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THE RECTOR WRITES

Dear Friends

f you're someone who reads this magazine from cover to cover, you may

recall a story in December’s edition entitled A Girl with an Apple. In his

own words it told the remarkable story of Herman Rosenblat, a Polish

Jew who, as a boy of 11, was sent to the concentration camp. One day,
walking near the perimeter fence, he saw a girl on the other side. She threw
an apple over the fence to him, and from then on, every day she would come
and bring him apples, until he was transferred to another camp. He survived
the war, and ended up in New York. One evening in the late 1950s, a friend
set him up on a blind date with a young woman called Roma, and in the
course of their conversation they realised that she had been the ‘girl with the
apples’ who had given Herman hope in those dark days. Having lost her
once, he was determined not to let her go again, and fifty years later they are
still happily married.

Tear-jerking stuff, en? Well, a few weeks ago a magazine reader sent me a
cutting from the Daily Mail. Under the headline Holocaust love fake, it re-
vealed that the whole story had been made up. Herman had been in the
camp near Berlin, but Roma had spent the war in hiding with her family back
in Poland. They did meet on that blind date, but that was the first time they
had ever seen each other. Herman first told the tale in a local newspaper in
the 1990s, and it went on to attract national media attention in the States.
However, people began to notice discrepancies, and finally, at the very end
of last year, the Rosenblats were forced to concede that it was all a fiction.

It was rather bad timing for them, because the book version of the story, enti-
tled Angel at the Fence, was due out this February. The couple had already
received an advance from the publishers, which they are now having to pay
back, and the book is to be pulped. Penguin clearly does not approve. By
contrast, the producers of the film of the book (called Flower of the Fence)
intend to go ahead with the shooting, arguing that “the integrity and beauty of
the story remains as a work of fiction”.

These opposing reactions of publisher and producers neatly illustrate a con-
trast which is also to be found in Christians’ attitude to the Bible, between
those who believe that the stories of Scripture can be valuable only if literally
true, and those who, like the film’s producer, think that, even as works of fic-
tion, they can have ‘integrity’, meaning and worth. Few of us, | think, believe
in the literal truth of every Bible story. But how far in the other direction do



we go? Many people distinguish between the Old and New Testaments. It's
one thing to believe that, say, the stories of Job, Jonah and Ruth are works of
fiction; it's quite another to doubt the literal truth of the stories of Jesus. But
others might be more sceptical about some of these too. Quite a few church-
goers, | guess, at least acknowledge the possibility that the stories of Jesus’
birth are not historically accurate. But once you admit that some of the stories
of Jesus may not be historical, the question then is, how far do you go? What
about the miracles, or the Transfiguration? And, most pertinently for us at this
time, as we progress through Lent towards Holy Week, the stories of Calvary
and the Empty Tomb, the resurrection appearances of Christ and his Ascen-
sion? The literal veracity of all of these is a matter of debate, discussion and
disagreement amongst Christian theologians, and not just academics, but ordi-
nary thinking Christians who try to live their faith with integrity.

My purpose here is not to provide definitive answers, because | am myself in
the process of wrestling with these questions. The point is, what sort of institu-
tion de we want the Church to be? Do we want it to be a dispensary of certain,
clear-cut answers, doling out dogmas? For some, that may be an attractive
proposition in such an uncertain and insecure world, and such churches do
indeed attract many followers. But there is another option: the church as a
community in which radical questions of belief and faith are certainly not de-
barred, and maybe not even definitively answered, but are positively welcomed
and, to borrow one theologian’s lovely term, ‘befriended’. | believe that such a
church would be an attractive place for those many people in our society who
know that life is complex and difficult, and who find that the easy answers of-
fered by certain churches don't ring true with their experience of life. | know
which sort of church | prefer. What about you?
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Place all ingredients in a large saucepan and loitige boil. Cover the pan and sim-
mer for 30 min. Cool and purée until smooth. &slsoup. Serve with a spoonful of
\' plain yogurt and sprinkle with fresh roasted cuseeds.
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n addition to supporting any studies or special services at

your own church why not try one or more of the activities

arranged by other churches? There is a remarkably wide

choice, including study courses and discussion groups, a
pilgrimage, evenings at the movies (for free), music recitals
followed by ploughman's lunch, and sessions exploring differ-
ent ways of prayer and worship.

The details are in the CTF booklet WHAT TO DO IN LENT 2009. This free
booklet is available in churches and at other outlets, through your CTF repre-
sentative or by emailing: secretary@churchestogetherinfarnham.org.uk  Alter-
natively, you can find the details or download the booklet from the CTF Net-
work Farnham website at: www.churchestogetherinfarnham.org.uk

GOOD FRIDAY WALK OF WITNESS

Everyone is invited to join the Annual Good Friday Walk of Witness, organ-
ised by Churches Together in Farnham. The date is 10th April. Assemble at
the Hart in Farnham, near the University College for the Creative Arts, in
time for the start at 12 noon. The walk will follow the usual route through the
town, terminating with a brief service outside St Andrew's Church at around
12.30pm. A cross will be carried at the front and at the rear, and those who
take part are encouraged to bring small individual crosses.

NEW WAYS TO REACH OUT

Churches Together in Farnham will look at new ways of reaching out to the
community at an open meeting of the CTF Council on Thursday 30th Ap  ril.
Sue Loveday, Co-ordinator of Churches Together in Surrey, will address the
meeting and lead discussion. All are welcome. Refreshments will be
served from 7pm and the meeting will start at 7.30. The venue has not yet
been confirmed, but please put the date in your diary now.
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TALKABOUT H
Hale Methodist Church, Monday, 9th March at 7.30 pm |
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Farnborough’s place in aviation history - the RAIBdy and the ||
Farnborough Air Museum with Dr Jim Russell. 0
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SPECIAL SERVICES
in
MARCH

EVERY FRIDAY at 12.00 noon

Eucharist at St Mark’s with Lenten talk, followed by
lunch in St Mark’s Centre

MOTHERING SUNDAY 22nd March

At St George’s, Badshot Lea, 10.00 am:
A special Family Communion with presentation of
Posies, followed by refreshments

At St Mark’s, 10.15 am:

All Age service with Sunday School, followed by
Refreshments

PASSION SUNDAY, 29th March

Parish Eucharist at St George’s, 10.00 am
(No 10.15 service in Hale)

——




Love Life. Live Lesk

he Archbishops of Canterbury and York, Dr Rowanliafits and Dr John

Sentamu, are encouraging families to share in simpts of kindness to-

gether during this Lent. Suggested acts of kinslireshe third instalment of

the Church of Englandlsove Life Live Lentprogramme include: having a
clear-out of unwanted clothes and toys and dondkiam to a charity shop, producing
simple home-made gifts for Mothering Sunday, creat prayer space in the under-
stairs cupboard, making a bird cake, or learningesbasic first aid skills.

The campaign promotes the idea that doing somethisgive for friends, neighbours
or the wider local community can be as transformamgl spiritually beneficial as
'giving something up' for Lent. The ArchbishopsC#nterbury and York say in their
joint introduction: "With God's help we can charige world for good a little bit every
day. Together we can build better and more gemsecommunities. Together we can
lighten the load on our planet. We show God's leten we do these things." The
multi-media campaign has captured the imaginatiomare than a quarter of million
people who have become involved in the past twosyeln 2007, more than 130,000
people joined in with_ove Life Live Lentmany of whom opted to receive the daily
suggested acts of service by text message. Lastty® suggested actions were avail-
able through social networking sites including Femk and MySpace, and a number
of prominent bloggers were enlisted to help spteadvord through cyberspace. This
year,Love Life LiveLent returns with two pocket-sized booklets puldidiby Church
House Publishing, based on the best of' the prewseuies - one for children, and one
for young people and adults - and, new for 2008, fémily book packed with extra
hints, tips and advice on completing a Lent's wartttactions as a family. This re-
source book includes all the actions from the betskiplus extra activities, recipes (for
pancakes and hot cross buns) and prayers. Theaggimpebsite - www.livelent.net -
will also include extra resources, including a cofal wall chart to help families chart
their journey through Lent together.

The price of the individual booklets has been tald€1l each (discount available for
bulk orders) and the family book (ISBN 978-0715174B) costs £4.99. The products
are available from Christian bookshops, or at wvapublishing.co.uk/livelent.

Love Life Live Lenstarted life in the Diocese of Birmingham in 20@&pired by a
local pilgrimage. The booklet was such a hit tiegt original print run had to be in-
creased repeatedly, and 70,000 copies were diwdithrough churches, schools and

Community centres.
(From theParish Pumpwebsite)
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TWO PRAYERS FOR A TIME OF RECESSION

Prayer on being made redundant
'Redundant’-

the word says it all -

useless,

unnecessary,

without purpose,

surplus to requirements.

Thank you, Heavenly Father,

that in the middle of

the sadness,

the anger,

the uncertainty,

the pain,

| can talk to you.

Hear me as | cry out in confusion,
help me to think clearly,

and calm my soul.

As life carries on,

may | know your presence with me
each and every day.

And as | look to the future,

help me to look for fresh opportunities, for newedtions.
Guide me by your Spirit,

and show me your path,

through Jesus, the way, the truth and the life. Ame

Prayer for those remaining in the workplace

Life has changed:

colleagues have gone - redundant, out of work.
Suddenly, what seemed so secure is now so verijefrag
It's hard to know what | feel:

sadness, certainly,

guilt, almost, at still having a job to go to,

and fear of the future:

who will be next?

how will | cope with the increased pressure of vitork
Lord Jesus, in the midst of this uncertainty, ek to keep going:
to work to the best of my ability,

taking each day at a time,

and taking time each day to walk with you

for you are the way, the truth and the life. Amen.
(From the CofE website)



Prayer Page

In my letter this month, | refer to a theologian who speaks of
‘befriending questions’. His name is Diarmuid O’Murchu ,
and he is a Roman Catholic, a member of the Sacred Heart
Missionary Order, and is possibly one of the most exciting and
challenging theologians writing today. (Google his name, and
you'll find his website.) As well as books, he is the author of
many prayers and poems, and it is one of these that | have
chosen for this month’s prayer page.

John Page

Prayer to the Holy Spirit

Come Holy Spirit, breathe down upon our troubled wo rid.
Shake the tired foundations of our crumbling instit utions.
Break the rules that keep you out of all our sacred spaces,

and from the dust and rubble, gather up the seedlin  gs of a new
creation.

Come Holy Spirit, enflame once more the dying ember s of our
weariness.

Shake us out of our complacency. Whisper our names once more,
and scatter your gifts of grace with wild abandon.

Break open the prisons of our inner being,

and let your raging justice be our sign of liberty.

Come Holy Spirit and lead us to places we would rat  her not go.
Expand the horizons of our limited imaginations.

Awaken in our souls dangerous dreams for new tomorr ow,
and rekindle in our hearts the fire of prophetic en thusiasm.

Come Holy Spirit, whose justice outwits internation al
conspiracy,

whose light outshines religious bigotry,

whose peace can halt our patriarchal hunger for
dominance and control,

whose promise invigorates out every effort:

to create a new heaven and a new earth, now and
forever. Amen.




General Synod: February 2009

To the average worshipper, the deliberations of@kaeral Synod of the Church of Eng-
land seem far removed from the day-to-day life of parish. But the following sum-
mary of the topics to be covered will show manyaaref general, widespread concern.
The summary is provided by tiRarish Pumpwebsite.

Key debates on the international financial crisismen bishops, the Anglican Covenant,
human trafficking, asylum, Anglican-Roman Cathobtations and inter faith relations

Major debates concerning the Church's ministry @atdtions with other Churches, the
financial crisis and the Church's engagement wittewsociety will be on the agenda at
the General Synod when it meets at Church Housstiilester from Monday to Friday,
9-13 February. The Synod will be debating a comsiole amount of legislative business,
including the first consideration stage of the tivedmen bishops’ legislation.

The International Financial Crisis

The Synod agenda provides opportunities for memtwersflect on the international fi-
nancial crisis and the recession. On the Tuesd®ynaon, Andreas Whittam Smith
(First Church Estates Commissioner) will facilitgiteesentations from and engage in
dialogue with Lord Griffiths of Fforestfach and tR¢ Revd Peter Selby. This will be an
opportunity for the Synod to hear about and disevifs the two speakers the reasons for
the crisis and its wider implications. Brian Gitli6 has been Vice Chairman of Gold-
man Sachs International since 1991 and a memidbedoard since 2007. He was from
1984 to 1990 Head of Mrs Thatcher's Policy UnilNat 10 Downing Street. He is the
author of a number of books and. since 1997, haa @hairman of the Lambeth Fund.
Peter Selby was, until 2007, Bishop of Worcestet amember of the Church Commis-
sioners' Assets Committee. He has been a memtibe @octrine Commission and has
written on the subject of faith and economics. t@aThursday afternoon there will be a
debate, introduced by the Archbishop of York, exang the challenges and opportuni-
ties for the Church's mission and ministry in comitias that the international financial
crisis and recession presents.

Women Bishops

Last July, the Synod agreed that draft legislaberprepared, including special arrange-
ments for those who would not be able to receieentinistry of women as bishops (or

priests) in a statutory national code of practiddie Women Bishops Legislative Draft-

ing Group (chaired by the Bishop of Manchester) taspleted its work on this basis

and the Synod will be giving First Consideratiorthie draft legislation required to admit

women to the episcopate. It will not be possiblenbve amendments to the draft legis-
lation at this Group of Sessions; the issue bettoeeSynod will be whether to agree that
the draft Measure and draft Amending Canon be medefior consideration by a Revision

Committee.



Anglican Covenant

The Churches of the Anglican Communion were askedarch 2008 if they
were able, in principle, to commit to the Covenpricess and to say if there
were any elements which in their view would neetkesive change in order to
make viable the process of adoption by their Synotlke General Synod will
consider a take note motion, moved by the BishoRathester on behalf of the
House of Bishops, on a report from the House, twhvis attached a draft Church
of England response to these questions. The digiionse welcomes the direc-
tion of travel of the Covenant while flagging umamber of points which still
require attention.

Anglican-Roman Catholic Relations

The Synod will be addressed on its first day byd@e Cormac Murphy-
O'Connor, the Archbishop of Westminster. His addrdéogether with an intro-
duction by the Archbishop of Canterbury, will prdgi an opportunity for the
Synod to reflect on relations between the ChurclEnf§land and the Roman
Catholic Church. This will lead to a debate, resjed by the Synod, on the report
by the Second Anglican-Roman Catholic Internatidammission on Church as
Communion.

Inter Faith Relations

The Synod will consider a Private Member's Motioonf Mr Paul Eddy, which
asks the House of Bishops to report to the Synothein understanding of the
uniqueness of Christ in a multi faith society aadffer examples of good prac-
tice in sharing the gospel of salvation throughi§thalone with people of other
faiths and of none. The Synod will also be condidethe inter faith and engage-
ment programme which it launched in July 2005 wheihso set up a task group,
chaired by the Bishop of Bradford. This secondade provides the Synod with
an opportunity to take note of what has been aekieso far and the work that is
proposed for the next phase of the Presence anaigéngent programme

The Church in Public Life

There are three Diocesan Synod Motions particulzohcerned with the Church's
engagement in wider society. The first, from Céess wide ranging in its con-
cern about the role of the Church in civic sociehd asks the divisions of the
Archbishops' Council to report to the Synod onrthedrk to foster a clearer un-
derstanding of the Christian faith among the intitihs and organizations of so-
ciety, and to reinforce the claims of the Churchake its place in public life.
The second motion, which has been passed in idé¢ridems by the Newcastle
and Winchester Diocesan Synods, urges the Churdbngfand to deplore the
continuing evil of human trafficking, to supportetiwork of those who seek to
end human trafficking and to rescue those trappeit, and also to support the
implementation of the UK Action Plan on Tackling idan Trafficking, particu-
larly in relation to the 2012 Olympics. The debailt be preceded by a presen-



tation which will include an invited speaker frohetUnited Kingdom Human Traf-
ficking Centre. The motion from the Southwell andtfshgham Diocesan Synod asks
the Synod to call on the Government to ensurettigatreatment of asylum seekers is
just and compassionate. In particular, it callstf@ conferring of a right to work on
all asylum seekers, and the declaration of an atyfi@slegacy cases that predate the
Government's New Asylum Model. It also asks thes&pment to find a practical
and humane remedy to the situation of refused asgeekers who are unable to re-
turn to their country of origin because of persaakty, health or family reasons.

A Private Member's Motion from Ms Vasantha Gnanadisks the House of Bishops
to formulate and implement a policy for the ChuattEngland under which clergy,

ordinands and such employed lay persons as havesdhat require them to speak
on behalf of the Church should not be a membemaddrganization whose constitu-
tion, aims, objectives or pronouncements contratiietduty to promote race equal-

ity.

Parishioners can keep in touch with the Generab&ymhile it meets. Background
papers and other information will be posted on @teurch of England website
(www.cofe.anglican.org) ahead of the General Sysessions. Audio files of de-
bates, along with updates on the days' proceediiiblse posted during the sessions.






Now is the time to say Goodby®

\] ohn and Bea Daniel moved to Hale around the time
that | started here as Team Rector. They found a spiri-
tual home in St John’s, and quickly settled into par-
ish life, both joining the Hale DCC. Soon after, |
learned that John had been a Reader in his for-
mer parish of Holy Trinity, Guildford, and | in-
vited him to exercise his ministry here too — an
invitation which Bea immediately accepted on
John’s behalf, if | recall. (Though John himself didn’t put
up much resistance.) Since then, we have all benefited
greatly from John’s learned and articulate ser- mons, elegantly con-
structed and peppered with a dash of dry humour, and he has also taken
more than his share of Evensongs both at St Mark’s and St George'’s.
Then, when Liz Larkin gave up the editorship of this magazine, and it
seemed for a time that the publication would have to fold, John stepped
forward to save the day. He has exercised the editorship with consum-
mate skill (introducing some interesting new features, such as the monthly
profile of parishioners), efficiency, and good humour and patience in the
face of consistently late copy on the part of at least one regular contribu-
tor.

Bea for her part became warden in Hale alongside Pat Love and Anne
Young as deputy. In this role she has given me much support and en-
couragement. But her crowning achievement is without doubt the re-
formation of the Hale choir. Ever since Nancy Ford’'s departure, Pamela
Marsham had kept the musical torch in Hale burning in the shape of the
Music Group; on this foundation, Bea used her tremendous skill and ex-
perience acquired over many years as director of several choirs back in
the States to build a choir which now sings regularly on feast days and
festivals, and produces a wonderful sound far surpassing their numbers.

In short, Bea and John have approached parish life with energy, enthusi-
asm, and what can best be described as an infectious “can do” attitude.
But now, these very qualities of theirs which have served us so well in re-
cent years are ironically taking them away from us. Always ready to face
a new challenge, they are now setting off on one of the biggest yet, as
they give up their life here in England for a new life in France.



At the end of this month they move to a little village close to Bergerac in the
south-west of the country, initially renting a house whilst (sic!) they search
for a permanent home. The Parish Eucharist at St George’s on Sunday 29™
March will be the last service they attend here, and | hope that many will be
able to be there to wish them well. | should like to take this opportunity on
behalf of us all in the parish to thank them both for the huge contribution
they have made to our church life over the last six years, and to wish them
every success in the future.

We bid them au revoir, because I'm sure that many of us hope that it will be
‘till next we see you’, and we bid them adieu, as we commit them to God’s
care and protection. But above all, as they embark on this next stage of
their life journey, we bid them (in words by T.S. Eliot)

“Not fare well, but fare forward, voyagers”.

Revd. John Page
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SONGS of LOVE

Amazing Graces the number one hymn chosen by the 400
couples a month planning their wedding through @irch of
England’s new online ceremony planner at
www.yourchurchwedding.org More than 1,300 couples have
registered with the ‘listen and choose’ online ivaibon,
which launched in October 2008 when a new lawiatat by
the Church of England, made a church wedding mossiple for more

people.

The ceremony planner at www.yourchurchwedding/pargives 25 choices for spe-
cial hymns for weddings and 12 readings from thiel8i Choices are captured in a
draft printout which merges the names of the badd groom into the marriage ser-
vice. Couples can use this draft as a discussamter when they first meet their vicar.

John Newton's\mazing Graceés the most popular wedding hymn choice, closely f
lowed byMake Me a Channel of Your Peabased on the prayer of St Francis of As-
sisi. Number three is the schooldays favoukiterhings Bright and Beautiful

The most wanted Bible reading is 1 CorinthiansfaBous for weddings, which ends
at verse 13: "And now these three remain: faitpehand love. But the greatest of
these is love." Readings from Song of Solomon t@m@nd and third place.

All in all, the ceremony planner at www.yourchuradding.org is a wonderful re-
source which helps couples discover these richdsraake choices as they plan a ser-
vice which is personal to them.

The current top 10 wedding hymns are:
1) Amazing Grace

2) Make Me a Channel of Your Peace
3) All Things Bright and Beautiful

4) Give Me Joy in My Heart

5) We Pledge to One Another

6) Praise My Soul the King Of Heaven
7) Lord of the Dance

8) One More Step Along the World | Go
9) Morning Has Broken

10) Be Sitill for the Presence of the Lord

Full list of hymns http://www.yourchurchwedding.dngmns-media-player.aspx
Full list of readings http://www.yourchurchweddingg/yourwedding/readings.aspx
The Church of England Marriage Measure became taivsb October 2008.

The Church of England celebrates 54,000 wedding=saa
(From theParish Pumpwebsite)
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Hale Villag®€ Hall

e time you read this article the General Megfior the History of Hale
oject will have taken place and the delivery oéstionnaires throughout the
village will be well under way, so | hope to bealbb report real progress in the next
issue and maybe even announce the official launch.

The first COFFEE MORNING PLUS of 2009 was againyveell attended, and more
photographs and stories were being shown and ttlds really nice to see so many
village people and those who are interested irhibiry of Hale come together to chat
and share memories. You are probably already athatehese events are to continue
throughout 2009, with the next two being or"Z8ebruary and 28March both from
10.00am to 12 noon.

As our contribution to the Hale Carnival activitighés year we hope to host in the Vil-
lage Hall a produce-type show based on the tramitid/illage Flower and Vegetable
Show’. We hope to include a number of classeaitin vegetables, flowers, crafts,
produce and children’s classes. Any ideas andoéfehelp would be most welcome.
We will also be presenting a Supper Quiz in Apttie date will be announced in the
next issue.

Geoff Wallis 01252 711993; wallisgeoff@hotmail.co.uk
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THE CHILDREN'S SOCIETY

Please bring them to church as soon as possilddéephone me on
01252 657410 and | will collect them. Many thanks.

; The St George's boxes are now due to be emptied.
; Kay Eastman
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You'vegottobeiom

THE MAN RULES

AT LAST A GUY HAS TAKEN THE TIME TO WRITE THIS ALL DOWN
FINALLY , THE GUYS' SIDE OF THE STORY. WE ALWAYS HEAR ‘THE RULES'
FROM THE FEMALE SIDE. NOW HERE ARE THE RULES FROM THE MALE
SIDE.

THESE ARE OUR RULES. PLEASE NOTE, THESE ARE ALL NUMBERED 1 ON
PURPOSE.

1 MEN ARE NOT MIND READERS.

1 LEARN TO WORK THE TOILET SEAT. YOU'RE A BIG GIRL. IFIT'SUP, PUT
IT DOWN. WE NEED IT UP, YOU NEED IT DOWN. YOU DON'T HEAR US COM-
PLAINING ABOUT YOU LEAVING IT DOWN.

1 SUNDAY SPORTS IT'SLIKE THE FULL MOON OR THE CHANGING OF THE
TIDES. LET IT BE.

1 CRYING IS BLACKMAIL .

1 ASK FOR WHAT YOU WANT. LET USBE CLEAR ON THIS ONE: SUBTLE
HINTS DO NOT WORK. STRONG HINTS DO NOT WORK. OBVIOUS HINTS DO
NOT WORK. JUST SAY IT.

1 YESAND NO ARE PERFECTLY ACCEPTABLE ANSWERSTO ALMOST EVERY
QUESTION.

1 COME TO USWITH A PROBLEM ONLY IF YOU WANT HELP SOLVING IT.
THAT'SWHAT WE DO. SYMPATHY IS WHAT YOUR GIRLFRIENDS ARE FOR.

1 ANYTHING WE SAID SIX MONTHS AGO IS INADMISSIBLE IN AN ARGUMENT .
IN FACT, ALL COMMENTS BECOME NULL AND VOID AFTER SEVEN DAYS.

1 IFYOU THINK YOU'RE FAT, YOU PROBABLY ARE. DON'T ASK US.

1 IF SOMETHING WE SAID CAN BE INTERPRETED TWO WAYS AND ONE OF
THE WAYS MAKES YOU SAD OR ANGRY, WE MEANT THE OTHER ONE.

1 YOU CAN EITHER ASK US TO DO SOMETHING OR TELL USHOW YOU WANT
IT DONE. NOT BOTH. |F YOU ALREADY KNOW BEST HOW TO DO IT, JUST DO
IT YOURSELF.



1 WHENEVER POSSIBLE, PLEASE SAY WHATEVER YOU HAVE TO SAY DUR-
ING COMMERCIALS .

1 CHRISTOPHER CoLuUMBUS DID NOT NEED DIRECTIONS AND NEITHER DO
WE.

1 ALL MEN SEEIN ONLY 16COLOURS, LIKE WINDOWS DEFAULT SETTINGS.
PEACH, FOR EXAMPLE , IS A FRUIT, NOT A COLOUR. PUMPKIN IS A VEGETA-
BLE. WE HAVE NO IDEA WHAT MAUVE IS.

1 IFIT ITCHES, IT WILL BE SCRATCHED. WE DO THAT.

1 IFWE ASK WHAT IS WRONG AND YOU SAY ‘NOTHING ', WE WILL ACT LIKE
NOTHING 'SWRONG. WE KNOW YOU ARE LYING , BUT IT IS JUST NOT WORTH
THE HASSLE.

1 IFYOU ASK A QUESTION YOU DON'T WANT AN ANSWER TO, EXPECT AN
ANSWER YOU DON'T WANT TO HEAR.

1 WHEN WE HAVE TO GO SOMEWHERE, ABSOLUTELY ANYTHING YOU WEAR
IS FINE. REALLY .

1 DON'T ASK USWHAT WE'RE THINKING ABOUT UNLESS YOU ARE PRE-
PARED TO DISCUSSSUCH TOPICS AS FOOTBALL OR MOTOR SPORTS

1 YOU HAVE ENOUGH CLOTHES.

1 YOU HAVE TOO MANY SHOES.

1 |AM IN SHAPE. ROUND IS A SHAPE!

1 THANK YOU FOR READING THIS. YES, | KNOW, | HAVE TO SLEEP ON THE
COUCH TONIGHT ; BUT DID YOU KNOW MEN REALLY DON'T MIND THAT? IT'S
LIKE CAMPING.

PASSTHIS TO AS MANY MEN AS YOU CAN -TO GIVE THEM A LAUGH .
PASSTHIS TO AS MANY WOMEN AS YOU CAN - TO GIVE THEM A BIGGER
LAUGH .
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Yo DIARY DATES N\

Lent1

Chad, bishop, missionary (672)

Hale choir practice, St John’s, 7.30 pm

TeacakesSt Mark’s Centre, 2.00 pm

Lent Eucharist and lunch, St Mark’s, 12.00 noon

Perpetua, Felicity and companions, martyrs (203)

Coffee morning, 25 Wentworth Close, 10.00 am t®Q2

Guides and Brownies Jumble Sale, Gostrey Cemtrs 10.00 am
Lent 2

Hale choir practice, St John’s, 7.30 pm

Hale W.I., Hale Institute, 1.45 pm

Lent Eucharist and lunch, St Mark’s, 12.00 noon

Lent 3

Hale choir practice, St John’s, 7.30 pm

Patrick, bishop, missionary, patron of Irelad@Q)

Cyril, bishop, teacher of the faith (386)

Mothers’ Union Corporate Communion, St John’s0%#n
Joseph of Nazareth

Cuthbert, bishop, missionary (587)

Lent Eucharist and lunch, St Mark’s, 12.00 noon

Thomas Cranmer, archbishop, Reformation maty54)

Lent 4; Mothering Sunday

Hale choir practice, St John’s, 7.30 pm

Walter Hilton, mystic (1396, Oscar Romero, aishbp, martyr (1980)
Annunciation of our Lord to the Blessed Virgin Mary

Mothers’ Union Lady Day Service, All Saints, Hezylht 3.00 pm
Lent Eucharist and lunch, St Mark’s, 12.00 noon

Lent 5; Passion Sunday

Hale choir practice, St John’s, 7.30 pm

John Donne, priest, poet (1631)

Q

The deadline for the April issue is
Sunday, 1st March
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William Cobbett Junior School

The March weather prediction of ‘ in like a liondhaut like a lambtould also refer to
our activities this month, with a busy start for ahildren, parents and staff alike. The
Year 6 children will be visiting the Hindu Temple Watford as part of their continued
study of the Hindu faith. The day includes a totthe inside and outside of the temple
and workshops on Hindu worship, clothes, foods@amioms, and is always one of the
most popular school visits of the year.

Our Cross Country team have entered a competitidgfainham Park on thd and we
are holding our Parental Consultation eveningshersf and 16'

After three fairly ‘quiet’ weeks, and while the tes us shiver in an English spring, on
the 27 our Year 5 children will be transported to the suBreek Islands for the day.
Dressed as Ancient Greeks, they will participateaiseries of workshops run by the
Theatre Exchange.

During the last week of term, we will be celebrgtiBaster with variety of assemblies,
workshops and lessons, before breaking up at 2rB0qn Friday, % April.

Head Teacher

Hale School

Music is in the air during March, with our Infamich Junior choirs participating in the
Farnham Festival at the Farnham Maltings and thedacorchestra holding their
Spring Concert on Tuesday*March in the Main Hall at 7pm.

We shall also be celebrating World Book Day on Eday %' March with a journalist
from the Daily Express working with classes thromgththe day. If you would like to
share a favourite story with the children or hdatdeen read, then please contact the
school through the School Office (01252 716729).

We are always seeking new ways to be more actimelylved with the local commu-
nity, and so | was very pleased to meet with G&aé#llis recently to discuss closer
links between the school and the Hale Village Halbok out for notices on the Com-
munity noticeboard.

Head Teacher



Why a cat is good for you

Do you own a cat? Then your risk of heart attacl stroke could be re-
duced by more than a third. Apparently, owningelowers your stress

and anxiety levels. (Unless of course, kitty
scratches the new couch, or flatly refuses to come
home in night.) But even S0, a recent study at-Min
nesota University has found that cat owners tend
to outlive non-cat owner

It is thought that stroking a cat could reduce the
level of stress related hor- mones in the blood- Re
ducing stress is known to help pr tect againstthear
disease, by lowering blood pressure and reduceéart rate. Which
sounds purr-fect...

Anybody like to share your favourite cat story?n&é in!

Come and enjoy wonderful treatments
by friendly, experienced therapists

IPL Permanent Hair Reduction
IPL Skin Rejuvenation - Body Massage
Crystal Clear Oxygen Facials
Crystal Clear Microdermabrasion Facials
Bio-Ultimate Platinum Lifting Facials
Glycolic Facial Peels - Eyelash Tinting
Nouveau Lash semi-permanent lashes
Thread Vein & Skin Tag Removal
Electrolysis - Fake Tan Treatments
Manicure - Pedicure - Paraffin Wax
Aromatic Oil Facials - Steam Facials " #

+ many more beauty treatments $ %

Gift Vouchers Available & ,

Tel: 01252 726358 O*+* *-.* [ (-.-0 *(100+
Townsend House: 45a Downing St: Farnham $2 3 $ "
www.susannesaville.moonfruit.com




A visit to the church of
St Peter, St Mary Bourne

by
Roy Sallis

An extremely interesting church to visit. On eintgryou cannot fail to see
the magnificent font, which is of dense black/bdabistose limestone, capa-
ble of being polished like marble. There are msdyen in the country, and
four of them are in Hampshire. The original basd pillars are missing.

For many years the font stood on a single sandgidlae, now outside the

church on the north side of the tower. The prebase was placed in 1927.
The font itself tells a symbolic story to thoselwilhe time and understanding
to meditate upon it. The tower contains six bedksst in Reading in 1683
and recast at various times at Aldbourne.

The present pews were fitted in 1855-56. The p&itts doors were rented
at £1 per annum, others being 12/6d or 7/6d. \\ligmews became free in
1904 the doors were to be removed, but oppositahis left some in place.
The lectern has four reading slopes that can laedt It dates from 1700.
Two chains hang from it, one being for the Biblal dhe other for Foxe's

Book of Martyrs. The lectern ended up in the \agar and was sold when
the then vicar died. It was presented to Readingedm from where it was
returned in 1090. Over the arch near the lecteentl?e Royal Arms of

Charles 1.

The south (Wyke) aisle contains a chapel dedictieithe Blessed Virgin
Mary and St George of England. The south wall @iostthe Crusader tomb.
This was made in 1300. In a glass case near ttile door is a copy of the
‘Vinegar Bible’ of 1717. To the left of the door jmrt of a frontal of 1678.
The chancel dates from the™@entury and was restored in 1855. There are
few memorials to be seen in the church. The &diiés are of oak from about
1620. The organ dates from 1850 and was originallg gallery in the
tower. It was moved to its present position in91

Looking from the font you may notice that the alt&not quite central. This
is a deliberate position, as Jesus is shown wihbad resting to the left in
the Crucifixion in the east window.

In the far corner of the second extension of theratyard is the grave of
Col. Kitchener, brother of Lord Kitchener of Khauto.
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REGISTERS

We hope to resume our Registers page in our ngxejsvhich will
cover the January and February baptisms, marregg$unerals.




