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As followers of Jesus Christ,  
we seek to enjoy and reflect  

God’s love for all  
in our life and worship. 
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SERVICES FOR THE PARISH OF  

HALE WITH BADSHOT LEA 
 

Everyone is welcome 
 
 

 

ST JOHN’S CHURCH, Hale 
 

3rd  Wednesday in month Holy Communion   9.30 am 
Every Sunday Holy Communion (traditional language)    8.00 am 
1st and 3rd  Sunday Sung Eucharist  10.15 am 
 
 
ST MARK’S CHURCH, Alma Lane 
 
Every Friday Holy Communion    12 noon 
2nd Sunday Sung Eucharist  10.15 am 
4th Sunday All-age Worship  10.15 am  
Evensong (1st Sunday in month)    6.00 pm 
 
 
ST GEORGE’S CHURCH, Badshot Lea 
 
Every Thursday  Holy Communion 10.30 am  
Every Sunday Sung Eucharist   10.00 am 
Family Praise  (1st and 3rd Sunday in month)  11.30 am 
Evensong (2nd, 3rd  & 5th Sundays)    6.00 pm 
Space to Think (2nd and 4th Sunday)    7.15 pm 
 

Morning Prayer is said daily; see weekly news-sheet for time and venue 
 

 
Baptisms and Marriages:    

Please contact the Parish Office  � 718882  
email: office@halewithbadshotlea.org.uk  

 
 

Magazine printed by Imprint Colour Tel: (01252) 547023 ; www.imprint colour.co.uk  
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THE VICAR WRITES 
 
Dear Friends 

Obedience and Perfect Freedom? 
 

At school I had a maths teacher called Mr Watkins and in fruity Welsh 
tones he led us through the ups and downs of the ‘O’ level maths syllabus.  
He was quite a strict, no nonsense person with strange little phrases of  
encouragement like “on with the motley” (from Shakespeare – Macbeth?).  
But one of his chestnuts was uniform – he would have liked to see us all 
looking the same – instead he had a perennial battle with too short skirts 
and ties worn like necklaces.  He wryly commented that we disliked  
uniformity at school but if he met us on a football terrace on Saturday  
supporting our favourite team we’d all be dressed the same in jeans and our 
team top. 
 
Mr Watkins’ remarks beg the question: “how does the agenda for our life 
get set?”  We like to think we each set our own – we are free human  
beings after all – but is that truly the case? If we choose to live the life of a 
Christian we think there will be some very firm boundaries like 
“obedience” (some think being a Christian also includes giving up fun …
yuk).  I don’t know about you but “obedience” is one of those words in the 
Christian vocabulary that I struggle with, so what do others say? 
 
In the book Finding Sanctuary, Abbot Christopher Jamison writes about 
the making of BBC TV programme The Monastery in which he led five 
men on a 40 day retreat into monastic life at Worth Abbey.  The men came 
from a great variety of backgrounds but wanted to seek out a deeper mean-
ing to their life. The question of personal freedom and obedience very 
quickly raised itself and this eventually led the men to an awareness that 
other values such as greed, lust, pride, hypocrisy were leading their lives. 
 
Abbot Christopher had some thoughts about this, saying that whilst  
freedom and obedience are clearly different they may not be as opposed as 
you might first think, and that in the monastic tradition obedience is seen as 
the greatest expression of human freedom.  Firstly, obeying something  
unknowingly is not free choice (so my choices have to be well  
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informed).  Secondly, I must choose things which open up future possibili-
ties; in other words things that won’t damage my physical or emotional 
health which would restrict my freedom.  The way to freedom and choice he 
suggests is through listening – listening to each other and to God and obedi-
ence is linked to this too. 
 
“Obedience” derives from the Latin word oboedire which means not only “to 
obey” but also “to listen”.  This conjures up a lovely picture of one  
person leaning attentively to another listening to hear everything that they 
are saying.  Here is a good working definition of the word “obedience” and 
in it a double exercise of freedom: freedom to discern and the freedom of 
choosing to follow what has been discerned.  It is different from “blind  
obedience” where discernment isn’t exercised and the individual simply  
follows the strongest voice and so surrenders to another. 
 
In this exercise of listening to each other, we are attempting to truly under-
stand the other, and in relationship of silent listening to God we are trying to 
hear His will. This presents an informed way of making choices less likely to 
be influenced by the other pressures of living: time, money, where we’re  
going to park, hunger, anxiety….. 
 
At the end of the BBC programme and after Abbott Christopher’s gentle 
guidance, Tony, who produced films for chat lines, felt he couldn’t return to 
that way of making a living.  His changed way of living life more thought-
fully and gently didn’t fit with his way of making a living. 
 
With love in Christ, Rev Carol 
 
The book referred to is Finding Sanctuary Monastic Steps for Everyday Life 
by Abbott Christopher Jamison Published by Phoenix in 2007 
ISBN 978-0-7538-2149-7 

�3�D�U�L�V�K���H�Y�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�3�D�U�L�V�K���H�Y�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�3�D�U�L�V�K���H�Y�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�3�D�U�L�V�K���H�Y�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V��������
��������

Sunday 27th Back to Church Sunday   
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'America - the times they are a'changing' 
 
This was the theme of our church entry into Hale Carnival on 4th 
July this year.   Thank you to those who came along in a variety of 
costumes through the ages. We even had the Statue of Liberty!   
Our efforts gained us a second prize in our category. 
 
Above is our carnival entry awaiting judgement. Any captions are 
welcome, particularly bearing in mind the sight of John Page with a 
gag on him... 
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The printed magazine is now taking small adverts. If you have something 
to sell, or want to buy or rent something, send the details to us, together 
with a small donation relative to the value of the product. 

‘The Case for Faith’ House Group. 
 

Over the last seven weeks we have been using the course, The Case 
for Faith by Lee Strobel.   About ten of us met each Monday to follow 
this very interesting DVD.  It starts with the story of Charles 
Templeton, a close friend of Billy Graham, who after being a preacher 
to hundreds of thousands of people, began to have doubts and even-
tually lost his faith.  The course helped us to look at our doubts, at evil 
and suffering in the world and the question.  'Is Jesus the only way to 
God?'  It ended with reassurance of the Power of Faith. 
There was plenty of discussion, some disagreement, lots of fellowship 
and a few moments of true revelation.    
The course was purchased by the Parish. If you would like to set up 
another group and use this as a starting point, then please contact 
Maxine, 01252 318135, who is currently holding the DVD. 
 

From September, the house group intends to begin a new course, 
based on a book called Just Walk Across the Room by Bill Hybels.  It 
is a four- week course. According to Pastor Nathan Smith, of Faith 
Baptist Church Kentwood, MI  this is: “Hands down the best book I 
have ever read on evangelism - because it is not about fancy tricks, 
sales techniques or anything else. It is about summoning the courage 
to build relationships and invite people into a conversation about Je-
sus.” — So, If you would like to join us, you would be very welcome. 

Please contact Maxine on 01252318135  
Ignite a new spirit of evangelism in your church! 

Just Walk Across the Room 
Thursday, 17th Sept, Wed 23rd, Wed 30th, Wed 7th October. 

7.45pm   Venue to be confirmed.   All Welcome. 
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  An Island Parish 
 
 
For those readers unfamiliar with the BBC2 series An Island Parish, the parish is the Isles of 
Scilly. Andy and I visited these islands in June and had a fantastic holiday. 
 

There are five inhabited islands and numerous uninhabited ones, some of them just islets. St 
Mary’s is the main island with about two thousand inhabitants and is the hub of island life. 
From here boats go out to the other islands daily, weather permitting. The fun of holidays 
here is going to different islands and exploring them each day. 
 

We visited Tresco with its fabulous Abbey Gardens where there are thousands of plant  
species from all over the world. One plant was flowering when we were there for the first 
time in thirty years! This was happening because last winter the islands had frosts which a 
gardener explained to us causes the plant to think it will die if it doesn’t set seeds. 
 

After our visit to the gardens, we set off to walk around the island and found the perfect spot 
for our picnic overlooking a beach which could belong in the Caribbean. After lunch we 
found an even more perfect spot thirty yards further on! 
 

St Martin’s also has beautiful beaches and a pub with fantastic views – the Seven Stones, 
which will be a familiar name to viewers of the programmes. 
 

One day the sea was like a millpond as there was no wind, so we took a boat trip out to 
Bishop Rock lighthouse, viewing the Western Rocks on the way. Seals, puffins, gannets and 
many other sea birds were to be seen in their natural habitats, ensuring cameras were busy. 
Bishop Rock is the most south westerly lighthouse in the British Isles and is featured in  
between BBC programmes, with the helipad on top. 
 

Afterwards we were dropped off on St Agnes where I had to taste the ice cream made on 
Troy Farm as it was such a hot day! Again we walked all around the island enjoying the 
beautiful views. 
 

My favourite island was Bryher which is sparsely inhabited and beautiful, with glorious 
views over to Tresco and Samson. There is a hotel here named Hell Bay after one of the 
spots which in bad weather receives the full force of the Atlantic. It is an idyllic spot and on 
a hot sunny June day hard to imagine it in winter. 
 

We would thoroughly recommend these islands to anyone who likes walking and boats. 
Though it isn’t cheap to travel there, the costs on the islands were not as high as we had  
anticipated. We flew from Exeter to St Mary’s which is an experience in itself as the plane 
holds only 17 passengers and we flew at about one thousand feet, so the views were  
tremendous. 
 

A new series of An Island Parish has been filmed this summer and will be shown in the  
autumn. We saw a BBC cameraman filming the farewell party for the Methodist minister Dr 
David Easton, but I hope we are not in shot at all! 
 
Gemma Brown 
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HALE W.I.  
Wed, September 9th 

Hats and Chat 
1.45pm, Hale Village Hall  

Looking forward to seeing you there.   

����������������������������  

Secretary: Marilyn Viveash  315806 

 

 SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL - Waverley Club 

(Women’s Service Organisation) 

 Char ity Coffee Morning and Br ing &  Buy Sale 
In aid of Phyllis Tuckwell Hospice 

 to be held at The Old Court House, Union Road, Farnham 

(opposite Gostrey Meadow)   SATURDAY, 19th SEPTEMBER 2009 
 From 10 a.m. – 12 noon 

 Admission £1 to include Coffee and Biscuit 
 Books, Bric-a-Brac, Cakes, Raffle                                                                                              

 

Teacakes 
On the first Thursday of each 

month, in St Mark's Centre, from 
2.00 p.m. there is a tea for anyone 
who is alone and wishes to join 

friends for a chat over a cup of tea 
and cake. You will be very  

welcome. Call Pat on 713810 

MOTHERS' UNION 

CORPORATE  
COMMUNION 

 
St 

John’s, 
9.15 
am 

Third 
Wednesday  

of each month 

 

����������������
 

Every Thursday at St 
Mark’s, coffee and cakes 
are served from  
 

9am-11.30 in term time  
 

10am-noon in the holidays  
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  Do you know someone who used to come to Church, but  
           no longer does? 
   Or perhaps you know of someone who has only recently  
            moved into the area. 
  If so, would they welcome a personal invitation from you t 
           to join us at a special service? 
 

This is the principle behind ‘Back to Church Sunday’ which this year is on 
the 27th September.  After a small start in the Diocese of Manchester in 2004, 
the initiative has grown not only throughout the nation and across denomina-
tions, but also worldwide. 
 

We know that the churches can be filled for the important festivals of Christ-
mas and Easter, and also for occasions such as Baptisms and  
Weddings.  But so often, these visitors do not return to the ordinary  
services, and we need to ask ourselves why.  Perhaps they find it too  
daunting to walk through the door on their own, perhaps they are worried of 
not knowing when to stand or sit, or perhaps the language used and the num-
ber of different pieces of paper required are just too confusing.   If this is the 
case, then wouldn’t they be delighted to receive a personal invitation from a 
friend or neighbour, and feel more comfortable to participate in the service 
with them?  It is up to us to extend the welcome, and, since it is a specific 
occasion, newcomers are more likely to come if they know other newcomers 
will be there too. 
 

So please help to make this day a success.  Do you know someone you could 
invite and accompany to church?  Or perhaps you are someone who reads this 
magazine but does not regularly join us on a Sunday?  We would be delighted 
to meet you and offer you a friendly welcome.  Please join us at our special 
service at St George’s at 10am on 27th September. 

 

��
��
�����7���F�G�+�	��+�'�����*�'� ���	���#��0#4��
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I love you, O God, 
My Love, 
My Warmth, 
My Solace, 
My Fulfilment, 
All that I am, 
All that I do 
Finds meaning and purpose in you. 
Fill me with the full force 
Of your Love 
And its passionate splendour, 
So that I might hold 
And heal those who are crying out for love. 
Love through me  
All the unreconciled 
Whose homes and hearts 
Are broken, 
And let them know 
I am able to love 
Because you have first loved me. 
 
Miriam Therese Winter 
The SPCK Book of Christian Prayer 
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Secondary Schools Work in Farnham 
 

This paper is an invitation to engage in the possibility of a new 
‘cohesive’ youth project to serve the secondary schools in our commu-
nity. For the last 8 years the FCCT youth team in partnership with vol-
unteers from the Christian community have been involved in Weydon, 
Heath End and Abbey secondary schools work.  
 This work has included: RE Lessons: regularly delivering 
50-80 lessons a year across all schools, Assemblies : regularly 
delivering 20 assemblies a year across all schools; After School 
Clubs: up to 3 weekly clubs for yrs 7-9 including residentials; 
Christian Focus weeks; Supporting trips and activities: Winter-
shall, Mosque visits, yr 7 induction trips; Transition Work: Special 
presentations, Yr 6 trips, Yr 6 lessons & support; Detached work 
during lunch time breaks and Drop in youth clubs in local  
communities. 
 Over the last 6 months FCCT has restructured the way it 
operates and has returned back to its roots of providing ‘seed’ 
funding for ecumenical projects across Farnham. As such there 
will no longer be an employed FCCT Youth Team from the end of 
this academic year. The secondary schools have extended a 
great degree of favour towards the Youth Team over the years, 
and we continue to have a very open door into Heath End, Wey-
don and Abbey Schools. We are thankful for the work over the 
years by dedicated volunteers and the various members of the 
Youth team that have generated this favour. 
 
The question now remains: should we continue second ary 
schools work as an inter-church project for this ne w season, 
post the FCCT Youth Team?  
We have secondary schools who are keen to engage with the 
Christian community, who continue to extend good favour to-
wards us and who have thousands of young people who we can 
connect with. In addition in this new post-FCCT season, CATA-
LYST is a new separate and independent funding body who are 
keen to consider ecumenical projects to provide ‘seed’ funding 
with the expectation that any project becomes sustainable in the 
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mid-term. There are also other funding streams that are possible to 
tap into. 
There is a great opportunity before us. Is it in our interest to take 
it?  
There are a variety of ways to engage with the process of putting to-
gether schools work in Farnham: 
· Prayer is first and foremost and please could we encourage you 
to pray for guidance as this process works out. 
· As an inter-church project would you lend your name as a supporter? 
If this is to be an inter-church project representative of churches in 
and around Farnham it would be good to have a Council of Refer-
ence of church and Christian community leaders who would meet an-
nually to review and advise the project. 
The schools work can only deliver what it is resourced to deliver. This 
resourcing is both talent and finance. There may be personnel (e.g. 
some hours from a church based youth work post) that could be re-
leased to help, volunteers with appropriate talents and/or expertise, 
or financial support towards this local mission initiative. 
Can I suggest the following as a way forward for this process: 
· There has been a collation of the ideas and suggestions gathered 
from a series of workshops set up in June and individual consulta-
tions. 
· A working party will put together a project proposal to be distrib-
uted to interested parties. 
· There will be a second gathering where there is an invitation to 
lend considered support based on the project proposal. 
Assuming there is a groundswell of support, the proposal will be di-
rected toward CATALYST for consideration for seed funding, and any 
other appropriate funding bodies. 
If you have any further comments please feel free to contact me. 
 
Steve Delves  
Senior Youth Worker, FCCT Youth Team;  
youthworkersteve@gmail.com; m:07956 070 171  

 

 
�
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 Voice for Life 

 
“When you enable a child to sing, you ensure him or her of a gift for 
life which can be used, free of charge, until the last breath.  It is a 
talent which cannot be left buried, especially in the face of one who 
expects us to ‘sing a new song’.”               Revd John Bell, Iona 
Community. 
 
The Voice for Life training scheme, developed by the Royal School 
of Church Music (RSCM) is designed to get people of all ages sing-
ing!  As John Bell says, singing is a gift for life, and the RSCM is 
now turning its attention to providing back up for the many adults 
who sing in choirs all over the world – after all, why should kids 
have all the fun? 
 
Hale choir is delighted to be starting the Voice for Life scheme in 
the autumn.  The scheme provides a flexible framework for choral 
singers to develop their skills, understanding and knowledge.  The 
flexibility of the scheme means it can fit around a choir’s schedule, 
and much of the training is incorporated into the regular rehearsal 
times, such as using vocal exercises as warm-ups.  This can bring a 
lot of fun into practices (you just try singing ‘tip of the tongue and 
the lips and the teeth’ quickly!), and gives us the opportunity to 
cover different things – especially useful towards Christmas when 
we get ‘all descant-ed out’. 
 
The four levels of Voice for Life have graded targets which are as-
sessed informally by the choir trainer within the parish.  Each singer 
has their own workbook that they complete with help from the choir 
trainer, and once they have completed their list of targets they can 
be awarded a ribbon and medal.  The singer would then move on to 
the next level.  The workbooks, which are designed for singers of 
any age, contain questions, puzzles and exercises, and have a 
space at the back for the choir trainer to sign off each target.  The 
choir trainer has their own complementary book containing practical 
exercises, diagrams, sample tests and photocopiable worksheets.   
 
Each level of the scheme provides training in the same five areas: 
those of Using the voice well, Musical skills and understanding, 
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Repertoire, Belonging to the choir, and Choir in 
context.   This allows the singers to gain a broad 
knowledge, not just of musical theory, but of the 
historical context of the music they are singing, 
and the traditions of the church they worship in. 
Workshop sessions cover the different seasons 
of the church’s year, the choir in the context of 
its community, and Christian ministry and music.   
 
I see music as a language given to us from God. 
A way that we can communicate with Him when words just don’t cut it.  
By adopting Voice for Life, I hope that our singers will learn a little more 
of how to interpret this amazing language.   
 
If this approach appeals to you, or you would like to know more, please 
contact Rosie Horner for more details.  If you think you can’t sing, get in 
touch – I’m sure you can!  If you think you can’t commit to regular prac-
tices, get in touch – it may be that we can work around this somehow.  If 
you think you’re not good enough, get in touch - I bet you are! If you are 
interested and enthusiastic, get in touch – we need you!  We need your 
support, most importantly by you praying for us as we introduce this 
scheme.   

����#�
���#��
rosie.horner@ntlworld.com 
07717737370 

A note from the editors 
Greetings from your editors and welcome to the September issue 
of the magazine. Once again it is full of contributions from around 
the Parish and we are extremely grateful to you for this. In fact 
there were so many, some have had to be held over to next month! 
It shows what a lot of life there is here.  So, keep sending the  
articles and ideas in, and let’s have some more letters too! 
We wish you a happy Harvest time! 
 

Stella Wiseman and Margaret Dyer 
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       Greening Badshot Lea  
 

The recent inaugural meeting of the  
Greening Badshot Lea Campaign was  
attended by several residents, including our local 
councillor, David Attfield, and the Rev Carol Wilson-
Barker. 
 
Paul Whewell, the sponsor, opened the meeting by  
welcoming the residents and explained how he had 
become inspired to start a Greening Campaign in 

Badshot Lea. He then handed over to Terena Plowright, the guest 
speaker from the Central Greening Campaign. 
 
Terena first explained how she was motivated to start the Greening Cam-
paign and then listed the important factors that will make a successful 
community campaign: 

The residents need to feel included 
They need to feel they have the power to change things 
They need to see some success 

The first phase of the Greening Campaign achieves these  
objectives by promoting a Challenge Card; this lists ten  
simple energy saving challenges chosen by the community. The Chal-
lenge Card is distributed at a launched event  
organised and supported by diverse members of the  
community. After an agreed time, residents display their card if they have 
completed five or more of the challenges. The  
displayed cards are counted and provide feedback on  
commitment to the scheme and an estimate of the energy  
saving.  It would then be time for us to celebrate the success of the  
campaign.  
 
Terena also explained how the campaign can help us plan for  
future changes in the weather and the importance of working with the 
local government, Town and Parish Councils. 
 
Following a question and answer session and a break for  
refreshments, the residents chose the following challenges for the  
Challenge Card: 
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��� Turn off lights when you leave the room�

��� Change three light bulbs to low energy�

��� Turn off all standbys�

��� Walk if the journey is less than a mile�

��� Top up loft insulation to a depth of 270mm�

��� Boil only the amount of water needed�

	�� Turn the thermostat down by 1°C �


�� Reduce toilet flush by using a 'Hippo' etc.�

��� Turn off taps when brushing teeth�

10.  Reduce each normal shower time by one minute�
 

Paul then outlined his plans for future action, including setting a date and 
venue for the launch of the Challenge Card, and greater contact and po-
tential support from both the council and local groups.  He also plans to 
produce a regular newsletter, as well as updates in this magazine. 
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F irst of all I would like to thank everyone for your continued support and 
for all the kind words about the Project. The success of the Project  

depends on the input of many people and I would also like to express my 
thanks to them. 
 
After a busy period where we have held our ‘Armed Forces Day’ special when 
we raised £400 for Help for Heroes, followed by our display in the Village 
Hall as part of the Hale Carnival and of course of Coffee Morning on the 18th 
August, we enjoyed a ‘break’ until Saturday August 29th when we held a 
themed event on Hale Weddings. Pat Heather has produced a small archive 
file entitled Tying the Knot which includes all wedding photographs that we 
have collected to date.  
 
A suggestion from our last open meeting was that we could have a ‘Cream 
Tea and History’ event, and this has now been planned for Sunday 13th  
September commencing at 3pm. Here we intend to show the recently  
discovered cine film made by Hale School in the 1960’s.  As this is likely to 
be a very popular event we have decided to make it a ticket event the price 
being £3 for the showing and a Cream Tea. Any profits will be shared by the 
Project and Hale School. 
 
We are still hoping that some of you will volunteer to help with research; a 
number of headings are still available so please contact me if you can help.  
We will also require people to help deliver these updates-again please contact 
me if you can help with this, and of course if you can help occasionally with 
the tea/coffee rota or make a cake I would be pleased to hear from you. 
 
As our Project grows there is an increasing interest, you, the people of Hale 
have produced so much interesting material, and there is more to come, that 
we have been invited to mount a display in the Museum of Farnham next year 
and we have already got another date (the week commencing 26th October) for 
a small display in the foyer of the Farnham Library. These events spread the 
word, and, yes, there are people who may be able to offer help and who have 
not heard about us. 
Finally please remember that the History of Hale Project belongs to us all, and 
it is open to everyone to help the Project develop. So if you have any ideas or 
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HARVEST TIME AT ST GEORGE’S 
 

We shall be holding a 
 

QUIZ EVENING with HOT SUPPER 
on 

FRIDAY 9th OCTOBER 
6.30pm for a prompt 7pm start of Quiz 

 
Tables for 6 to 8 are available 

Please book a table and fill it with friends, family,  
work colleagues 

 
If you can’t fill a table, come and join in  

and make some new friends 
 

Cost: £10 – to include a 2-course hot supper 
Bring your own drink 

 

comments then please let me know. If you have received this update by 
hand or post and you are able to receive it by email please let me know you 
email address.  
 
Future Coffee Morning dates. 
Sept 26th, Oct 24th, Nov 21st, and our Mince Pie morning on Dec 12th. 
All are in the Hale Village Hall and run from 10am to 12noon. 
 
Geoff Wallis (Chairman) 01252 711993   
email   wallis_geoff@hotmail.co.uk 
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*� y grandmother (so I was told) had a saying : ‘We’re each just one before 
God’.  By that I think she meant that although it may sometimes feel as 
though the whole confident world is eyeballing poor, insecure, helpless 

you, God sees us as equal individuals, and one day each one will stand alone before Him.  
 The last part of that sentence is a subject for much more erudite minds than mine.  But 

the ‘feeling insecure and helpless’ experience is a common one; it can come about for 
many reasons, particularly after a loss of some kind.  We often feel isolated and vulner-
able, and perhaps most poignantly when surrounded by those who are trying their best to 
love us.  At such times, the platitude that “...your faith helps...” may be so far off - target 
as to be laughable;  if you feel lost you feel lost.    

For many years I kept a daily prayer journal.  Recently I happened upon the notebook 
dated 2007, the year that my husband Jack died.  For weeks, months, the pages record 
my trusting, faith-full, sometimes panicky, even desperate prayers.  Remembering the 
days – and nights – I’m amazed I prayed at all.  As the entries move inexorably towards, 
and then past, the date of Jack’s death, I see how at some point they changed from 
prayers to comments and complaints.  I wonder why?   

Did I feel, as we’re often told, that God “knew how I felt” without my telling Him?  
Was I gradually allowing my impending anger towards Him to stop me actually commu-
nicating (“I’ll show You, God!”)?  Whatever the reason, praying stopped and ranting 
began.  Ranting is unattractive; I don’t suppose even God likes it very much. 

Two years on, I’m still not praying.  (Some who know me well refuse to believe it; 
perhaps it makes them feel vulnerable themselves.)  I’m trying to deal with the anger but 
not praying about it.  I’m feeling isolated and insecure but not praying about it.  I can’t. 

One piece of advice has been to focus on ‘knowledge’ rather than ‘feelings’, but that is 
hard when the latter seem to fill my world and I’m on very shaky ground indeed regard-
ing the former.  I’m still grieving for Jack, and this second loss, that of my relationship 
with God, aches as much as the first. 

All of this time I’ve been offered loving support by my Christian friends, for which I 
do thank you even though it may not always have been very graciously received.  I’ve 
been assured that people are praying for me.  Yet when the crunch comes, “We’re each 
just one before God”; I’m walking this road alone and hoping He understands my si-
lence. 

Others out there, possibly reading these words, are similarly walking their own unique 
path of spiritual pain and loneliness.  None of us talks about it.  I would love to hold your 
hand, for both our sakes.  But at least I hope it may help you knowing that someone else 
feels the same. 

*�	��'
!����
Postscript: This article was written before the Parish Away Weekend; I am grateful to 
those who bore with and encouraged me, and shared their own stories, during the course 
of those two days. 
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�� n the weekend of the 10th July nineteen of our Parish met up at 
Wychcroft House for this year’s Parish Weekend, with the title “Called 
to become”. 

 We had all received the programme for the weekend, which comprised three 
plenary sessions over the weekend, a choice of group sessions on the Saturday, 
Compline on the Friday and Saturday evenings, Morning Prayer on the Saturday and 
Sunday with a Eucharist on the Sunday afternoon. This was a very similar format as 
previous weekends (but if it ain’t broke why fix it?) 
 For those who arrived in the afternoon there was tea and cake on arrival. I 
had to finish work and so got there a little later, but was in time for bottles of  wine 
being opened. We had our evening meal before the first plenary session, in which 
Rev John Page led us in a meditation on what brought us to the weekend, our  
preparation (if any), and then looking back through moments of our life that were 
instrumental in forming where we are today. I found this an interesting and calming 
exercise and a good start to the weekend. In the rest of the session we looked at our 
position now and our relationship with God right at this moment. 
 On the Saturday, the theme was “Called to become persons of prayer”. This 
was about effective prayer and our evolving relationship with God. In addition to the 
plenary session, we also had a choice of attending two of four group options, which 
were led by invited esteemed guests. The subjects were on Ignation meditation,  
Pilgrimage, Presecing meditation and The Rosary. Although they were stand alone 
sessions they all fitted in perfectly with the theme of the day. 
 In the afternoon,  there was “free time” in which I chose to visit the National 
Trust property of Knole; the grand house holds historic furniture and paintings, and 
there is a 1000 acre deer park to enjoy. 
  In the evening we were treated to very entertaining performances by Mary 
Gibson and Rosie Horner, who provided folk songs, singalongs, and comical songs, 
especially their take on the weekend. We were also very grateful to Rosie who led 
the singing in all of the acts of worship. 
 On the Sunday, the theme for the day was “Called to become persons of  
pilgrimage”. 
 Throughout the weekend it is made clear that the sessions, workshops and 
acts of worship are all entirely optional.  Wychcroft House is just outside  
Bletchingly (West Surrey) and is a good area for walking / bicycling and there are a 
number of National Trust place close by. We had access to the whole house which 
includes a main common room, a quiet sitting room, a well-stocked library, as well 
as the chapel which has been converted from a barn. We enjoyed well-cooked 
homely type food, in a relaxed atmosphere where we could get to know our fellow 
parishioners better. 
 The highlight for me was the Sunday afternoon communion service, which 
was the culmination of the whole weekend. We had been given a lump of stone at  

+
����!����+����	����
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the start of the service. At the end of the 
service we put them in a bowl which 
represented part of our life that we 
wanted to leave behind; we then picked 
up a seed from another bowl which 
represented our hopes and opportunities 
for the future.  
 Overall I found this (and I’m 
sure I’m not alone) a very enjoyable 
and rewarding weekend. If there is an-
other one organised I can warmly rec-
ommend you to attend if you can. 
�

�����
�	��

�
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 Are you a student seeking financial assistance? 

Perhaps you know someone who requires our support?����
 
The Bishop Sumner Educational Foundation is endowed to offer grants to young 
persons for such examples (but not exclusively) as: 
 
 Educational travel / School visits                                                  Textbooks 
 Sporting activities                                Training                     Apprenticeship Tools 
 Musical instrument or lessons                                     School uniform or equipment 
 Other education / career / social related activities, needs or sponsorship 
  
 Provided you live in the Ancient Parish of Farnham; attending school, college or uni-
versity and are not over the age of 24 years then you are eligible to apply. 
 
 Applicants are required to give specific details of their requirements, with associated 
costs, to enable the fullest and sympathetic consideration to be given by the Trustees. 
 
 For an application form, please contact June Jasper on 0783 7081342. 
 
 Prospective applicants should note that completed forms (plus supporting references 
etc.) must be returned by 4th October 2009 at the latest! 
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An interesting church to visit because of its association with Florence Nightingale 
who lived nearby. It is situated off the main road from Romsey to Salisbury, and 
down narrow lanes but a pleasant area when you reach it. You can see across some 
pleasant Hampshire countryside. The church is somewhat isolated as it is in an 
area of scattered hamlets, but probably in olden times the area was more populated 
than it is now. Adjoining the entrance gate can be seen a very peculiar turnstile. A 
little further on you come to a small garden against the church wall of roses given 
by a Florence Nightingale society. To the right, a few feet from the church porch 
can be seen the grave of Florence Nightingale which only has her initials and dates 
of birth and death on the memorial. 
     Entering the church you notice the font which is 19th century. Looking up you 
see the massive roof supports of rough hewn timber almost certainly late 15th  
century. The pulpit is Jacobean which was found in a barn and restored to the 
church in 1907. There is a sounding board with an inscription round it. You  
cannot fail to see the wall paintings, which are a feature of the church.  They were 
discovered under whitewash in 1891. The organ was installed in 1927, replacing a 
harmonium. 
      At the western end of the nave is a wooden bell cote. Three bells are hung, the 
oldest dating from the 15th century. There is a list of incumbents hung on the  
support post. Standing against the west wall is a 14th century coffin lid. On a beam 
in the chancel is an ancient musket, whose owner accidentally killed a  
maid-servant. As an instrument of death it was forfeit to the Crown. And as was 
the custom the musket was placed in the church, probably as an object lesson. 
     The altar and communion rails are 17th century and the choir pews made from 
Jacobean oak taken from the old Sherfield English church. Wellow has been 
joined with Sherfield since 1997. There used to be a gallery across the western 
end. This was removed in 1860. The present church was consecrated in 1215. 
     Outside once again, you can see an old sundial near the nave wall. It is hard to 
find, but I did succeed in the end. The entrance porch is 15th century and the  
surrounding timbers are the oldest in the church. The door still has its original 
lock and massive key. This is a well used church sharing a lot of activities with 
Sherfield English and also attracts hundreds of people each year. Florence  
Nightingale is certainly not forgotten as there are many events celebrating her life. 
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SEPTEMBER 
          DIARY DATES       

 
September                        

           
2 St George’s choir practice        
3 Coffee Drop In 10am-12noon St Mark’s Centre 
3 Teacakes 2pm St Mark’s Centre 
6 Trinity 13 
 Family Praise 11.30am St George’s 
7 Babushka, 5pm, St. George’s church hall                     
9 Hale WI           
9 St George’s choir practice 
9 Beyond Belief  8pm (venue to be advised) 
10 Coffee Drop In 9am-11.30am St Mark’s Centre 
12 Surrey Churches sponsored bike ride      
13 Trinity 14     
16 Mothers’ Union Corporate Communion, 9.15am St John’s   
16 Beyond Belief; 8pm (venue to be advised) 
17 Coffee Drop In 9am-11.30am St Mark’s Centre 
17 ‘Case for Faith’ House Group        
20 Trinity 15 
 Family Praise 11.30am St George’s 
23 St George’s choir practice 
23 Beyond Belief; 8pm (venue to be advised) 
23 ‘Case for Faith’ House Group 
23 Coffee Drop In 9am-11.30am St Mark’s Centre      
27 Trinity 16—Back to Church Sunday       
30 Beyond Belief; 8pm (venue to be advised) 
30 ‘Case for Faith’ House Group       
 
 
    
 
 

 

The deadline for the October issue is Sunday 6th September 
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T he trustees of Hale Cottage Trust are encouraging people who live in the 
Hale and Badshot Lea area to contact them if they either are in need or know 

of someone else who could benefit from financial help. 
 
It is felt that perhaps not everyone knows about the Trust and, particularly in 
these difficult times, there may be help available. The kind of help that can be 
given under the rules of the Trust fall into two categories: 
1. For relief in cases of need such as sickness, convalescence, disability or being 
infirm; 
2. For any charitable purpose for the general benefit of the inhabitants. 
Sometimes there is a general reluctance to ask for support by the  
person  themselves and so the Trust is suggesting that anyone who knows of 
someone who could benefit should tell them about it and  
encourage them to apply. 
For an application form, contact:  
Draper and Co., Solicitors: 8 Borelli Yard Farnham GU9 7NU 
Tel: 01252 727374 email: vdg@totalise.co.uk 
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"Ironman" Triathlon in aid of "Help For Heroes"  
  
The copy date for this edition (3 August) is the same day the Ironman  
Triathlon is being held, so this quick note is very "hot off the press" in more 
ways than one, as Joe Walker (Anne Young's son-in-law) has just completed 
the U.K. "Ironman" Triathlon which is being held in Bolton, Lancashire today. 
  
He has just completed the 2.4 mile swim, 114 mile bike ride and marathon in 
11 hours and 42 minutes, with no injuries, a huge feeling of accomplishment 
and enormous gratitude to all those who so very kindly sponsored him.  He 
had first set a target of £500, but this was easily surpassed, so he set his 
sights on £1,000 and due to the generosity of so many people has now 
passed this milestone.  He would like to thank all those in The Parish of Hale 
with Badshot Lea who contributed just over £100 towards the "Help For He-
roes" Charity.  



28 

 



29 

Activity Day Time Where Welcomes 

Little Bees Monday 10.00-11.30 
1.30-3.00 

St George’s 0-3 yrs 

Toddler Group Tuesday 9.45-11.30 St Mark’s 0-5 yrs 

Bethel Lane 
Toddler Group 

Monday 
Thursday 

9.30-11.30 Bethel Lane 
Church Rooms 

0-5 yrs 

Toy Library Friday 10.00-12.00 Hale Institute 0-5 yrs 

Adventurers 
Anne Boyman, 724429 

Monday 
 

5.00-7.00 St Mark’s 8-12 yrs 

1st Hale Brownies*  5.30-7.00 St Mark’s  

Hale W.I. 
Marilyn Viveash, 315806 

2nd Wednesday 1.45  Hale Village Hall Visitors welcome 

Darby & Joan 
Rina Harris, 680712 

2nd & 4th Tues 2.30 Hale Village 
Hall 

Seniors 

Tea Cakes 1st Thursday 2.00-4.00 St Mark’s Seniors 

Coffee Drop-in Thursday 9.00-11.30 St Mark’s Everyone 

Girls’ Night Out Last Wednesday 8.30 Lobster Pot All women 

Boys’ Night Out 2nd Thursday 8.30 Ball & Wicket All men 

Mothers’  Union 3rd Wednesday 9.15 St John’s Everyone 

Wednesday Friends Wednesday 1.30-3.30 St George’s Over 65s 

Prayer & Fellowship 2nd & 4th Monday 10.00-11.30 See weekly news 
sheet 

Everyone 

Extend  
Exercise Class 

Tuesday 11.00 St George’s People with arthri-
tis, etc. 

Hale Choir Monday 7.30-9.00 St John’s All singers 

Babushka 
Vicky Ponsonby   
07908 753152 

1st Monday 5.00 St. George’s 
Church Hall 

Children 4-11 and 
their parents/  
carers 

*Refer to Janet Warner 724115.  For further information about Brownies and Guides 
contact Debbie Whittenbury 735561 (baglady50@sky.com)  
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BAPTISM 
We welcome into our Church family those  
baptised in recent months. 

 
 24th June at St George’s 
Emily Olivia Hurst 
 21st June at St John’s 
Emilee Rose Patricia Taitt 
 5th July at St George’s 
Lily Miriana Morgan 

 
                                    

WEDDINGS 
We pray for God’s blessing on those who have recently married: 

                
 

                                             6th June at St John’s                                       
    Rebecca Soane and Stephen Taylor 
    4th July at St John’s 
    Hannah Graham and Matthew Dean 
 

 
  

FUNERALS 
We commend to God those who departed this life in June and July 

 
 
5th June at St John’s 
Peter Gerald Parratt 
 18th June at St George’s 
Barry Ernest O’Keefe 
 26th June at Aldershot Crematorium 
 Jose Mary Lacey                                                       
24th July at St John’s and Badshot Lea  
Cemetery       
David Edward Suddaby 
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WHO’S WHO IN THE PARISH 
                          
                01252 
TEAM RECTOR:  The Rev’d John Page 
The Rectory, 25 Upper Hale Road GU9 0NX; john@padblack.co.uk 716469  
Day off: Thursday 
TEAM VICAR: The Rev’d Carol Wilson-Barker 
The Vicarage, Badshot Lea Road GU9 9LD; carolw953@aol.com 327044 
Day off: Friday 
 
HON. ASSISTANT PRIESTS: 
The Rev’d John Innes, 67a Upper Hale Road GU9 0PA 734597 
The Rev’d Canon John Evans, 4 Radford Close GU9 9AB   710594 
The Rev’d Jennifer Paterson, 4 St. George’s Close GU9 9LZ           316775  
 
PARISH OFFICE: Open Mon, Thurs, Fri 9.30am – 12.30pm  
St Mark’s Centre, Alma Lane, Upper Hale, GU9 0LT                      718882 
Parish Administrator: Dot Webb; office@halewithbadshotlea.org.uk 
Website:  www.halewithbadshotlea.org.uk 
 
CHURCHWARDENS: 
Dudley Elsmore, 93 Badshot Park GU9 9NF   311864 
     elsmore.dudley@btinternet.com 
Sandra Hall, 131 Lower Weybourne Lane GU9 9LQ 343652 
     sandra.hall2@homecall.co.uk 
Anne Young, 33 Glorney Mead, Badshot Lea GU9 9NL  657913   
     ah_young33@hotmail.com  
 
PCC SECRETARY: 715897 
Diana Thomas, Cartref, Oast House Crescent GU9 0NP                                              
  
PCC TREASURER:  Peter Gill, 21 Lansdowne Road, GU11 3ER 324527 
peterhr.gill@ntlworld.com 
  
MAGAZINE   
Editors: Stella Wiseman: stella.wiseman@ntlworld.com 674539 
              Margaret Dyer: m.dyer@btinternet.com 317755  
Advertising: Please contact Parish Office  718882  
Distribution:  
John Innes: innescribable@yahoo.co.uk 734597  
Jim Miller: james.miller2@ntlworld.com           665556 
 
WEBMASTER : Andy Brown, 30 Glorney Mead, GU9 9NL         319559 
     web@halewithbadshotlea.org.uk  


