra Leone 

 
Richard Skinner reports on the progress of the Sierra Leone War Wounded Community 
Schools Project and tells us how we can give further help. 
 
Three months ago we had plans to build a six-classroom vocational block and a four-
cubicle deep pit latrine block.  The good news is that these are now well on the way to 
completion before the rainy season starts.  The bad news is that the children’s living con-
ditions appear to have worsened. 
 
The children are being fed by the Dutch charity Solidair met Sierra Leone who raise 
funds to feed the children every month.  However, this money is being overtaken by the 
price of rice, with the result that the primary school children, who were being fed daily, 
now are fed only on alternate days.  Fortunately, the Rotary Club of Saffron Walden is 
sending additional money to help feed these children, and a piece of land has been do-
nated on which the community will be able to grow its own food. 
 
There are other difficulties.  The orphanage has not enough money to buy sports equip-
ment, so the year-end sports events were cancelled.  There are not enough books for chil-
dren to read, and storage is a problem: as the rainy season approaches, books will get wet 
if taken out of the school.  The children get wet too, of course; they live in wooden 
frames covered with canvas which are not waterproof.  Rotary are helping out with tar-
paulins, but meanwhile, how do you teach children who are hungry and wet? 
 
What can we do?  A container is being prepared for shipment to the orphanage, to be 
filled with the things they need and left there for storage.  Some material has already 
been donated, but there is room for plenty more.  Here are some suggestions: 
 
Football or other sports strips, any size, new or used; deflated footballs or other sports 
equipment; school textbooks, the simpler the better; stationery: exercise books, notepa-
per, anything to write on; pens, pencils, rulers; toothbrushes, toothpaste, combs; material 
that can be used to make clothes; sewing machines, preferably manual; first aid kits; 
tinned or dried food; bags of rice; tools for bricklaying, carpentry, plastering, plumbing, 
painting, gardening (nothing larger than a spade) 
 
If you have anything to contribute, please contact Margaret Reed and deliver your contri-
bution to 95 Badshot Park. 

JAZZ AT VESPERS 
In association with the Rotary Club, there will be a Jazz at Vespers concert at St George’s 

on Friday, 3rd October at 7.30 pm.  A limited supply of tickets at £10 is available from 
the Churchwardens; the ticket price includes refreshments and a glass of wine.   
Proceeds will be shared between St George’s and the chosen Rotary charity. 
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HALE VILLAGE HALL 
 

When we first started our COFFEE MORNING PLUS series we were hoping to create a 
facility where anyone could come and have a chat, have a reasonably priced cup of tea or 
coffee, and browse a few tables selling or displaying their wares, all with a local flavour.  
There was also to be a free table each month for a village organisation to promote itself 
or raise funds.  We also decided that a table dedicated to local history would be a good 
idea.  Well, we did all of that, and we are pleased to say that it worked, and around 100 
people attend each month. Hale is rich in family history, with a great number of ‘original’ 
or long-standing residents who all have either a story to tell or possess old photographs 
and other memorabilia.  It is with this in mind that we are gathering names of all people 
who are interested in the history of Hale in the hope that a more permanent record may 
be made.  If you are interested, please contact me on 01252 711993 or at 2, Old Heath 
Way (off Heath Lane). 
 
Our COFFEE MORNING PLUS continue on the following dates: 27th September, 25th 
October and 22nd November.  All tables for November have been booked, but if any one 
would be interested in a table at other times, please contact me as above. 
 

����������	
�

Journeys 
����

Advent seems a long way off, but plans are under way for a very special 
event.   On the evening of Friday, 12th December and the afternoon of 
Saturday, 13th December, there will be performances of Journeys, a very 
special, grown-up nativity play. 
 
We hope that the whole parish will want to be involved. 
Come one, come all, come old, come young; you don’t want to be left 
out. 
 
Rehearsals start in September.  Watch the notice sheet and listen out for 
dates and times.   
More information from Maxine Everitt (318135) or Mary Gibson 
(341268). 
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A visit to the church of 
St Michael and All Angels, Thursley 

by Roy Sallis 
 
A very old and interesting church to visit, not only for its interior but also for what 
one can see in the churchyard.   
 
But first let us look inside the building.  The font, probably Saxon, is made from one 
huge piece of Bargate stone with a chevron design round the rim.  It is big enough 
for a baby to be immersed at baptism.  The ridge round the middle may have been 
for putting a rope to drag the font to the church.  There is a list of vicars dating back 
to 1248.  The parish chest is dated 1622 and has three locks, all of which still work.  
The great timber frame to support the tower was brought in around the time of 
Henry VIII.  It is of great architectural interest.  It is said to be the best example of 
this kind in Surrey.   The three bells date from the 16th, 18th and 19th centuries.  The 
stained glass Presentation of Christ in the Temple is 15th century (German) and was 
part of a set in the Costessy Collection in Norfolk.  There are two brass tablets com-
memorating the use of the church by Canadian soldiers and Polish Lutherans during 
and after World War II.  The organ was installed in 1904.  The priest’s seat is ap-
proximately 12th century. 
 
To return to the churchyard: on the grass facing the War Memorial is the tall 
Sailor’s Stone.  The tragic story is inscribed on it.  His murderers were hanged on 
Gibbet Hill in Hindhead in chains which were made at Thursley forge.  North-east 
of this can be seen the grave of the poet John Freeman.  The field beyond the wall 
was given in his memory to the National Trust.  The small wooden building in the 
north-east corner was a Dame School.  The children paid the Dame one penny a 
week with an extra penny if they were to be taught manners.  The building is now 
used for storage.  As you go towards the gate on the left there is the headstone of the 
village blacksmith who died in 1791.  There was a chestnut tree, noted for its age 
and size, which stood on a mound by the gate.  It was blown down during a storm in 
1977. 
 
More facts of interest: 
 
The oldest cathedral in Britain is Durham Cathedral, started in 1093, which is also 
the oldest Norman building. 
The longest medieval cathedral in the world is Winchester Cathedral. 
The round church in Cambridge is one of only four in England, discounting the  
ruined one in Ludlow Castle. 
The oldest church door in England is still on St Botolph’s in the village of  
Hadstock, Essex, and is Saxon (1060). 
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  BAPTISMS  

 
15th June at St John’s                        15th June at St Mark’s 
Charles Alexander HUGHES           Ifan Mason LOWE 
 
13th July at St George’s                                     
Chloe Rebecca STUBBINGS                           
 
20th July at St John’s                         20th July at St Mark’s 
Charlotte Georgia WILLIS                Karla Joan STORRIE 
Barnaby Keith LONG             Richard Glen STORRIE 
Rory Julian LONG 
 
 

WEDDINGS 
 
  14th June at St George’      Kerrie Barnett and Stuart Warren 
  

  5th July at St George’s Annie Greenwood and Christopher Wiles 
  
  19th July at St George’s     Anne Hall and Robert Temple 
  
  25th July at St John’s  Helen Osborn and Russell Bond 
   

  2nd August at St John’s       Caroline McGuffie and Piers Page 
 
 

FUNERALS 
 
7th July at Aldershot Crematorium   Victor Lane Cole 
 
24th July at St John’s     Frederick Gretton 
 
25th July at Aldershot Crematorium  Beryl Mary Bryant 
 
29th July at Guildford Crematorium  Brian Edgar Makins 
 
29th July at Aldershot Crematorium  Leonard Maurice Broomhead 


