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As followers of Jesus Christ,  
we seek to enjoy and reflect God’s love  

for all in our life and worship. 
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THE  VICAR WRITES 
 
  

“Who killed Jesus?”  It was you and me. 
 
 
Dear Friends 
 
  

J ohn Page and I do our best to take assemblies in the local schools at 
least once a half term.  It is something we both enjoy and can be a 
rewarding experience – well, at least for us.  Recently, after I’d fin-
ished the assembly, a little girl who’d been asking lots of questions 

came up with a corker:  “Who killed Jesus?” she asked.  I wondered how to 
reply.  She was a very bright girl, and a half thought-out answer would not do 
her or Christianity justice. 
 

What would a newspaper account of the time read?  The Passiontide Story.  
Judas (a former close friend of the accused) reported Jesus to the chief 
priests.  A crowd gathered and was becoming restless and aggressive (there 
were fears of unrest).  The Roman governor, Pontius Pilate, questioned the 
man, who was not very co-operative, and condemned him to death after tak-
ing advice from the Jewish authorities.  Centurions obeying orders nailed him 
to the cross with a placard saying King of the Jews.  His body was removed 
and put in a tomb. 
 
These are the facts of the story, but to take it simply as it is read is to do little 
more than prepare for a simple school comprehension test.  Lifting the story 
unchallenged from the Bible has been the main cause of persecution of the 
Jews down many centuries.  It is important to go ‘behind’ the text to gain in-
sight and answer the question of ‘who killed Jesus.’  Firstly there is the matter 
of the gospeller’s intention; though Matthew wanted to make a written record 
of events, he was also writing to support his fledgling persecuted Christian 
community.  Jesus’ treatment at the hands of the authorities encouraged 
them in their troubles. 
 
Considering the account today as adults with a mature and loving faith, we 
cannot talk about the ‘culpability’ of the Jews in Jesus’ death without contra-
dicting a central tenet of our faith: ‘love your neighbour as yourself’, and giv-
ing grist to the mill of atheists everywhere who can rightly accuse us of intol-
erance and even propagating hatred. 
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St Paul can help with a different interpretation of the Passion and that de-
spite his disappointment with the Jews for missing out on the significance of 
Jesus.  To Paul, sin came into the world through Adam, but he also thought 
that by ‘one man’s (Jesus’) obedience the many will be made righteous’.
(Romans 5.19).  Paul would have seen Adam as representing the whole of 
humanity and Jesus’ act of unselfishness as representing the love of God 
despite and because of human nature. 
 
So, in the final analysis, human beings can’t help themselves; they just have 
to be human.  This is true today yesterday and tomorrow.  We can’t help our-
selves; it’s in our nature to be loving but also pretty horrid.  You and me have 
it in ourselves to be petty-minded, vindictive, spiteful, jealous, and so on; all 
the traits shown by the people around Jesus on those fateful days before his 
death.  But by his dying and resurrection he proved that new life can come 
out of bad human situations.  That humanity can have a second chance, and 
a third, and a….  He proved that we will not, by seeking out Jesus, ever be 
separated from the sunshine of God’s love. 
 
An answer to the little girl who asked “who killed Jesus”?   Yes the historical 
one will add to her growing bank of knowledge, but she too can start to pon-
der the notion that we ‘kill’ Jesus every day by acts of unkindness and by 
failing to trust and follow him. 
 

With love in Christ 
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Heat the oil and cook the onions and garlic over a moderate heat until soft.  Add the 
minced beef to the pan and fry for about 7 minutes or until the beef has lost all its pink-
ness.  Stir in thye oregano, basil, cooked macaroni, tomatoes with their juice, tomato 
purée and paprika.  Increase the heat and bring to the boil., stirring all the time.  Transfer 
to a casserole dish with the cheese laid on top of the beef mixture and cook at 180+C 
(350+F), gas mark 4 for about 20-25 minutes until golden brown. Serve immediately. 
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THE ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 

  
takes place in St Mark’s Church on 

 
SUNDAY, 28th APRIL 2009 

Evensong at 6.00 pm followed by meeting from approx. 6.45 pm 
 

This is your chance to discuss issues of importance and significance  
for all the parish and, if you’re eligible, to vote for your representatives  

on the PCC and DCCs 
 

Please make every effort to support this   
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TALKABOUT 
 

Hale Methodist Church, Monday, 6th April at 7.30 pm 
 

(Hale is) One of the vilest sinks of debauchery surrounding the camp (Aldershot), 
wrote a contributor to the Wesleyan Methodist magazine in 1850.  We pray and 
hope for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the rude and godless population, 

wrote another.  We hope our local neighbourhood policing team, PC Gordon 
Milligan and PCSO Neil Warren, will tell us things have improved since then. 

 
 
 
 
 

S tatistical trends are not everybody’s cup of tea, but they can come in useful 
when people airily dismiss the church from their minds because ‘nobody goes 
any more’.   
 
The latest figures from the Church of England show that the overall number of 
people regularly attending church has altered little since the turn of the millen-
nium.  The 2007 figures confirm that attending a Church of England church 
(including cathedrals) is part of a typical week for some 1.2 million people. 
 
Regular attendance: - While the total number of people regularly attending 
church has dropped one per cent overall since 2002, 2007 showed similar num-
bers attending on an average week as in 2006, including slightly more adults.  
The figures suggest, however, that the number of under-16s attending services 
has fallen by four per cent between 2006 and 2007. 
 
Marking life events: BAPTISMS rose between 2006 and 2007, specifically 
among children under 12 (six per cent, to 40,300) and adults (six per cent, to 
10,200).  MARRIAGES in church also increased slightly, to 54,600 
(significant changes to marriage law which widened the number of churches 
where couples are eligible to be married did not take effect until October 2008 
and their effect is not, therefore, reflected in these figures). 
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PARISH SERVICES IN HOLY WEEK 
 
Holy Week is the time of intensive preparation for Easter, the most important of Christian 
festivals.  Keeping a good Holy Week will help you celebrate Easter more fully and joyfully.  
Come to as many of these services as you can. 
 
5th  April Palm Sunday  
10.00 am at St George’s, 10.15 am at St John’s:  Holy Eucharist with 
Blessing of Palm Crosses, Procession and Dramatised Reading of the 
Gospel of the Passion. 
 
7th April Tuesday of Holy Week  
7.45 pm at St Mark’s: Journeying with Julian Reflection Group for those 
who have been following the forty day Lent course 
 
8th April Wednesday of Holy Week  
7.45 pm at St George’s: Lent Discussion and Prayers 
 
9th April Maundy Thursday  
8.00 pm at St John’s & St George’s: Sung Eucharist with Footwashing, 
followed by the Stripping of the Altar and Vigil. 
 
10th April Good Friday  
9.15 am at St Mark’s: Children’s Workshop and Service 
9.30 am at St John’s: The Proclamation of the Cross 
9.30 am at St George’s: Children’s Craft Event in the Church Room fol-
lowed by a short children’s service (Please contact Rev. Carol on 327044 for 
booking details. There is a small charge) 
2.00 pm at St Mark’s & St George’s: One Hour Devotion 
 
11th April Holy Saturday  
8.00 pm at St John’s: Great Vigil of Easter, with Service of Light and Re-
newal of Baptismal Vows 
 
12th April EASTER DAY  Christ is risen!  
8.00 am at St John’s: Holy Eucharist (said) 
10.00 am at St George’s: Easter Day service with Kidzown children’s 
activities 
10.15 am at St Mark’s: Sung Eucharist with Lighting of the Paschal Can-
dle and Renewal of  Baptismal Vows; Sunday School for younger chil-
dren.  Followed by champagne and Easter eggs 
    He is risen indeed! 
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W hen you go out to dinner at a restaurant or to friends, how do 
you feel when you see the eating area?  If everything is clean, 
shiny bright and arranged neatly, do you get a good feeling of 
expectation? 

 
Well, it’s just the same at church on a Sunday morning when you come to a 
Holy Communion service – especially the one on Easter Sunday.  When you 
enter and look towards the altar area it should be ready, attractive and give you 
that eager feeling.  God is here.  Today you will receive him in bread and wine 
– whether that is by reality or in remembrance – or by a blessing.  What an 
amazing thought! 
 
The altar will have been carefully prepared for this very special occasion.  
Some churches will cover the front with a coloured frontal to reflect the 
church’s season.  But on the top of the altar will be laid a white ‘Fair Linen’ 
cloth.  The fair linen symbolises the burial cloth of Jesus and normally extends 
the whole width of the altar and down on both sides – often it’s only these 
sides that can be seen from the nave area.   
 
The fair linen should be plain, with only five flat crosses embroidered on it to 
remind the worshipper of the five wounds that Christ received for us.  These, 
when they exist, are usually sewn in white, so they do not contrast, and are 
placed where the Bishop when consecrating the altar itself would have signed 
with a cross: the four corners and the centre.   
 
The fair linen cloth is meant to be kept ‘spotless’, and great care is normally 
taken to make sure this is so.  Hence the care needed when lighting and extin-
guishing candles.  Some churches remove and store it after each service, while 
others leave it on the altar but cover it with a slightly different coloured cloth 
to protect it.  In order to keep it spotless and creaseless the fair linen cloth is 
always rolled after laundering rather than folded. 
 
This article is part of a series on Christian Signs and Symbols by Rev Dr Jo White. 
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HALE W.I.  Hale Institute, Wings Road 
8th April, 1.45 pm  BEHIND THE SCENES 

AT TV QUIZ SHOWS 
Looking forward to seeing you there    

� � � ��� �� � � ��� �� � � ��� �� � � ��� � ����Secretary: Marilyn Viveash  315806 

 

Saturday, 4th April at St Mark’s Centre 
10.30 am to 12.00 ALL IN THE PARISH ARE WELCOME  

Saturday, 2nd May at the home of Gillian Geraghty, 

34A Bethel Lane If you would like to host a coffee morning, please contact Pat on 

01252 713810. Please support our Coffee Mornings; they are in aid of parish funds 

COFFEE ‘D
ROP-IN

’  

St M
ark

’s C
entre 

Every
 Thursday 

10.00 am
 to 12.00 

All a
re w

elco
me 

MOTHERS' UNION 

CORPORATE COMMUNION 

Third Wednesday  

of each month 

St John’s, 9.30 am 

Churches Together in Farnham 

OPEN MEETING 

30th April, 7.00 pm for 7.30 

St Joan’s, Tilford 

MOVING TOGETHER 

Refreshments 
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EASTER THANKS 
 
Whilst at Easter we give thanks for the resurrection, an event almost too 
wonderful for our human minds to comprehend, as pilgrims of Christ it is 
in our everyday lives that the consequences of the resurrection can be 
lived out for ourselves and our neighbours. 
 

Christ our hope, 
We give you glory 
For the great grace 

By which upon the cross 
You stretched out your hands in love to us all. 

By that same grace 
Come, risen Saviour, 

Into every gesture of unity and friendship 
We make toward one another. 

May the peace we share 
Be your peace.  Amen. 

(Jamie Wallace) 
 

 
And also a wonderful Easter hymn – to ponder with joy 

 
 

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son 
Endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won! 

 
Lo, Jesus greets us, risen from the tomb! 

Lovingly he greets us scatters, fear and gloom. 
 

No more we doubt thee, glorious prince of life; 
Life is nought without thee, aid us in our strife; 

Make us more than conquerors through thy deathless 
love. 

(Edmund Budry, tr Richard Hoyle) 
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DARWIN’S CHRISTIANITY 

- and why he lost it 
 

D arwin was a Christian and he lost his Christian 
faith.  Contrary to popular opinion, however, he 
was never, even in his ‘wildest fluctuations’, an 
atheist, and he was insistent that you could be ‘an 
ardent Theist and an evolutionist’. 
 
Darwin’s loss of faith has much to tell us, even to-
day.  His family stock was variously sceptical and 
Unitarian, and he himself recognised that his faith 
was never that deeply rooted.  He needed encour-
agement to read his Bible when studying medicine 

in Edinburgh.  He trained for ordination largely because his father, worried he 
was turning into ‘an idle, sporting man’, forced him.   
 
His time at Cambridge and the following five years on the Beagle was the pe-
riod during which he was at his most ‘orthodox’, but it was a particular kind of 
orthodoxy: objective, rationalistic, propositional.  He eschewed personal ex-
perience and, in as far as it played a role, Scripture was primarily a source of 
raw material for arguments that proved Christian truths.  The cross and its cru-
cified Messiah were largely absent.  Perhaps most importantly, Darwin was 
heavily influenced by the theology of William Paley, which insinuated that the 
existence and nature of God could be read off the demonstrably designed and 
benign world of nature. 
 
In the years after his return from the Beagle, Darwin developed a theory of 
evolution by natural selection that eroded that designed and benign vision of 
nature.  Not surprisingly, his Christian faith, which had rested heavily on just 
those foundations, toppled and fell.  It was a slow process, however, and only 
complete many years later when he sat at the bedside of his favourite child, 
Annie, aged 10, as she died of a typhoid fever.  It was a devastating loss about 
which he could never speak again and one that would have threatened the most 
robust of Christian faiths.  In reality, it was this suffering that lay at the heart 
of Darwin’s loss of faith: not evolution per se, which early notebooks show 
him accommodating with an intellectually defensible concept of God. 
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Even suffering was not an outright deal-breaker for Darwin.  His musings on 
the subject were subtle and alert us to the fact that, somewhere along the line, 
biology turns into theology and fundamental value judgements are involved.  
Today, some modern Darwinians talk about the suffering of sentient creatures 
as if it were a conclusive argument for the non-existence of God.   Others ridi-
cule such sentiments.  “Nature is too cruel to have been invented by God!  A 
wet, mawkish, bunny-hugging argument,” remarked Libby Purves in The 
Times. 
 
For Darwin, the balance may have weighed in favour of happiness over suffer-
ing, but that was not enough.  Once he had lived through Annie’s wretched 
death, he could not reconcile the reality of suffering (albeit, he thought, out-
weighed by happiness in the final reckoning) with his understanding of the 
Christian God.  Hence, while only the ideologically-blinded think that evolu-
tion somehow disproves God, it would be intellectually dishonest to think that 
it poses no  questions whatsoever to Christians.  Contrary to popular opinion, 
those questions are nothing to do with Genesis or human uniqueness.  Rather, 
they are about the oldest problem of all: suffering. 
 
Nick Spencer, of Theos, the Public Theology Think Tank, has written Darwin 
and God (SPCK, £9.99) For more info on Theos, visit: theosthinktank.co.uk 

 
Sunday 26 th  April  

 
St Mark’s  

Patronal Festival  
 
 

Everyone is welcome at our 
 

All Age Eucharist 10.15 a.m . 
 

Includes Sunday School  
or the under-eights. 
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WHAT’S THE PCC ALL ABOUT? 
 
 
Almost every Church of England parish has a Parochial Church Council (PCC).  Estab-
lished early in the twentieth century to give a voice to lay people in the running of their 
parishes, PCCs have the responsibility of co-operating with their parish priest ‘in pro-
moting in the ecclesiastical parish the whole mission of the Church, pastoral, evangelis-
tic, social and ecumenical’. 
 
The PCC’s powers and duties are defined by legislation, including the Parochial Church 
Councils (Powers) Measure 1956 and the Synodical Government Measure 1969.  A 
helpful publication, the Church Representation Rules (Church House Publishing, ISBN 
0 7151 1012 8) gives excellent advice on the law relating to PCCs.  Each parish should 
have a copy.   
 
As well as the general responsibility for the parish, PCCs are responsible for the main-
tenance of the church buildings and churchyard, and for managing the church’s money 
and deciding how it is to be spent.  If a parish has paid staff other than the clergy (such 
as a youth worker, an organist, a verger or an administrator), the PCC will be the em-
ployer.  PCCs appoint a secretary to convene meetings and keep the minutes.  (A parish 
administrator (if there is one) may be expected to act as PCC secretary.)  The PCC also 
appoints a treasurer. 
 
The PCC must meet four times each year, usually quarterly.  In small parishes, the PCC 
may make all the decisions about the church at its meetings.  But even small parishes 
may find that they run their affairs better with a series of committees, dealing with mat-
ters such as mission, work with children and young people, property maintenance and 
finance.  Committees can benefit from the expertise of parishioners who aren’t mem-
bers of the PCC.  Any committees should operate on clear terms of reference and refer 
important matters to the full PCC for approval.  With a good committee structure, the 
PCC can concentrate on major issues of policy or strategy. 
 
Members of the PCC include the clergy, churchwardens, the parish’s representatives on 
the Deanery Synod and the elected representatives of the laity.  Members must be on 
the parish’s electoral roll, be over 16 and must not be disqualified from being charity 
trustees under the terms of the Charities Act 1993.  If the parish is fortunate enough to 
have a Reader, he or she will usually be a member of the PCC.  The parish priest is 
automatically the chairman, but a lay person must be elected as vice chair.  Many PCCs 
find that their meetings flow much better if the vice-chair regularly chairs meetings, 
allowing the parish priest to speak to the main business without also having to keep an 
eye on the efficient transaction of business. 
 

Canon Tim Barker, Vicar of Spalding 
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ENGLAND AND SAINT GEORGE! 
 
The Saint of an English Army before he was Patron Saint 
of England, St George may have been a soldier, but he 
was no Englishman.  He was an officer in the Roman 
army under Diocletian, who refused to abandon his faith 
during the Terror, and was martyred at Lydda in Palestine 
about the year 300 AD - supposedly 23 April.  Over the 
years, St George became the example of a Christian fight-
ing man, a powerful helper against evil powers affecting individual lives.  He 
was the soldier-hero of the Middle Ages, of whom remarkable deeds were re-
ported. 
 
In the Golden Legend of the 13th century, Jacobus de Voragine gave St George 
a handsome write-up.  The story runs thus: One day, St George rode up to the 
heathen city of Sylene in Lybia, where he found the citizens in great distress.  A 
neighbouring dragon had forced them to surrender two sheep each day for its 
dinner, and when the sheep gave out, two of their children; and now they were 
about to sacrifice the King’s daughter, dressed as if for her wedding.  St George 
encountered the little party by a stagnant lake, where the dragon lived, and per-
suaded the sobbing Princess to tell him why she was so miserable.  At that mo-
ment the dragon appeared, looking inexpressibly revolting.  The Saint charged, 
and drove his spear into the gaping mouth.  To everyone’s amazement, he tum-
bled the monster over and over.  Then St George borrowed the Princess’s girdle, 
tied it round the dragon’s neck, and persuaded her to lead it back to Sylene her-
self.  The sight of her approaching with the befuddled dragon on its makeshift 
lead emptied the town.  When the inhabitants timidly crept back, St George 
promised to behead the dragon if they would all believe in Jesus Christ and be 
baptised.  It was a most effective form of evangelism, for everybody said ‘yes’ 
at once.  So 15,000 people were baptised, and four carts were commissioned to 
remove the dragon’s body. 
 
St George thus became a symbol of the war against evil, and is usually portrayed 
trampling the dragon of sin under his horse’s hoofs.  The Crusaders had a vision 
of him helping them against the Saracens at Antioch during the first Crusade, 
and so brought the story of St George back with them from Palestine.  Presently 
England put herself under the protection of the Saint.  His day was a declared a 
holiday in 1222.  A red cross on a white field is the flag of St George. 
(from Parish Pump) 
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THE GIRL WITHOUT A NAME 
 
 

T he early chapters of 2 Kings recount the death of the prophet Elijah and 
how he was succeeded by another prophet, Elisha.  These were difficult 
times, both in Israel and Judah.  There was an uneasy peace between 
the two Hebrew kingdoms, and both were threatened by hostile 

neighbours, especially Syria.  A delightful story of a Hebrew slave girl is told in 2 
Kings 5 and it is set in this context of war. 
 
On Israel’s northern border the Syrians had been strengthening their army and we 
are introduced to the Syrian commander, Naaman.  He had a growing reputation 
as a successful soldier and even the Israelite historian describes him as ‘a mighty 
man of valour’.  But he was also a leper.  That dreaded disease would have meant 
that Naaman had little personal contact with his family or the soldiers he com-
manded. 
 
Then a young Israelite girl is introduced in the story.  She had been captured by 
the Syrians on one of their raids in Israel and she was given to Naaman’s wife as a 
servant.  This girl, for whom no name is given, saw the pain and distress caused 
in the family by Naaman’s leprosy, and she proposed a remedy.  Although she 
was now living in Syria, she had not forgotten her homeland or her religion.  In 
particular, she knew that in Israel there was a prophet called Elisha, a true man of 
God.  She had often heard of the miracles that Elisha performed, particularly the 
miracle of raising from death the son of the Shunammite woman 
. 
Finally the girl plucked up courage and said to Naaman’s wife   “If my lord were 
with the prophet who is in Samaria, he would soon be healed.”  It was certainly a 
statement of faith.  She was confident that Elisha, the true prophet of God, could 
do what all the medical skill available in Syria could not do. 
 
Desperate, Naaman did go to Elisha for help.  The prophet, through a messenger, 
directed him to dip in the River Jordan seven times.  When he eventually did, he 
was instantly healed of his leprosy.  His testimony was “Now I know there is no 
God in all the earth but in Israel”.  He even requested that he should be given two 
sacks of Israelite earth to take back to Syria.  He knew that when he returned 
home his duties included going with his king into the pagan temple of Rimmon.  
When he knelt in that pagan temple, in spirit he would be kneeling before the one 
true God, the God of Israel. 
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So Naaman was cured of his leprosy, and committed himself in his heart to Israel’s 
God.  It all came about because the Israelite girl had not forgotten her God and was 
enthusiastic to bear witness to her faith in the house of her owners.  Let’s encourage 
our children and young people in their Christian faith, even when they are in 
‘hostile’ territory. 
 

Dr Herbert McGonigle   
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THE  APRIL PROFILE 
 

I n the last few years the Hale district of our parish has 
become aware of increased musical activity.  Few have 
been more heavily involved in this than Rosie Horner, 
who takes over direction of the Hale choir this month. 

 
Rosie and her family have been contributing to parish life in 
this and other ways for many years.  Her grandfather, Len 
Horner, was for a very long time organist at St Mark’s, and 
Rosie’s interest in church music was clearly a product of both 
nature and nurture.  
 
Born in Aldershot, Rosie was educated locally.  Having taken her GCSEs at Heath 
End School, she went on to Farnham College where she studied English, Music and 
Textiles.  When she was 18 she left school and went into employment.  Her first job 
was at Milletts where she became assistant manager.  She then worked for Breaking 
Free and Carphone Warehouse before moving to her present employers, Abbey 
(formerly Abbey National) where she is a customer service assistant.  It was at Car-
phone Warehouse that she met Karl, to whom she was married for two years. 
 
Music has always been one of Rosie’s main interests, and another major element in 
her life has been church.  She is rather proud of the fact that she is almost certainly 
the only person in the parish who, as a baby, attended the communion service at 8.00 
am at St John’s before coming back later the same day to be baptised   It was entirely 
natural that as soon as she could Rosie joined the choir.  By the age of 14 she was 
head chorister, and qualifying for the Royal School of Church Music (RSCM) 
awards.  She vividly remembers being examined for this by Andrew Millington, then 
the Guildford Cathedral organist, who was always rather an imposing character.  As 
well as taking music at A Level, Rosie also did the Associated Boards Grade 8 sing-
ing.  To widen her musical education she learned to play, first the recorder and then, 
as soon as it became possible, the flute.  Both districts of our parish have been able to 
enjoy Rosie’s flute playing in recent months. 
 
Music and church are not Rosie’s only interests.  She continues to ply her knitting 
needles and work with fabrics, and enjoys walking enough to walk for charity - most 
recently, the Phyllis Tuckwell Hospice.   
 
Now Rosie is facing up to her new challenge as she embarks on a course of Sacred 
Music Studies: specifically, a two-year distance learning course under the auspices 
of the University of Bangor and the RSCM, leading to a Certificate of Higher Educa-
tion and the RSCM Diploma.  Such study, when completed, will provide our parish 
with an impressively qualified musician as well as a dedicated contributor to the 
church’s ministry in Hale and Badshot Lea.  

‘Piran’ 
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T ransition Town Farnham has a clever scheme to connect aspiring gardeners, who 
don't have a plot of land, with other people whose gardens are under-used.  Especially 
now that growing your own food is becoming increasingly popular, it seems an ideal 
opportunity to make use of otherwise unproductive land that could be nicely growing 
runner beans and the like.  Similar schemes have been up and running in Totnes, Brigh-
ton and Lewes and have been a huge success. 
 
Organiser Ian Bysh says "It’s great because there are over 120 people wait-
ing for allotment sites  in Farnham.  The wait could be several years.  
Farnham Garden Share could help reduce the wait considerably." 
 
Transition Town Farnham has planned the scheme to provide an agency 
service matching gardeners with garden owners in Farnham and outlying villages on the 
basis of compatibility and local proximity. 
 
“At the moment it’s gardens we need” says Bysh.  "It's not a free gardening service, 
though.  Gardeners will have the freedom to grow fruit and vegetables in the way they 
feel inspired.  However, there will be a proper agreement and rules of engagement just so 
there are no misunderstandings.  For example, we recommend about a quarter of the pro-
duce is donated to the garden owner.  We like the idea of people who can no longer man-
age their gardens being able to pass on their experience and skills.  We'd be reviving a 
neighbourhood kitchen garden culture in Farnham.  We’d love to see people swapping 
growing tips, nutritional information and recipes.  Here, at Transition Town Farnham, 
we've got all sorts of other plans to do this such as Seedy Sundays, Apple Days, Com-
posting Galas and the like.” 
 

As well as strengthening the community through new friendships, the scheme 
aims to reduce food miles.  Oil prices are increasingly likely to escalate as oil 
starts to run out, making the weekly shop more and more expensive.  Growing 
food locally not only helps ensure our food security, but is kinder to the envi-
ronment and, in case you’ve never eaten home-grown produce before, it's un-

beatably delicious and healthy. 
 

How can you join the scheme?  If you have some spare garden land, or would like to 
grow vegetables locally, then call Ian Bysh on 01252 738546 or look at the Farnham 
Transition Town website http://transitionfarnham.wordpress.com 
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THE HISTORY OF HALE PROJECT 

 

F ollowing on from last month’s report, the General Meeting did take place on 
February 6th despite the awful weather.  Several items were discussed and 
some important decisions were made.  Firstly it was agreed that the official 
name would be the History of Hale Project.  It was agreed that I would be 

Chairman and that Pat Heather would be an advisor; the Secretary and Treasurer have 
yet to be confirmed.  It was also decided to have a membership scheme.  This will be 
open to all those who are interested, and it will be free.  It was stressed that the project 
will be membership-led in the main, with a number of open meetings arranged through-
out the year. 
 
James Montague supplied a demonstration CD of the proposed website, and the children 
of Hale School will be asked to design a suitable logo. 
 
A number of Researchers came forward, but more are needed. 
 
The delivery of the questionnaire has been completed and already a number of very 
positive replies have been received.  If you wish to help or know any more about the 
Project, then please contact me.  The next Coffee Morning will be on 18th April, from 
10.00 am to 12 noon in the Village Hall. 
 

HALE VILLAGE HALL 
 
 At the last Committee meeting it was agreed that the History of Hale Project will take 
over the running of the Coffee Morning Plus series.  They will of course remain much 
the same, as the organisers are in fact the same people.   It will, however, enable the 
Project to raise funds. 
 
The Committee also agreed to organise a Supper Quiz on Saturday 4th April in the Vil-
lage Hall from 7.30 pm.  Tickets are available from Phil Marston 713170 and will cost 
£8.50, to include a fish and chip supper.  All are welcome. 
 
Phil Marston would be pleased to hear from anyone who would like to serve on the 
committee; why not phone him and have a chat? 
 

Geoff Wallis 01252 711993; wallisgeoff@hotmail.co.uk 
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Shown below, is an actual letter that was sent to a bank by an 86-year-old woman. The 
bank manager thought it amusing enough to have it published in the New York Times: 
 
Dear Sir: 
 
I am writing to thank you for bouncing my check with which I endeavoured to pay my 
plumber last month. 
 
By my calculations, three nanoseconds must have elapsed between his presenting the 
check and the arrival in my account of the funds needed to honour it.  I refer, of course, 
to the automatic monthly deposit of my entire pension, an arrangement which, I admit, 
has been in place for only eight years. You are to be commended for seizing that brief 
window of opportunity, and also for debiting my account $30 by way of penalty for the 
inconvenience caused to your bank. My thankfulness springs from the manner in which 
this incident has caused me to rethink my errant financial ways. 
 
I noticed that whereas I personally answer your telephone calls and letters, when I try 
to contact you, I am confronted by the impersonal, overcharging, pre-recorded, faceless 
entity which your bank has become.  From now on, I, like you, choose only to deal with 
a flesh-and-blood person. My mortgage and loan repayments will therefore and hereaf-
ter no longer be automatic, but will arrive at your bank, by check, addressed personally 
and confidentially to an employee at your bank whom you must nominate. 
 
 Be aware that it is an offence under the Postal Act for any other person to open such an 
envelope. Please find attached an Application Contact which I require your chosen em-
ployee to complete. I am sorry it runs to eight pages, but in order that I know as much 
about him or her as your bank knows about me, there is no alternative.  Please note that 
all copies of his or her medical history must be countersigned by a Notary Public, and 
the mandatory details of his/her financial situation (income, debts, assets and liabilities) 
must be accompanied by documented proof.  
 
In due course, at MY convenience, I will issue your employee with a PIN number 
which he/she must quote in dealings with me. I regret that it cannot be shorter than 28 
digits but, again, I have modelled it on the number of button presses required of me to 
access my account balance on your phone bank service. As they say, imitation is the 
sincerest form of flattery.  
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Let me level the playing field even further. 
 
When you call me, press buttons as follows: 
 
IMMEDIATELY AFTER DIALLING, PRESS THE STAR (*) BUTTON FOR ENG-
LISH 
 
1   To make an appointment to see me 
2   To query a missing payment. 
3   To transfer the call to my living room in case I am there. 
4   To transfer the call to my bedroom in case I am sleeping 
5   To transfer the call to my toilet in case I am attending to nature. 
6   To transfer the call to my mobile phone if I am not at home 
7   To leave a message on my computer, a password to access my computer is required.      
  Password will be communicated to you at a later date to that Authorized Contact   
  mentioned earlier. 
8   To return to the main menu and to listen to options 1 through 7. 
9   To make a general complaint or inquiry. The contact will then be put on hold, pend
  ing the attention of my automated answering service. 
10 This is a second reminder to press * for English. While this may, on occasion, in-  
  volve a lengthy wait, uplifting music will play for the duration of the call. 
 
Regrettably, but again following your example, I must also levy an establishment    
fee to cover the setting up of this new arrangement.   
 
May I wish you a happy, if ever so slightly less prosperous New Year? 
 
Your Humble Client 
 

******* 
 

 
A new way of looking at things 

 
My face in the mirror 

Isn’t wrinkled or drawn. 
My house isn’t dirty, 

The cobwebs are gone. 
My garden looks lovely 
And so does my lawn. 
I think I might never 

Put my glasses back on. 
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APRIL  
DIARY DATES 

 
                    
                   
 
2 At St Mark’s Centre: Coffee ‘Drop-in’, 2.00 pm to 4.00*;  
 Police ‘Surgery’ with PC Neil Warren at St Mark’s, 7.00 pm to 9.00 
3 Lent Eucharist and lunch, St Mark’s 12.00 noon 
4 Coffee morning, St Mark’s, 10.30 am to 12.00      
5 PALM SUNDAY  
6 Hale choir practice, St John’s, 7.30 pm 
 Talkabout, Hale Methodist Church, 7.30 pm       
8 Hale W.I., Hale Institute, 1.45 pm        
9 Maundy Thursday 
 ‘Teacakes’, St Mark’s Centre, 2.00 pm 
10 GOOD FRIDAY  
 Churches Together in Farnham Walk of Witness,  12.00 to 12.30 pm 
12 EASTER DAY 
15 Mothers’ Union Corporate Communion, St John’s, 9.30 am    
19 Easter 2 
20 Hale choir practice, St John’s, 7.30 am 
21 Anselm, abbot, archbishop (1109) 
23 George, martyr, patron of England (c.304) 
24 Melitus, bishop (624) 
25 Mark the Evangelist 
26 Easter 3; St Mark’s Patronal        
27 Annual Parish Council Meeting, St Mark’s 
 Christina Rosetti, poet (1894) 
28 Peter Chanel, missionary, martyr (1841) 
29 Catherine of Siena, teacher of the faith (1380) 
30 Pamela Mary Ramabai, translator (1922 
 CTF Open Meeting, 7.30 pm, St Joan’s, Tilford      
 
*every Thursday 
 
For details of parish services in Holy Week and Easter, see earlier 

The deadline for the May issue is  
Sunday, 5th April   
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        Head Teacher 

 
—————————————————————————————- 
 
CHURCH HIGHLIGHTS DARWIN’S PARISH WORK 

 
 

A  new page paying tribute to the ‘forgotten’ church work of Charles 
Darwin in his local parish of Downe, Kent, has been published on 
the Church of England’s website, at www.cofe.anglican.org/darwin/
downe.html, to illustrate, once again, how science and the work of 

the Church can combine together.  The page is part of a bigger section on the 
website celebrating the life and works of Darwin. 
 
The page ‘Darwin at Downe’ is one of a number of pages on the website cele-
brating the naturalist's significant scientific progress, marking the bicentenary 
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Come and enjoy wonderful treatments 
by friendly, experienced therapists 

 

IPL Permanent  Hair Reduction 
IPL Skin Rejuvenation  - Body Massage 
Crystal Clear  Oxygen Facials 
Crystal Clear Microdermabrasion Facials 
Bio-Ultimate Platinum Lifting Facials 
Glycolic Facial Peels  -  Eyelash Tinting 
Nouveau Lash semi-permanent lashes 
Thread Vein & Skin Tag Removal 
Electrolysis  -  Fake Tan Treatments 
Manicure  - Pedicure  - Paraffin Wax 
Aromatic Oil Facials  -  Steam Facials 

+ many more beauty treatments 
Gift Vouchers Available 

 

Tel: 01252 726358 
Townsend House: 45a Downing St: Farnham 

www.susannesaville.moonfruit.com 
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of his birth, and anticipating the 150th anniversary of the publication of the 
ground-breaking text On the Origin of Species, in November.  It lists how Dar-
win supervised church and school finances, founded a Friendly Club, and 
served as its treasurer for 30 years, ran the local Coal and Clothing Fund sav-
ings club for 21 years, and built up a close friendship with parish priest Revd 
John Brodie Innes, who once wrote: "I never saw a word in his writings which 
was an attack on Religion.  He follows his own course as a Naturalist and 
leaves Moses to take care of himself." 
 
The new page concludes that, whilst Darwin lost his own personal Christian 
faith, he did not become antichurch or anti-religious, and his valuable contribu-
tions to the world extended beyond his scientific writings into the local parish 
in which he lived and served for 40 years.  It quotes A History of Darwin's 
Parish (1933), by OJR Howarth and Eleanor K Howarth: "If his own thoughts 
led him away from the doctrines of the established church, he did not cease to 
second its social activities in Downe." 
 
(from Parish Pump) 
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THE EDITOR AS SUPERMAN  
(or SUPERWOMAN, of course) 

 
To hear people talk about the job of editing the parish magazine, 
you would think that the only person that could do the job would be 
a paragon of all the virtues, a craftsman with all the skills, a wielder 
of the magic touch.  The truth is massively more prosaic and com-
fortingly more accessible.  So, let’s destroy a few illusions. 
 
The Editor needs to be an accomplished journalist. 
 

Not true.  It is not the Editor’s job to write the magazine.  That’s the job of the par-
ish.  Clergy chip in regularly with their bit (although they usually need a bit of chiv-
vying when the deadline approaches), and other contributors are happy to send in 
material.  When there’s not enough material to fill the pages, all you have to do is 
download a selection from one of the available websites, notably the one called Par-
ish Pump, to which our parish subscribes. 
 
The Editor must be expert with a computer. 
 

Not true.  It is obviously much easier to edit a parish magazine with a computer than 
without one, but it only needs a fairly basic competence to put a parish magazine 
together.  It is even easier when you use Microsoft Publisher; if you don’t have this 
software the parish Treasurer could doubtless be persuaded to supply it. 
 
It’s a huge commitment. 
 

Not true.  A day a month, maximum.  Or, if you prefer to take things gradually, it 
takes about an hour a day for one week in the month.  A really fast worker could do 
it in less. 
 
There’s a lot of hassle. 
 

Not true.  People are amazingly supportive, and even when you make mistakes (as 
everybody does) most people are happy with what you do most of the time. 
 
It’s a frustrating job.  
 

On the contrary, it’s a very satisfying one.  You get a real sense of achievement as 
each issue comes out, you are constantly surprised and delighted by the comments 
people make about it, and everyone appreciates the fact that you are making a major 
contribution to the outgoing ministry of this parish. 
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If you can help, please contact John Page or Carol Wilson-Barker immediately. 
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 BAPTISMS 
 
18th January at St George’s 
Joseph David Edmonds 
 
15th February at St John’s 
Leo Kenneth Allen 

 
 
WEDDINGS 

           
     31st January at St John’s 
     Alicia Nicole Millard and David Adam Jones 
 
     21st February at St John’s 
     Sarah Burton and Bhavesh Sachdev 
 
 FUNERALS 
 
27th January at St Mark’s and Hale Cemetery 
John Freestone 
 
27th January at St John’s 
Beatrice Ann Stickland 

 
18th February at Aldershot Crematorium                            
Lucy Brenda Gamblen 
 
18th February at Aldershot Crematorium                            
Yvonne Ann Newell                
 
20th February at St George’s 
Dorothy Embling 
 
23rd February at Aldershot Crematorium 
Queenie May Wood 
 
27th February at St George’s and Badshot Lea Cemetery 
Peggy Kathleen Curtis 


